N
Make sure you understand
the guidelines; ask your
instructor if you have
questions

Read the assignment
guidelines carefully

Get feedback from
your professor if
possible

Modify your thesis
statement if necessary

Further research
the topic

Outline structure of research
paper, or organize your
thoughts in some other way

Write main ideas in your
own words and support
them with outside sources

Start drafting the main
body of your paper

N
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Jot down some notes for

—

Research

potential

topics

Choose a
potential topic

Draft a "working"
thesis statement

Modify your
thesis
statement if
necessary

Further research
the topic and
narrow your focus

Re-read the
assignment
guidelines

the Intro. and Conclusion
but don't worry about

(ol Modify your thesis
polishing those yet

statement if
necessary

Read it out loud, visit the
Writing Center, or take a
break before revising more
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Make sure all quotes,
paraphrases, and statistics
are cited

Make sure your thesis
statement still matches

your essay content
& 4

Polish your Intro. and
Conclusion. (Make sure

you answered "So What?
Visit the Writing Center L Who Cares?")

for feedback and
assistance if desired

Leave time to fix document
and citation/references
formatting

Write Abstract, if one is
required

Revise paper including
Intro. and Conclusion

Meet with the
librarian or
Writing Center
tutors for help

Develop a system to
keep track of sources
(source material and
reference info.)

Check the balance
between
quotes/paraphrases
and your own words.

Too many quotes?
Add analysis.

Too few quotes?
Research more.
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document (e.g.

Start formatting paper

, headers,

References/Works Cited
page) as a break from

research/writing/revising

Read it out loud, visit
the Writing Center,
or take a break,
then come back
to look at it

Proofread
paper

Word or PDF), and for how to
gubmit (e.g., by email or Sakai)

Use feedback from
instructor to create list
of areas to focus
on in improving
future writing

Check guidelines for
accepted file types (e.g., MS

and turn in paper
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