Nature Imagery in Wuthering Heights

Fire and Storm                                                        Its use in arguments
	· Quotes
	· Significance to Themes

	· 'There was a violent wind, as well as thunder, and either one or the other split the tree off at the corner of the building;‘ (Vol 1, Chap IX Pg 85)

· ‘Now fully revealed by the fire and candlelight, I was amazed more than ever, to behold the transformation of Heathcliff…A half-civilized ferocity lurked yet in the depressed brows, and eyes full of black fire, but it was subdued; and his manner was even dignified, quite divested of roughness though too stern for grace’( Vol 1 Chap X, Pg 96) 

· 'as different as a moonbeam from lightning, or frost from fire’ (Vol 1 Chap VIII Pg 81)

· ‘the storm came rattling over the Heights in full fury' (Vol 1, Chap IX Pg 85) 
	· Bronte represents Heathcliff as a symbolic character through the elemental image of fire and storm. On the day he leaves Wuthering Heights, his energy burns down the tree in Wuthering Heights. Heathcliff is associated with storm, a harsh weather that Bronte connects with his character, which is rough. 

· Like the stark intensity of lightning, Heathcliff is destructive in nature. The use of words such as ‘frost’, ‘dark’ suggests the character of Heathcliff as being hard and cold. Violent wind and thunder display the strength in his character, leaving readers to understand why Heathcliff is represented as a symbolic character through the love he has for Catherine. 

	· 'He died quietly in his chair one October evening, seated by the fire-side' (Vol 1 Chap V, Pg 43)

· ‘and set them before the fire, which quickly put colour into their white faces‘ (Vol 1, Chap VI, Pg 58)
	· Bronte uses the image of fire here to symbolize domesticity at home. The fireplace in the house suggests comfort and warmth. 

· Bronte also creates a cozy atmosphere in 


	· ‘Mrs Heathcliff , kneeling on the hearth, reading a book by the aid of the blaze’ ( Vol 1, Chap III, Pg 81)

· ‘singing and laughing and burning their eyes out before the fire’ ( Vol 1 Chap VI Pg, 48) 

· ‘ a fine, red fire illumined the chimney; the comfort which the eyes derive from it, renders the extra heat endurable’ ( Vol 2 Chap XVIII, Pg 307)


	· Thrushcross Grange which is cultured and refined as compared to Wuthering Heights. 

	· 'There was a violent wind, as well as thunder, and either one or the other split the tree off at the corner of the building;‘ (Vol 1, Chap IX Pg 85)

· ‘ one evening- a dark evening threatening thunder’  ( Vol 2, Chap XX Pg 336) 
	The image of fire is also connected with strong emotions. This suggests that Heathcliff’s love for Catherine is a way for Bronte to examine the mingling of hot and cold, calm and storm. His love for Cathy reflects the anger within him, stirring up the emotions upon hearing the comment by Catherine, his energy, burning down the tree in the end. Bronte wants to let readers understand that his nature, which could represent destruction is associated with the rough weather. Rough, hard and tough weather contribute to Heathcliff being an elemental symbolic character. 


Calm and Storm                       Calm and Storm and its use in arguments
	Quotes
	Significance to Themes

	· ‘ A high wind blustered around the house, and roared in the chimney: it sounded wild and stormy’ ( Vol 1, Chap V Pg 43)
	Bronte compares the two generations to emphasize on the wasted passion and love in the first generation. Two opposite forces of storm and calm are represented in the first generation. Bronte expresses the force of ‘storm’ in Wuthering Heights and the Earnshaws while ‘calm’ is represented by Thrushcross Grange and the Lintons. 

This principle of the storm, which is harsh, ruthless, wild, and dynamic is a stark contrast from the calm ,gentle, merciful, passive, and tame setting of Thrushcross Grange. 

Bronte shows how while Heathcliff is represented by storm, upsetting the balance in the beginning, the marriage of Cathy and Hareton in the second generation embodies this union of harmony in the elements of calm and storm. 

Therefore Bronte shows a restoration and reconstruction from the wasted passion in the first generation to the second. 

	Water Element

· “I seemed to keep them closed above a quarter of an hour; yet, the instant I listened again, there was the doleful cry moaning on! 'Begone!' I shouted.”             (Volume 1, Chapter 3)

· I encountered a little boy with a sheep and two lambs before him; he was crying terribly; and I supposed the lambs were skittish, and would not be guided. (Vol 2, Chap 20, pg 336)
	Water Element and its use in arguments
The element (water) here is shown through human biological abilities. Water seemed a neutral Mother Nature’s asset but Bronte uses it to show emotion of an individual, which brings in again the context of gothic feel and the theme of the conflict between nature and culture. The tears that runs down the cheek depicts the curvy and wavy directions each character plays that adds a significant value in the text. It’s an imagery that shows how the Wuthering Heights seems to be like a topsy-turvy world on its own. 

	· He was there - at least, a few yards further in the park; leant against an old ash-tree, his hat off, and his hair soaked with the dew that had gathered on the budded branches, and fell pattering round him. (Vol 2, Chap 2, pg 168)

· The following evening was very wet: indeed, it poured down till day-dawn; and, as I took my morning walk round the house, I observed the master's window swinging open, and the rain driving straight in. (Vol 2, Chap 20, pg 334)
	The water element in Wuthering Height plays a part in death as there seems to a repetition. When a character in the novel is near death, there always seems to be rain present. Water is often used as a symbol of new life in Christianity, hence, this could mean the Bronte chooses to give her characters new life through death as later on, Heath cliff and Cathy meet at death and are in a more peaceful state than they were in when they were alive.

	·  Her spirits were always at high-water mark, her tongue always going - singing, laughing, and plaguing everybody who would not do the same. (Vol 1, Chap 5, pg 42)

·  I've dreamt in my life dreams that have stayed with me ever after, and changed my ideas; they've gone through and through me, like wine through water, and altered the colour of my mind. (Vol 1, Chap 9, pg 80)
	Catherine is often described as a symbol of the water element. It is as if Bronte plays around with the elements by adjusting their behaviors according to the elements each of her characters possess. Water is a soft element but most destructive as it can create quicksand when mixed with the element of earth. This is similar to the character or Catherine as she is a joyful character but also destroys her own self when she chooses to marry Edgar. Her destruction is like her drowning in her own ‘quicksand’.

	·  Wuthering Heights rose above this silvery vapour; but our old house was invisible; it rather dips down on the other side. (Vol 1, Chap 10, pg 94)

·  At Wuthering Heights it always sounded on quiet days following a great thaw or a season of steady rain. (Vol 2, Chap 1, pg 158)
	Wuthering Heights is normally described with a rainy atmosphere showing the destructive nature versus nurture which is one of the themes in Wuthering heights. The characters who originally came from the heights shows how nature controls them compared to the characters who originally came from the Grange who show how they nurture over nature and choose to be their own lead in their own lives. This is related to how Heathcliff and Catherine picture their heaven as the moors which is often damp due to the rain. The mix of both elements explains this.

	Wind element/imagery

· “I muttered, knocking my knuckles through the glass, and stretching an arm out to seize the importunate branch; instead of which, my fingers closed on the fingers of a little, ice-cold hand!” (Volume 1, Chapter 3)

·  “My love for Linton is like the foliage in the woods: time will change it, I'm well aware, as winter changes the trees. My love for Heathcliff resembles the eternal rocks beneath: a source of little visible delight, but necessary.” (Volume 1, Chapter 9)
	Arguments on the use of wind element
· Through the usage of the element (wind), Bronte able to relate the scene to fear Lockwood has in him upon looking at ghost that brings in a gothic feel into Wuthering Heights. 

· There is a presence of (wind) here due to winter season that depicts how her love for Heathcliff blow through Wuthering Heights and how the atmosphere blends their love eternally due to nature and the metaphysical effect of their love. This links to the spiritual love Heathcliff and Catherine has.

	· “I lingered round them, under that benign sky: watched the moths fluttering among the heath and harebells, listened to the soft wind breathing through the grass, and wondered how any one could ever imagine unquiet slumbers for the sleepers in that quiet earth.” (Chapter 34)

· That was his most perfect idea of heaven's happiness: mine was rocking in a rustling green tree, with a west wind blowing, and bright white clouds flitting rapidly above (Vol 2, Chap 10, pg 248)

	·  A strong visualization of love presented by Bronte’s words as the (wind) in this quote actually symbolize Catherine’s actions of breathing which ultimately keeps Heathcliff alive and passionate in wanting to be with her always.

· Wind depicts the direction strongly as there is part where it states north wind and there are parts where it is stated west wind. Thus, Bronte typically uses technical devices of daily life like directions, lightings, emotions to stir up the characters life and the whole novel. The significance of which is to overall enhance Wuthering Heights to be much more than house but the main head quarters of evil, love and dexterity. 

	Earth Element
	Arguments on the use of Earth elements

	·  Doubtless Catherine marked the difference between her friends, as one came in and the other went out. The contrast resembled what you see in exchanging a bleak, hilly, coal country for a beautiful fertile valley; and his voice and greeting were as opposite as his aspect. (Vol 1, Chap 8, pg 70)

· Every Linton on the face of the earth might melt into nothing before I could consent to forsake Heathcliff. (Vol 1, Chap 9, pg 82)

· My love for Linton is like the foliage in the woods; time will change it, I'm well aware, as winter changes the trees. My love for Heathcliff resembles the eternal rocks beneath--a source of little visible delight, but necessary. Nelly, I am Heathcliff! He's always, always in my mind--not as a pleasure, any more than I am always a pleasure to myself, but as my own being. So don't talk of our separation again: it is impracticable; (Vol 1, Chap 9, pg 82)
	This relates to the theme “The Precariousness of Social Class”. Catherine only marries Edgar so that she can help Heathcliff to get out from being servant to Hindley. Catherine’s comparison for her love for both men through the use of earthly elements shows how the relation between Catherine and Heathcliff often transcends a dynamic of desire and becomes one of unity. Heterosexual love is often, in literature, described in terms of complementary opposites—like moonbeam and lightning, or frost and fire—but the love between Catherine and Heathcliff opposes this convention.  The reference to the 'eternal' quality of Catherine's love is reiterated

throughout the novel: this not only strengthens the natural element of her emotions, but this is also coupled with a strong sense of self-identification ('as my own being'). The sheer force of their love binds them so that they

	·  But it was one of their chief amusements to run away to the moors in the morning and remain there all day, and the after punishment grew a mere thing to laugh at. (Vol 1, Chap 6, pg 46)

· I was only going to say that heaven did not seem to be my home; and I broke my heart with weeping to come back to earth; and the angels were so angry that they flung me out into the middle of the heath on the top of Wuthering Heights; where I woke sobbing for joy.(Vol 1, Chap 9, pg 81)

· It's surely no great cause of alarm that Heathcliff should take a moonlight saunter on the moors, or even lie too sulky to speak to us, in the hey-loft. (Vol 1, Chap 9, pg 84)
	The moors are a reflection of life around them (or vice versa) and life beyond. The dark, stormy moors—where only low-growing plants such as heather thrive—symbolize the passionate and sometimes perverted emotional lives of the residents of Wuthering Heights and Thrushcross Grange. In the gloomy wasteland, the Yorkshire folk, including Heathcliff himself, sometimes report seeing ghosts of people buried in the moors. Their version of heaven are the moors and such connection they have to the moors indicates their rootedness to uncivilisation as how they grew up as.

	·  The place of Catherine's interment, to the surprise of the villagers, was neither in the chapel under the carved monument of the Lintons, nor yet by the tombs of her own relations, outside. It was dug on a green slope in a corner of the kirk-yard, where the wall is so low that heath and bilberry-plants have climbed over it from the moor; and peat-mould almost buries it. Her husband lies in the same spot now; and they have each a simple headstone above, and a plain grey block at their feet, to mark the graves. (Vol 2, Chap 2, pg 170)

·  I'm rather obliged than angry, Nelly,' he said, 'for you remind me of the manner in which I desire to be buried. It is to be carried to the churchyard in the evening. You and Hareton may, if you please, accompany me: and mind, particularly, to notice that the sexton obeys my directions concerning the two coffins! No minister need come; nor need anything be said over me. - I tell you I have nearly attained MY heaven; and that of others is altogether unvalued and uncovered by me.' (Vol 2, Chap 20, pg 333)
	Catherine and Heathcliff want to be buried at the moors which show Bronte’s method in breaking barriers and taboos in her novel. It also shows Catherine’s and Heathcliff’s dwelling place since they were children up until their death. Through the use of references in the earlier chapters, the theme introduced through the earthly element, the moors, is the metaphysical love of Catherine and Heathcliff. Their decay will be among the moors where they both are hence uniting their souls at death.
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