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What is The 
Great Get 
Together?

The Great Get Together 
was founded in 2017 by the 
family and friends of Jo Cox, 
who wanted to celebrate 
her commitment to bringing 
communities together with 
street parties, sports days, 
BBQs, picnics and coffee 
mornings. It’s now a landmark 
campaign run by The Jo Cox 
Foundation. 

Last year, the Great Get Together 
campaign resulted in 4,500 events 
being held across the country 
with more than 300,000 people 
participating. 

People like you are at the 
very heart of the Great Get 
Together. Most of our event 
organisers have never done 
anything like this before. One 
described the Great Get Together 
campaign as ‘permission to party’ 
-- and we couldn’t agree more! 
Last year, 83% of those surveyed 
told us they met someone new 
and 62% said they didn’t know 
many of their neighbours before 
the weekend.  
It’s the perfect excuse to reach  
out to someone you don’t know 
and invite them along. 

By putting on your Great Get 
Together you will also join a 
nationwide community of people 
who believe - as Jo Cox did - that 
we have more in common than 
that which divides us. Now more 
than ever, we need to bring people 
together and you are playing an 
important role in doing just that. 
 



Great Get Together events come in all shapes and 
sizes, with no two the same. We believe the best 
events reflect the communities where they take place, 
celebrating the unique nature of those involved. Whether 
it be tea party or a sports tournament, any event that gets 
your community together will make a huge difference. This is an 
exciting opportunity to think about what your community really 
needs, and build an event that is best suited to it.

Need some inspiration? We’ve provided a few helpful ideas for 
the prep, the guests, and the rest.

Your 
Great Get 
Together 

event 
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THE 
GUEST 
LIST
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Great Get 
Together 
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The Great Get Together is all about 
bringing communities together, so why not 
reach beyond your own circle?

Here are a few ways to do just that:  

   Co-organise your event with other 
organisations or individuals in some 
way different from you who could 
bring along a totally different crowd. 

   Reach out to groups in the local 
community who you and your friends 
or members might not know – can you 
find a residential care centre or a youth 
group? A refugee support group or a 
local tenants association? A cultural 
centre? An opposing sports team or  
a different sport to your favourite?

   Use mixed spaces: places where you 
tend to see people from all sorts of 
backgrounds, like the street you live on, 
the local park or supermarket, schools, 
cafes or restaurants and places of 
leisure 

   Create a committee and organise 
using a Facebook Group. If you’re 
planning a bigger community event, we 
recommend using a  Facebook Group 
to coordinate with your committee, 
promote your event, and keep in touch 
afterward.       
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Organise 
with 

Facebook 
Groups
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Together 
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Facebook Groups are powerful tools and many  
Great Get Together organisers use them to help  
coordinate their organising committees, connect with other organisers,  
and continue to do work in their communities year-round. 

Join our organiser 
Facebook group
Our Great Get Together Group will help 
you connect with other people in your 
community who want to take part. You 
can also ask for advice, find inspiration, 
and promote your event:  
www.facebook.com/groups/
greatgettogether/

Set up your own local 
Great Get Together 
group 

   Setting up your own local Great 
Get Together Facebook group is a 
great way to help coordinate your 
community, recruit help, and create 
a place for people who meet at you 
event to keep in touch year-round.

   Use your group to ask for 
recommendations, local knowledge 
and swap advice. Not only will it help 
you plan a great event but it will also 
grow your group’s sense of community. 
Make sure to invite your friends and 
encourage them to invite someone 
along, too.

   Finally, ask members of your group 
to share their stories. What inspires 
them?  Why did they want to join? 
What can The Great Get Together do 
to improve the community? 

To set up your group, name it  
[Your Community] Great Get Together or 
[Your Community] More in Common. 

Email hello@greatgettogether.org  
for support or advice.
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From football to a fun fair, any event that brings people together can be a Great Get 
Together. Get creative! The best events are the ones that encourage guests to mix and 
meet someone new. 

Here are a few ideas to get you started: 

   Get your neighbours together for  
a community picnic, street party,  
or BBQ. 

   Challenge your friends to a bake-off 
and ask them to bring someone that 
you’ve never met. 

   Put on a coffee morning or afternoon 
tea that brings together people from 
different generations. You can use  
our conversation menus to get  
people chatting. 

   Organise a sporty event - like a  
bike ride or a ‘Run for Jo’ - and invite 
groups from across your community  
to participate. 

   Lead a #TweetUp or Facebook Group 
meet-up that brings together people 
who have only interacted online. 

Your 
Great Get 
Together 

event

CHOOSE 
AN 

ACTIVITY
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Choose a location
It can be your street, a local park or 
hall, or a space in a local business (many 
supermarkets or local businesses offer 
spaces to community groups - just ask!). 
Make sure to consider disabled access, 
how easy it is to find, public transport, 
travelling time and distance. 

Request resources
We’ve created printable posters, recipes, 
colouring sheets, and more. Find them 
here: greatgettogether.org/resources

You can also request a physical event pack 
with materials for your Great Get Together 
at greatgettogether.org/event-pack

Insurance 
Getting insurance for your event  
depends on the kind of event you are 
planning to organise! If you are planning  
a small event and using a private space 
then you won’t need to get insurance.  
If you are planning a bigger event, 
insurance and carrying out a risk 
assessment might be necessary. Take  
a look at our FAQs for more details or 
email us at hello@greatgettogether.org  
with any question. 

Get your gingham on 
Don’t forget to incorporate The  
Great Get Together theme in your  
event. You can find loads of ways  
to go crazy with gingham at 
greatgettogether.org/gingham

START 
PLANNING

Your 
Great Get 
Together 

event
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Organising a Great Get Together 
doesn’t have to be intimidating 
or overly complicated. Just ask 
Laura from Widnes. She’s a busy 
working mum of two who had never 
organised anything like a Great Get 
Together before.

Inspired by Jo’s legacy, Laura organised  
her first event in 2017 and it was such  
a success that she decided to do it again  
in 2018. Here’s how she made her  
Get Togethers great (and how you  
can do the same):

THE CONCEPT
Laura wanted to plan an outdoor,  
picnic-style event with free activities – 
including a bouncy castle, face painting, 
and live music – where everyone in her 
community would feel welcome. 
 

LOCATION
The garden of a local B&B/Pub was the 
perfect setting for Laura’s Great Get 
Together. She knew the business had 
supported other charity events in the past 
and so she approached them about the 
Great Get Together. They agreed to let 
her use the space for free and the event 
was also covered by the venue’s insurance.

Some other ideas for places to hold your 
Great Get Together

   Your local park
   Your street
   A local community space
   A local library

 

Case Study

Laura’s 
Story
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INVITES
To spread the word about her  
event, Laura utilised social media and  
also made links with local food banks,  
who could promote the event as a free 
fun day out for families who Laura may 
not have found in her own network. 
Reaching out to the wider community  
to invite in people you may not know  
already is what makes Great Get  
Togethers truly special. 
 
FOOD & FUN
In 2017, Laura encouraged families to 
bring their own picnic and enjoy the 
free activities. She crowdfunded £100 to 
provide a bouncy castle on the day and 
bought some crafts and garden toys. 

Building on the success of her first year, 
Laura was able to solicit small donations 
from a local church and charity to offer a 
free BBQ. She also had rocks and prizes 
donated for a rock painting competition. 
We recommend reaching out to local 
businesses or supermarkets if you’re 
looking for donations. 

LOCAL IMPACT
Laura encouraged people to leave their 
picnic blankets, which she donated to a 
homeless charity in Liverpool. The venue 
also brought lots of people into a part of 
town that they had never been to before, 
helping to bridge parts of the community 
that didn’t normally mix.

Case Study

Laura’s 
Story

IN LAURA’S 
WORDS:
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“I had never put on anything like  
the Great Get Together before and it 
has changed my life. I’ve met new people, 
made new friends and gone on to get involved 
in other things in the community I would never 
have dreamt I would before. I think it is such an 
important and positive message: we need to keep 
sharing that we really do have more in common.”



We’re very pleased to be partnered with COOK this year,  
one of the UK’s first certified B Corps, committed to using  

business as a force for good in society. We share a belief  
that nothing brings people together like good food.

 
COOK make award-winning food for your freezer, all prepared by 

hand, just like you would at home. Through their Community Kitchen 
scheme, they are offering a 30% discount to everyone organizing a 

Great Get Together in 2019. You can apply at your local COOK shop.

They can help take the stress out of providing  
food for your event, so visit www.cookfood.net  

to find your nearest COOK shop, read  
about their social impact, and learn more  

about the Community Kitchen.

30%
OFF
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Keep the 
party 
going
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Sharing photos or video about your event? 
We’d love to see them! Tag us on  
  Twitter @great_together 
  Facebook facebook.com/greatgetogether 

 Instagram @greatgettogether
And don’t forget to always use the #moreincommon hashtag!

Sign the Guest Book 
We want to hear all about your stories and see photos from your event.  
Visit greatgettogether.org/guestbook to submit yours! 

Keep in touch 
The Great Get Together is more than just a moment in June.  
We want to keep these connections going year-round.
We’re establishing ‘More in Common’ community groups across the country.  
Find out if there’s one near you or learn how to start your own at:  
greatgettogether.org/moreincommon

Tag us

Save the Date

Mince Pie Moments, December 2019  
Mince Pie Moments is our winter loneliness campaign. Last year, we sent out 
batches of 50 mince pies to help organisers hold events across the country.  
In 2019 we want to make Mince Pie Moments bigger and better than ever 
before. Learn more at: greatgettogether.org/mpm

http://greatgettogether.org/guestbook
http://greatgettogether.org/moreincommon
http://greatgettogether.org/mpm
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Corporate 
Partners

Organisational 
Partners


