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Fundraising for Your Volunteer Program
You are about to embark on an amazing learning and volunteer journey that will change your life! If you are interested in fundraising for your Volunteer Program, here are a few ideas that might help.

· Tell others how this journey will positively affect your life and the people you are helping.

· Craft a personal letter that explains what you are doing and why you have chosen to volunteer in a village with Village Volunteers, and send it to everyone you know. You will find a sample form letter on Village Volunteers letterhead, with our tax ID number to use. 
· Make sure your letter is limited in length to one page and describes your placement and what you hope to do while you are there. Educate businesses, your friends, family and their friends, and co-workers. 

· Provide stamped return envelopes with each letter. Remember, you want to make the donation process as easy as possible. All they should have to do is write a check.

· Contact your local newspapers and magazines. A sample press release follows! 

· Create a brochure for yourself.

· Create a Donation Form. This form will list all of your contact information and several donor amounts your sponsor can choose from. You are advised to start with a modest amount ($25) but also request large donation amounts ($100+) and any amounts in between. 

· Follow-up with thank you notes 24 hours after you receive your donation.

· Create a website or email distribution list and send out frequent updates about your fundraising experiences, dollars raised, and details of the journey when you return.

· Hold an event, silent auction, or even a series of bake sales. Involve friends and family members, and remember a donation receptacle. Let us know if you’d like photos or VV brochures to print.

· Contact your school’s financial aid department. They may have grants or funds available for supporting your program.
Most importantly, stay positive!!!! Chances are that, if you truly believe in something, the people that care about you will believe in it too. If you start early the possibilities are endless!

Remember that all donations should be made payable to Village Volunteers with your name on the memo line. Please have your sponsors send their donations to your home. Collect all the checks, and make copies or log them for your reference. Then, forward all checks to:

Village Volunteers

5100 South Dawson Street, Suite 202

Seattle, WA  98118








Good luck!
[Date]

Dear ________,

I have been given the opportunity to embark on an amazing learning and volunteer journey to _____ with Village Volunteers.

My journey to_______ will not only positively affect my life, but also the people I am helping. This experience will give me the opportunity to grow in unimaginable ways. During my Village Volunteers program I will be ____________________________________.

To be able to participate in Village Volunteers’ program, I need financial assistance, which I hope you can help provide. This donation will assist me in helping others less fortunate and will provide me with an experience otherwise unattainable. 

I’ve enclosed a self addressed stamped envelope. Checks should be made out to

Village Volunteers, but mailed to me. Village Volunteers is a US registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Their Federal Tax Identification Number is 20-0342079.

I encourage you to visit Village Volunteers’ website at www.villagevolunteers.org. Should you have any questions about Village Volunteers, please call me at ____________, or contact Shana Greene at shana@villagevolunteers.org.

Upon my return I would like to share my experiences within schools, all around the world through the Internet, and of course with you, my kind and generous sponsor. Thank you for making a difference in my life and others!

Sincerely,

Outline for Sample Press Release

(Include a Creative Title)

(Participant Name) is about to embark on an amazing (Choose: learning or volunteer) journey that will change his/her life!

(Participant Name) is currently enrolled to participate in a Village Volunteers program in ______________village to 

___________________________________________________.

In conjunction with volunteering, (Participant Name) is also raising money to finance his/her trip with Village Volunteers.

Village Volunteers works in partnership with village communities through local non-governmental organizations to develop sustainable solutions for community challenges in rural Kenya, Ghana, India and Nepal.

Upon (Participant Name)’s return to (Home Country), Village Volunteers will encourage him/her to share his/her experiences with friends, family, colleagues, within schools, and around the world through the Internet.

(Insert paragraph with personal information provided by the participant- hometown, high school, other charity work, college degree, current employment, etc.)

(Participant Name) has a fundraising goal of _____ to finance his/her trip to experience first-hand the rewards of volunteering and immersing him/herself in a foreign culture. (Participant’s Name)’s fundraising deadline is ______. Anyone who is interested in sponsoring (Participant name)’s efforts may send a check to (Insert your fundraising contact information/address). To check out Village Volunteers’ website, go to www.villagevolunteers.org.

Sample Donation Form

I have committed to raising $______ for Village Volunteers, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization devoted to enhancing cross-cultural understanding in order to promote friendship, and economic prosperity among cultures. The funds I raise will allow me to gain experiences with Village Volunteers’ partner village organizations where I will ____________________________________________.

I will be a sponsor and contribute:

__ $25.00

__ $75.00

__ $200.00

__ $50.00

__ $100.00

__ Other amount (Every dollar helps!)

( Check enclosed 

( Cash donation

Name __________________________ 
Address ________________________

Email Address ___________________ 
City _________________ State _____

Zip ________

Please send your donations to the following address:

Participant’s Name

Address

City, State Zip Code

( My company will match this contribution. The completed form is attached.

Village Volunteers is a US registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.  
Their Federal Tax Identification Number is 20-0342079.

Thank you for supporting me!

206.577.0515 • info@villagevolunteers.org • villagevolunteers.org
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