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This paper provides a Plan that should be followed when dealing with unanticipated 

discoveries of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage such as sites and objects. The plan provides 

guidance to project personnel so that they may meet their obligations with respect to 

Aboriginal heritage in accordance with the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975 and the Coroners 
Act 1995. 
 

The Unanticipated Discovery Plan is in two sections.  The first section primarily explains mitigation 
strategies that should be employed when any Aboriginal Cultural Heritage sites or items are 

discovered excluding skeletal remains (burials), while the second process deals specifically with skeletal 

remains (burials).  
 

Discovery of Cultural Heritage Items 

Step 1:  Any person who believes they have uncovered Aboriginal Cultural Heritage material should notify all 

employees or contractors that are working in the immediate area that all earth disturbance works 

must cease immediately. 

 

Step 2:  A temporary ‘no-go’ or buffer zone of at least 10m x 10m should be implemented to protect the 

suspected Aboriginal Cultural Heritage site or relics. No unauthorised entry or works will be allowed 

within this ‘no-go’ zone until the suspected Aboriginal Cultural Heritage relics have been assessed by 

a recognised Aboriginal Heritage Officer or Archaeologist. 

 

Step 3:  Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (AHT) in Hobart (ph 6233 6613) needs to be notified and consulted 

as soon as possible and informed of the discovery. AHT will then provide further advice in 

accordance with the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975.  

 

Discovery of Skeletal Material 

Step 1:  Call the Police immediately. Under no circumstances should the suspected skeletal remains be 

touched or disturbed.  The area must now be considered a crime scene.  It is a criminal offence to 

interfere with a crime scene. 

 

Step 2:  Any person who believes they have uncovered skeletal material should notify all employees or 

contractors that are working in the immediate area that all earth disturbance works must cease 

immediately. 

 

Step 3:  A temporary ‘no-go’ or buffer zone of at least 50m x 50m should be implemented to protect the 

suspected skeletal remains. No unauthorised entry or works will be allowed within this no-go’ zone 

until the suspected skeletal remains have been assessed by the Police and or Coroner. 

 

Step 4:  Should the skeletal remains be determined to be of Aboriginal origin, the Coroner will contact the 

Tasmanian Aboriginal Land and Sea Council (TALSC) to arrange for repatriation of the remains, as 

per the Coroners Act 1995. 
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Guide to the most common sites of Aboriginal Significance 
 
Stone Artefact Scatters 

Stone artefacts are the tangible evidence found in regard to past Aboriginal lifeways.  Stone artefacts indicate 

areas that were used by Aboriginal People, either for camping, hunting or other activities such as the 

manufacture of stone tools.  Archaeologists can also determine the duration a site may have been occupied, 

the amount of times that the site may have been occupied, and the number of people that the area may have 

supported at any given time.   

 

Some stone artefacts are the result of Aboriginal People fracturing or ‘flaking’ fine-grained rocks to produce 

sharp cutting or scraping implements.  These were then used, for example, for cutting up animals and then 

scraping the hides.  Volcanic rocks such as basalt were flaked and then ground down to form axes for a 

number of chopping and cutting tasks. The results of such activities can be seen in the archaeological record 

(i.e. scatters) in the form of modified stones such as cores, retouched flakes, hammerstones and flaked pieces.  

From these scatters, by understanding site density and frequency patterns, inferences can be made in relation 

to past Aboriginal lifeways. 

 

Shell Middens 

Shell middens by definition are prehistoric refuse pits.  They are the leftover waste of resources exploited 

which formed the basis of Aboriginal diet.  Midden sites can range in size from large mounds to small scatters 

of shell.  Middens usually also contain as well as shell, the remains of animals exploited for food as well as 

artefacts of stone, bone and shell.   These sites are usually found near waterways and coastal areas. 

 

Rockshelters 

Rockshelters can either be shelters which contain archaeological deposits from living floors or art rock shelters, 

and may occur in any area of rocky terrain.  Sediments on the floor of the rockshelter can contain preserved 

stratified deposits of archaeological material.  Art types found in rockshelters can vary greatly.  It can be in the 

form of painting, stencils of body parts, tools and equipment, or engravings.  Style variations in painting can 

cover animal or human figurines, supernatural beings, and geometric patterns.  Engravings can have similar 

variations as they can depict tools, humans, human parts, animals and birds and their tracks, geometric patterns 

and supernatural beings.  Pecking is also a form of engraving.   

 

Quarries or Stone Procurement Sites 

Quarry sites occur where outliers of suitable tool-making stone appear.  A quarry can be generally recognised 

by evidence of human manipulation and extraction of suitable material and the debris left by the processing of 

the suitable material.  Some quarries can cover vast areas with extremely high amounts of lithic discard.   

Ochre or pigment was also quarried. 

 

Burials 

Burials can occur anywhere, though they are generally found close to areas where there was a high population 

concentration.  Burials can occur where there are soft sediments such as sand hills, they can be found in caves 

and rockshelters and sometimes they can be associated with hollow trees. 


