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WILLIAM B SCHWAB, 75, Professor Emeritus at Temple University, died

November 9, 1992 in Merion, PA. For five years prior to his death, Schwab was

active in the establishment of the AAA’s Association of Senior Anthropologists,

designed to bring retired anthropologists back into the mainstream of the discipline.

He was President of the ASA at the time of his death.

Raised in Wynnefield, PA, Schwab received his BA in sociology (Michigan,

1938) and PhD in anthropology/sociology (Pennsylvania, 1952) with a research

focus on evolving cultures in Africa. During World War 11, he served in the Army

and was discharged as a first lieutenant. Schwab was the first American to receive

the British Social Science Research Council grant to study the Oshogbo people in

Nigeria (1949-51). Some of Schwab’s work undertaken nearly 40 years ago produced

findings that served as harbingers of today’s problems in South Africa. His
research in Gwelo. Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), for example, noted the

black African bitterness toward Europeans based on unequal access to skilled jobs

and forced ghetto living.

After appointments at Haverford College and Columbia University, Schwab was a

professor in the Department of Anthropology at Temple from 1967 until retiring in

1987. He was active in a number of organizations and authored over 30 anthropological

publications. Schwab is survived by his wife Anita, sons Richard and Daniel,

daughter Ellen and four grandchildren.

