
PBSC Flow Chart of Research Strategies 

Don’t Miss
Anything!

 
 

STEP 1
Planning

Ask a Librarian for assistance 

Keep track of every step 

Facts
Legal and other issues 

Write initial thoughts  
Go from broad to specific 

Finding resources  
Formulating search strategies 

  Check with 
  Experts! 

STEP 2 
Secondary 

Sources  

Textbooks & Loose-leaf Services  

 Encyclopedias and Reference Materials 

 Annotations 

Conferences

Journal articles

Law firm newsletters, authoritative legal          
 blogs and wikis  

nline databases: WestlawNext® Canada,  
L/Lexis 

 

 

  

Electronic indices, e.g. I.C.L.L., HeinOnline, Legaltra c

   O
    Q

Ty pes 

Access Points 

 
 

Understand the assignment 

Chart a plan of action 



Be certain! 

S     T   E   P       3    
Primary 
Sources 

Cases 

Forms 

Access 
Points 

Finding 
Cases

Access 
Points 

Bills  

Statutes & Regulations 

Consolidations  

e-Laws (Ontario)

Department of Justice website

(Federal)

CanLII (Federal and Provincial)

Government websites for bills Canadian

Gazette Part II, annual volumes

Regulations, annual volumes Canadian

Abridgment

By citation 

By party name 

By subject

Online Databases: WestlawNext Canada, 
La Référence, QL/Lexis, CanLII, Justis 

 Print reporter: indices and tables 

 Canadian Encyclopedic Digest 

 Canadian Abridgment 

Cover the
bases! 

   S   T   E   P       4    
Noting Up                          

 How to be
sure!              

STEP 5 
Additional 
Authorities 

  

 

 

Case law 

Statutes and 
Regu lations 

Citators 

 Librarians

 Government Departments     

 Associations 

 Google; Blogs  

   Other persuasive law 

  Law from other jurisdictions 

KeyCite (WestlawNext® Canada) 

  QuickCITE (QL) 

  Shepard’s (Lexis – U.S.) 

  JustCite (Justis – U.K.)

       

                                        

  

  

  

   

 

Statutes, 
Regulations 
and Rules 

Secondary 

Primar y 

Sponsored by

For research and technical assistance, call 1-800-387-5164




