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Our dear colleague and friend Dr. Matthias suddenly passed away on October 31, 2012.

Matthias worked at the Swiss Federal Research Institute (WSL) at Birmensdorf, Switzerland, for nineteen years. In 1995 he became the scientific leader of the Swiss Forest Health Inventory. Until his death Matthias led the Long-term Forest Ecosystem Research Programme as well as the Forest Growth and Climate group within the Forest Dynamics research unit. Matthias was also a Chair of the Expert Panel on Forest Growth of the ICP Forests Programme. He was also actively taking part in activities of the IUFRO Research Group 7.01 “Impacts of Air Pollution and Climate Change on Forest Ecosystems”. 

Matthias held Diplomas in Forest Science in Temperate Regions (1986) and Forest Science in the Tropics (1987) from the Georg-August University Göttingen; M.S. in Biometrics (1989) and Ph.D. in Remote Sensing (1993) from the University of California, Berkeley. He was a member of the Editorial Board of Silva Fennica and Associate Editor and member of the Editorial Board of Annals of Forest Sciences.
Matthias very effectively helped organizing the 2008 biannual meeting of RG7.01 in Murten, Switzerland. He led very well-attended and highly educational field trip “Increased Scots pine mortality due to climate change” in the Wallis. His enthusiasm for forests and forestry science, good humor, friendly personality and optimism were well known among many of his friends and colleagues reaching far beyond the WSL and Switzerland.
Matthias is survived by his wife Michèle and daughters Hannah and Marie.
He will be greatly missed by his colleagues and friends! 

