Obituary for Douglas Coles
The death of Mr Douglas Albert Edward Coles, of Farndale Road, Weston-super-Mare, took place on the evening of Saturday, June 13th, 2015, aged 90 years. He was the eldest son of Albert and Gertie Coles of Hurst Road, Weston-super-Mare. He had an elder sister, Edna, and two younger brothers Roy and John.

Doug a former chimney sweep in the town, celebrated his 90th birthday on Sunday, June 7th, with family and friends at The Beachlands Hotel, opened his many cards and presents on his actual birthday on Tuesday, June 9th, and his 67th wedding anniversary with his wife, Joan who he met at a dance in Winscombe in 1946. 
Doug at the time was serving in the Royal Navy on board a minesweeper in the English Channel.

He joined the Navy at the age of 18, being awarded the Atlantic Star and the Burma Star, with service on Atlantic Convoys and duties in the Far East.

After the 1939-45 war he took part in the repatriation of personnel to Australia and New Zealand, and in the atomic test on Christmas Island.

On returning to civilian life, Mr Coles went into partnership with his father, Albert Coles, in a painting and decorating and chimney sweeping business, taking over the business on his father’s retirement, operating out of Alfred Street, in the town.
In 1982 he was awarded the Locking Trophy for service to youth in the Weston area, for his work with the Hildesheim Twinning Association and work with Weston-super-Mare Swimming Club, of which he was a Life Member. He was captain of the swimming club for six years, and his services as a coach and swimming teacher spanned over 30 years. He was always ready to tackle any task.
His hobbies were carpentry, gardening and playing bridge. Over the years he frequently won prizes in the many gardening and flower shows and competitions around the area; he played bridge for many local clubs, as well as organising whist drives in the town in the past.
He was a sidesman and regular worshiper at St John the Baptist Church, Parish Church of Weston-super-Mare.

He is survived by his widow, Joan, daughter Jeanette, and two sons, Michael and Robert; also six grandchildren and one great grandson.

Funeral service and cremation will take place at a later date.

