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PREPOSITIONS

The birdis inthe cage.

The bird is on the branch.

A prepositionis a word which connects other individual words or groups of wordsina
sentence. Itusuallyindicates someaspect of spaceand place, butitalso links ideas of timeand
more. At firsttheconceptof prepositions seem clearandsimple, butthe English Language
Learner (ELL) may quickly become frustrated because preposition choice often has no logic;
prepositions are often chosen because we have traditionally used themin a particularsituation
or with particularwords for years. There maybe no logical explanation as to why only certain
prepositions go with certain words, es pecially verbs. In fact, we havethousands of these
special verband prepositioncombinations and they are called Phrasal Verbs. They cause the
ELL a greatdeal of difficulty. Notonly do certain prepositions fit with certainverbs, those
particularcombinations mayhave manydifferent meanings, largely idiomatic.

Phrasal Verbs: For example, the phrasal verb“look at” has 4 different meanings: to physically
focus youreyes on someone or something, to examine somethingin order to make a decision,
to havea particular opinion about something, andto consider how muchsomething will cost or
how much time something will take!



There are anumberof rules to guide you regarding use of prepositions, but you musttake
them with “a grain of salt,” meaning here thatthere are so many exceptions to these “rules”
thatyour head wouldspin! The best guide you could have for choosing the correct preposition
is actually justtoread, read, read. The moreyou read, the more prepositional phrases you will
see,and themoreyou will learn which words go with which preposition.

You may also startto understandthat when two different prepositions are acceptableincertain
situations, itis probably because the differenceis either sosubtlethatitis difficult to explain
or,infact, thesubtledifference has actually been forgotten years agoby the average English
speaker. Atthatpoint, you just haveto accept “Either way is okay” becauseitreallyis okay.
Also, don’tforgetthatlanguageis always changing. If enough people “break” a rulein English
anditis obviously accepted by the majority of educated writers, the chances arethe rule needs
to bechanged to reflect the changing times.

The sameattitude of acceptanceisrequired when we seem to have the samesituationbutuse
different prepositions. Often, thelogic which created the difference has been forgotten.
Examples: “Yourideinthecar, butyou rideonthebus.” “I havean account at thatbank” but “
have a safety-deposit box in that bank.”

Common Prepositions

about before except for near through
above behind excepting next throughout
accordingto below for of till

across beneath from off to

after beside in on toward
against between inadditionto onto under
along beyond inback of on top of underneath
alongwith but in caseof out unlike
among by infrontof outof until
apartfrom by means of inplaceof outside up

around concerning inside over upon

as despite inspiteof past upto

as for down insteadof regarding with

at during into round within
because of except like since without



The Relationships that Prepositions Reveal

(This information regarding relationships was prepared by the Writing Centre of SMT. Parvatibai Chowgule
College, Goa, India.)

1. Place/Position At the door, athis office, above the sky, a barrier

At, above, across, against,
among, before, behind, below,
between, by, down, in, Inside,
near, of ,on, over, under, upon,
with, within

acrosstheroad, stood against him,amongthegirls,
stood before her, behind the house, below the table,
between you and me, down theriver, in/inside the
class, nearthe corner of the street, on thetale, on the
top of the mountain, under the table, with his fiend,
within thecampus

. Time

At, after, before, by, during,
from, for, in, on, since, till, until,
within, throughout

At 9 a.m., atnight, after 4 o’clock, before her
department, beforethe 15" of July, by 6 p.m., during
the whole summer, fromthe 1* of January, from
January 1%, for a week, in Junein 1995, in the evening,
on Sunday, till she comes, within four months,
throughouttheyear

. Direction/movement

at,away, across, down, for from,
into, off, over, out of, round, to,
towards, up

threw stones atthe dogs, awayfromIndia, ran across
the field, wentdown the hill, start for Mumbai, fled
fromhome, jumped into the pool, fell off the train,
flew over my head, came out of theroom, tour round
the world, go to school, turnto theright, walk to the
door, towards north, climbup the hill

. Manner/Means
By, with, through, from

Paid by cash, powered by electricity, it's 5:30 by my
watch, taller by two centimeters, with love, cutit with
a knife, through afriend, from gratitude

. Reason/Purpose

Died for the country, took medicinefor acold,
suffering from cold, died of cancer,

Lost his watch through negligence, read to learn,
shivers with fever

. Possession/relationship
Of, with

The book of Ravi, the coat of my grandfather, the boy
with dark hair, | live withmy cousins. Mixtheflour
with somemilk.

. Standard/Rate/Value/Speed
At, by

The bank chargesinterestat9 percent. Cloth issoldby
the meter. RiceissoldatS3perkg. Thetrainis
runningat90 km. per hour.




Rules to Guide You in the Use of Prepositions

PREPOSITIONS TO INDICATE TIME

¢ In aspecifictime period (duringis also correct butislesscommon)
Example: in 2010, inJuly, in the spring, in a few months (seconds, days, years)
¢ Inaperiodofthe day
Example: inthe morning (afternoon, evening)orin the daytime (morning, evening) but
at night
e Foraperiodoftime
I have been a mother for thirty years.
e Ona specificday or date
Example: on Friday, on my birthday, on July 10"
e Ataspecifictime or period of time
Example:at noon, at 2:00, at dawn, at dusk, at nightfall, at twilight, at takeoff (the time
a plane leaves), at breakfast (any time a specific meal takes place)
e By aspecifictime (means no later than that time)
I will meet you at the theatre by 7 p.m.
¢ Until a specifictime (continuing up to that time)
Yesterday, | worked until 6 o’clock.
e Since a date or an hour
They have been living next door to us since 1989.
e Duringa continuing time period (or within thetime period)
My son was feverish during the night.
e Miscellaneous time expressions
Ontime (thatis, promptly)
In a while
At the beginning (of a day, month, year)
In the middle of (a day, month, year)
Atthe end of (a day, month, year)
Fromtime to time (thatis, occasionally



PREPOSITIONS OF TIME

in—on-at

IN

A W N

with month
with years
with times of theday

with seasons

inJanuary,inlJuly
in2012
inthemorning,intheevening

inthespring,inthefall

ON

. with dates (month & day)

with days of the week

. with special days & holidays

on May 18, 0on February 4
on Monday, on Saturday night

on my birthday, on New Year’s Day, on Christmas Day

AT

. exacttime

. with times of theday

at6:00,at7:30

atnoon, atnight,atmidnight




PREPOSITIONS TO INDICATE PLACE

e In alocation surrounded by somethingelse
Example: In Alberta, in Calgary, in downtown Bombay, in the kitchen, in the apartment,
inthe bathtub
e At aspecificlocation
Example: at your house, atthe bank, atthe corner of Third Avenue and Main Street
e Onthe toporthe surface of something
Onpage 20, on the second floor (butin the attic, orin the basement), on Wellington
Street, on the mezzanine, on street level.
¢ In acountry, area, state, city or neighborhood
In India, in Goa, in Regina
e Onastreetorblock
We live on Birchgrove Drive
e Ataspecificaddress
We live at 185 Birchgrove Drive
e Atanintersection oftwostreets
We live at the corner of Birchgrove and Tillicum. Let’s meet at Lorne and Main.

PREPOSITIONS FORVEHICLES AND CHAIRS

¢ In(to) and out of small vehicles like cars and chairs with arms
I gotinto the cab as someone else was getting out of it.
My father likes to sit in his big, comfortable chair.
e On and off (of) for large vehicles (like planes, trains, buses, and boats)
And armless chairs or any long seat like a bench or asofa.
We rode on the subway and got off at our stop
He’s sitting on that bench over there.
The man on the wooden chairis his brother.

OTHER PREPOSITIONS

e Forareason or for someone who benefits
Joel wentto the barber for a haircut.
My neighbor asked me to mail this letter for him.
I boughta present for my daughter.
e About asubject (or onasubject)
We were talking about ourplanto visit India.
I recently read an article about climate change.
e Betweentwo,amongthreeor more
We shared the apple between the two of us.



The six members of the board discussed it among themselves.
e From astarting point to adestination

We drove from Regina to Winnipeg.
e Toward (inthe direction of) a place

| walked toward my friend’s house but turned south before | arrived there.
e Into(entering)aplace or space

Jack wentinto her housethroughtheback door.
¢ In (inside of) a place or space

He’s been running in the gym; he hasn’t been outside yet.
e Onasurface

The bookison the table.

The portraitis hanging on the wall.
e Offasurface

| took the book off the table.

The painting fell off the wall.

Location:

Normally, prepositions come before nouns or pronouns.
Example: | gavea book to thegirl.
The catjumped on therat.

| know nothing about her.

Noticethat prepositional phrases that show place come before those that show time.

Example: Monica livedand worked in Indiain 2011.

A Special Contrast Between “on” and “in”

Many students have trouble with these two words, especiallyif they speak Spanish since
Spanishhasonly one preposition, en, to mean both onand in.

1. To show place relationships:

e “On”generally means “on thesurface of” or “on top of”; on thefloor, on a street. on
(top of) a bed (without sheets over one’s body), on a large vehicle (a bus, a train, a
planeora boat), on a chair(generally one withoutarms), on a long seat whichis used
as a sofaoracouch,on (or at) a streetcorner, on a bicycle (or motorcycle), on (top
of) a desk.



e “In”generally means “inside of” or “within”:ina room, in the water,ina small
vehicle,in a bed (with the sheets over one’s body), in(side) the corner of a room(the
walls enclosethe person or object, in achair(generallyonewith arms),ina
container, in a desk drawer.

2. To show time relationships:
e “On”refers toa dayor a date:on Saturday, on July 5,1990, or on Thanksgiving.
e “In” generally means “withina period of time,” includinga month or aseason:in
January,insummer,in an houror a minute, in a while

3. To expressideas withinidioms
e Onfoot, ontime, every hour onthehour,incharge,inthe mood.

PREPOSITIONS THAT REPEAT THE MEANINGS OF PREFIXES

A prefix is somethingattached to the beginning of a word. For example, the prefixre- means
“again,” sotheword review literallymeans “view again.” Manywords in Englishcomefrom
Latin; hereis a list of some common Latin prefixes, along with their meanings.

Prefix Meaning Examples

ad-,ac-,ap-,ag to admit, acceptable, apply, agree
con-, com- with converse, communicate

ex-, e- from excuse, emigrate

in-, im- in involved, implicit

Many times—but not always—a word with one of these prefixes also repeat the meaning of
the prefixin aprepositionfollowing the word.

admitted to a school; acceptable to me, apply to the school; agree to a contract

conversed with me; communicated with a friend
excused from class; emigrate from a country,
involved in a crime, implicitin his statement

TRICKY LITTLE MONSTERS

Herearesome prepositions that often confuse us:

1. Between—-Among

Use between when referring to two persons, places, or things, anduseamong when referring
to three or more.

The chapatti was shared between Monica and Vernul.
The rice was shared among Abhilasha, Naina and Swati.



Between may alsobe used to express a relationship of one thing to each of several other things
on a one-to-one basis.

A separate agreement was signed between Goa University and each of its 27 colleges.
2. Beside — Besides
Beside means “by the side of”; besides means “in addition to”
Yes, the person sitting beside Mr. Dange is Ms. Blais, our guest speaker.
Do you know whatis on the menu besides rice?
3. Since-for
Since means “froma pointof timeinthe past.” Forisused to refer toa periodoftime. It
shows duration.
Emily has been working fortwo hours. OR Emilyhas been working since 10a.m.

4. Inside —Outside

Do notusethe preposition of after inside or outside. Whenreferring to time, use within, not
inside of.

The conference roomdoor is the first door inside the main entrance (not inside of)
We expect to have our forecasts completed within the week. (not inside of)

5. All-Both

Use of after all or both only when all or both refers to a pronoun.
Omitofifeither word refersto a noun.

All the contracts were signed by Mr. Sawant. (ofis not needed)
All ofthem were signed by Mr. Sawant. (of is required here)

6. At—-To-In-Into

At andindenote position; to and intosignify motion



Monica arrived at the airport and immediately went to the ticket counter (At for position;to for
motion)

They wentinto the building and set up the display in the lobby. (intofor motion; in for position)

7. Behind—Not In Back Of
Use behind, not in back of. In front of, however, is correct.

Until the messengerarrives, placethese cartons behind, notin front of, the file cabinets.

8. From-0Of

Fromis generally used with persons; offis used with things (Offis used with persons only when
something on the personis physically being lifted away) Never use of or from after off.

Get some extra copies of the book from Monica. (Not off Monica)

After afew hours, take the bandage off your arm. (Somethingis beingphysicallylifted away)
Let’s move these groceries off the table. (Not off of the table)

9. Where, NotWhere At or Where to

Addingator to after whereis illiteracy.

10. Help not help from
Do not use the word from after help.

Although we knew the answer, we could not helpasking Mr. Rodrigues the question.

11. Opposite, Not Opposite To
Do notusethe word to after the word opposite.

The new building is directly opposite the library.

12. Like,Not Like For

10



We told Mr. Dange that we would like him to give the keynote speech at the banquet.
13. By and With
14. Use by and With

Use “by” when you wantto referto the doerof an action. Example: The tiger was killed by
Laxman (Laxman is the doer; hekilledthetiger). Use “with” when you want to refer to the
instrument with which the action was performed. Ex: The tiger was killed with a gun (The gun
is theinstrument with whichthetiger was killed).

COMMON EXPRESSIONS USING SPECIFIC PREPOSITIONS

abhorrence of (She has an abhorrence of onions)

abhorrentto (Onions areabhorrentto her)

abideby (with) a decision (Ihope he abides by (with) his decision)

abidewith aperson(ltisimportantto abide with someoneyoulove)
aboundin(with) (Thelake aboundedwith fish)

accompanied by (Would you like to be accompanied by a friend?)

accompanied with (He was accompanied with a badtemper)

accuse someone of something (She was accused of stealing the diamondring)
acquaintance with (She hadan acquaintance with the president. She was acquainted
with the president)

acquit of (She was acquitted of stealing the diamond ring)

adapted to/adjusted to (My friend adapted to livingin Canada aftera few years)
adapted for (ladapted the plateinto a spoon foreating my soup)

adapted fromawork (The movie The Pearl Earring was adapted from a painting by
Vermeer.)

affectionfor someone (Joel felt a lot of affection for Roland)

affiliated with (Chowgule Collegeis affiliated with Goa University in India)

affinity between (The two friends shared a strong affinity between themselves.)
afraid of something (I am afraid of violent movies)

agreeto a proposal (Sheagreed with hisideathatthetable shouldbe moved across
the room)(the objectis nota person or idea)

agreewith someone aboutsomething (I agreed with her that movies should be
uplifting)(the objectis a person oridea)

agreeto somethingthatis nota personoridea(Ranjithasagreed to the proposal)
agreeableto/with (She was agreeable to going to dinner with him)

alarmed at something(The dog was alarmed atthe storm)

a lotof something (Itis niceto havea lot of money)

11
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amazed atsomething (I am always amazedatthe Aurora Borealis)

amused ator by someone or something (She was amused by his exaggerated stories)
angry ata thing or condition (He was angryat his lack of strength)

angry with (Shewasangry athim for ignoring her)

approve of someone or something (He approved of his friend’s tenacity)
argueaboutsomething (They argued about | egalizing prostitution)

argue with someone for/against something (She argued for legalizing; heargued
againstit)

arriveata placeina city or country (They arrived attheresort by the ocean)
ashamed of something (Most of us have been ashamed of somethingatsometimein
our lives)

ask something of someone /asksomeone for something (John’s bossasked him for
his report)

associated with someonein some activity (He was associated with Bob in the soccer
team)

assuresomeone of something (He assured Emily of his true love)

atthe top of (Gretzky was atthe top of the hockey worldfor years)

attend to (Students should attend to their professors)

attend upon/waiton (Theservantattended upon his employers)

aware of someone or something (She was aware of his attentionatthedinner party)
bargainwith someone for something (Emily loves to bargainwith the sales clerkfor a
cheaper priceon the clothing she wants)

because of somethingor someone (Georgiawas afraid to go to India because of the
long planeride)

believein something(However, she believedin her tenacity to survive)

beneficial to (Eating vegetables is always beneficial to one’s health)

bestow upon (She bestowed a warm smile on him)

blame someone for something (She blamed her sister forthe accident)

buy from (You can buyshoes fromthatstore)

by means of (By means of climbing the rocks, she reachedthe top of the hill)

callon someone (Janet called on her co-worker to seeif she wanted to go outfor a
tea)

calltosomeonefroma distance (Emilycalled to Ericfrom across the street to wait for
her)

callup someoneon the telephone (Wayne called Sarah up fora date)

capable of something (Joel was capable of building stairs)

certainof something (We can never be certain of everything but we canbe certainof
somethings)

challenge someone to something(Georgia challenged Emily to finish her Mastersin
Mathematics)

characteristicof something (It was characteristic of Emilythatshe would acceptthe
challenge)
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cheatsomeone out of something (Kyle cheated her out of S100thatshe paidfor
uniforms when hedid not deliver them).

closeto someone or something (She felt close to him when he showedthat he cared)
commenton someone or something (She commented on the weather)
communicate something to someone (The supervisor communicated his displeasure
to his employees.

comparable to something (Barbara’s running speed is comparable to Sandra’s)
compareto the mirror image (asserta likeness) (Jentinis compared to the mirror
imageof his brother)

comparewiththereverseside (analyze for similarities or differences) (Itis interesting
to compare Pride and Prejudice with Mansfield Park.

complain to someone or something (The customer complained to the storeabout the
merchandise)

compliance with (The employee hadto change his reportincompliance with his
supervisor's request)

comply with(Theemployee had to complywith his supervisor’s request)

composed of (The soup was composed of tasty meat, vegetables and water)
conceive of something(He thought he was so unattractive that he could not conceive
of her loving him)

concerned about someone or something (Amother is always concerned about her
child)

confer on/upon (The chancellor of the university conferred a degree on the student)
confer with/talk to (Before they built the house, they had to confer with anarchitect)
confessto someone (Theyoung boy confessed to his teacher that he hadstolenthe
toy)

confidein(Thetwo good friends often confide in each other)
confidenceinsomething or someone (He had confidence in his ability to finish the
book on time)

confident of (He was confident of being able to finishthe book on time)

conformto (Thegirl wanted to buy a new dressin order to conform to the latest
popularstyle)

congratulate someone on something (Bill congratulated Elizabeth on her swimming
award.)

conscious of something (She gradually became conscious of the man sitting next to
her on the bus)

consideration forsomeone (Out of considerationfor her friend, shedidnot phone
her too early inthe morning)

consist of/ made up of (The dessert consisted of lemon and raisins)

contemptfor someone or something (She hadnothingbut contempt for the
pedophile)

contribute to something (The philanthropist contributed thousands to the charity)
control over someone or something (Feminists argue that men have total control
over women)
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convenientfor/suitable or easy for (Wouldit be convenient for you to meet meatthe
theatrejustbeforethe movie begins?)

convenientto (Her houseis very convenient to school)

convict someone of something (The womanwas convicted of stealing the diamond
ring)

copy from someone (Because hedid not understand the teacher, Rob copied his
assignment from his classmate)

correspond with/to (The shoes she bought corres ponded with her dress)

counton someone for something (I knowthat| can always counton you to helpme
whenlamintrouble)

creditfor (Emily should be given creditforthe hard work she has done over the pa st
few years)

curefor (So far, the scientists of the world have not found a cure for cancer)
curesomeone of something (We wouldall like to see Alzheimer’s patients be cured
of this terrible disease)

deal in goods andservices (Mr.Zheng deals in computer software)

deal with someone (Thelibrary staff didnot know how to deal with theangry
patron.)

decide on something (Ginger has to decide on the marriage proposal)

dedicate somethingto someone (The writer dedicated her book to her husband)
defend someone from something or against something(He defended his namefrom
slander)

delighted withsomeone or something(The grandmother was so delighted with her
sweet granddaughter!)

delightinsomeone or something (When two peoplearein love, they take delightin
each other)

demand somethingof someone (Therobber demanded three bags of gold of the
bank manager)

depend on someone for something (We canalways depend on our friends for
comfortwhen wearesad)

deprive someone of something (The mother deprived her son of his favorite toy
when he acted badly)

derogatoryto (Theteenager was derogatory to his parents.)

designed forsomething (The architect designed thelibrary for lightness and
openness.)

desire for something (Everyone desires a good |life fortheir children)

dieof or froma disease (My fatherdied of heart disease when hewas 52.)
different from someone or something (not different that) (Spanish is different from
Chinese)

disagree with (Husbands and wives sometimes disagree)

disappointed with/in someone (Sandra was disappointed in her husbandbecause he
lied to her)
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discrepancybetween two things (The accountant saw that there was a discrepancy
between the company’s books andtheir cash on hand.)

discrepancyinsomething (The accountant founda discrepancyin the company’s
books.)

disgusted with someone (Angela would not talkto John because she was disgusted
with himover his badbehavior)

dispense with (Ourcompanydecidedto dispense with the wearingof formal suits to
work.)

displeased with someone or something (We were displeased withthe service we
received in thatstore)

distrust of someone or something. (We should not make a habit of distrusting people.
Most peoplearehonest.)

do something about something (Ericdoes not like to do physics homework, but he
will when helsolder)

doubted someone about something (Rachael doubted Ginger when Ginger told her
thatshewas movingin Calgary

dream of or about something (Joel dreamtabout Ginger’s travels)

dueto someoneor something (Emilywas saddue to her friend’s sickness)

duty to someone (Achildhas a duty to his/her parents to bethe besthe/shecan be)
engaged to someone (Gingeris engaged to her childhood sweetheart.

employ for a purpose (He was employed for the purpose of moving the books)
employed at a stipulated salary (He was employedata stipulated salary of 60
thousand a year)

employedin, on, or upon a work or business (Heis employed inconstruction.

enter into or upon(start) (He entered intosalary negotiations witha positive attitude)
enter into (becomea partyto)(He entered into the Student Union last year)
enterinarecord (Heentered in a record of the number of students visiting the
Writing Centre this year)

enter ata given point (He entered the building at gate B)

escapefromsomething (He escapedfroma horde of fans)

excel in/atsomething (Wayne Gretzky excelled at hockey)

exception to a statement (There are exceptions to almostall grammarrules)

excuse for something (Her excuse for failing the test was feelingill)

excuse someone from something (Alice was not feeling verywell soher teacher
excused her fromgymclass.

explainsomething to someone (| will be happyto explain how to use punctuation to
you)

failure of someonein something (The failure of Alice inchemistry made her family
upset)

faithful to someone or something(Aman shouldbe faithful to his wife)

fall in love withsomeone (Weall wantto fallinlove with someone)
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familiarize with (When we travel, it takes a little time to familiarize ourselves with the
new area)

fascinated with something or someone (Alice was fascinated with the beautiful colors
of India)

fearful of something(Alot of people are fearful of snakes)

fond of someone (Elderly people are usuallyfond of children)

for the purpose of (For the purpose of getting good grades, students must study
hard)

for thesake of (He worked hardto make a living for the sake of his children)

foreign to (The culture was foreign to him but he adapted quickly and well)

full of something (His heart was full of love for his child)

grateful to someone for something(l am very grateful to you for the time you spent
showing mearound your city)

guard against something (When everyoneis sick around you, itisimportantto guard
againsttheirgerms)

guess atsomething (InCanada, itis very difficult to guess at the weather becauseitis
changing constantly)

hear aboutsomething (I heard about her sickness froma friend)

hintatsomething (He hinted at his unhappiness but would nottalkaboutitdirectly)
horrified atsomething (His mother was horrified at his bad manners)

identicalwith (notidentical to)(The twinsisters were identical with each other)

in caseof (you shouldleave your phone numberwill mein case of an emergency)

in common with (I think we have moreincommonwith each other thanwefirst
thought)

inthe courseof (You are bound to make some friends inthe course of your travels)
independent of someone or something (Every child must eventually grow up to
becomeindependent of his or her parents)

infavor of (Weareallin favor of working fewer days)

Inferioror superiorto (No oneshould feel interior or superior to other people)
influence over someone (Rasputinwas saidto havetoo muchinfluence over
Alexandria)

inform someone of something (We have to inform the students of the exam)
inplaceof (Wecan’tafforda sit-downdinner, soin place of it, we are offering a light
buffet)

inquireinto something (I need to inquire into the menus availableforthe dinner)
insearch of (Sheisin search of a good husband)

In spite of (Hefinished the assignmentinspite of being exhausted)

intent on something(She was intent on passing her course, so she studied harddaily.)
interfere with someone or something(Her headache interfered with his plans for
them to see a movietogether)

introduce someone to something (She was a little frightened to introduce himto her
parents)
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irrelevant to something(Your pointisirrelevantto our debate of theissue)

knock ator ona door (On Halloween, many little “monsters” knockat our door)
laugh atsomethingor someone (Itisreallyrudeto laughatanyone)

lecture on or about something (Dr. Smith will lecture this morningon global warming)
listen to someone or something (It will be worthwhile to listen to him speak)

look at someone or something (Itis niceto sitinthe parkandlookatthe people
walking by)

look for something or someone (I have been looking for my keys all morning)

look up somethingina reference book (I hadto lookup theword | didnot
understand)

made of something (The cake was made of flourandsugar)

make somethingfor someone (Thelittle boy made a present for his mother because
itwas her birthday)

mistakenfor someone (Annette was mistakenfor Brandy because they both hadred
hair)

need for something (Everyone has a need for love)

obligation to someone (I have an obligation to my mother to respectandsupport her
in her old age)

on accountof (Shecouldnotwalk faron account of her leginjury)

opportunity forsomeone or something (Thenew job isa good opportunity forone
lucky person)

oppositionto someone (Teenagers sometimes actin opposition to their parents’
wishes)

partfrom (takeleave of) (Weallfeltsorry to part from our friends after their visit)
partwith (relinquish) (I regretted parting with my books, butitwas necessary)

pay someone for something (He had to pay$15for theshirt)

pity for someone (Weshould only have pity for someone if we love them, notif we
feel superior)

plan or planningto (not planning on)(l am not planning on going out tonight; | just
plantostay homeandread)

pointatsomeone or something (Inalmostall cultures, itis consideredrudeto point
atsomeone)

popularwith someone (Movie stars are usually popular with teenagers and young
adults)

prefer something to something (I preferyogurttoicecream)

prejudice against someone or something (Some peoplereveal prejudice against the
elderly)

profitby (We can all profit by reading)

protect someone from something (Weall try to protect our children from harm)
provide something for someone (Mothers want to provide safety for their children)
punish someone forsomething (He punished the dog for chewing on therug)
qualifications fora job (Education is not the qualifications necessary for the job)
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qualifiedto do something (He drove a taxi because he was not qualified to do
anythingelse)

quarrel withsomeone over something (Itis never worthwhile to quarrel with friends
over politics)

guote something from someone (He spoke with emotion, quoting poetryfrom
Shakespeareas hespoke)

reason with someone about something (When peoplegetangry, itis often difficult to
reason with themabouttheissueandhelpthemcalmdown)

reason for something (Some people believe that nothing happens by chance; they
think thatthereis areason foreverything)

recover froma illness (Sometimes ittakesa longtimeto recover froma serious
illness)

inregardto (I need to talkto youin regardto your plans)

with regard to (I need to talk to you with regardto your plans)

as regards (I need to talkto you as regards your plans)

related to someone (I was happyto know that| was related to such nice people)
rely on someone or something(lamglad my children canrelyon each other now)
remind someone of something (I appreciate you reminding me about my
appointment)

reply to someone about something (email is an efficient way to reply to someone
aboutany business concerns)

require something of someone (Herequired complete obedience of his followers)
research insomething (We shouldalways be excited to research inareas which
interestus)

responsible to someone for something (The manager was responsible to the
shareholders for the profitable operations of the business)

resultfromacause (The brokentreeresulted froma huge storm last night)
resultof a cause (Theresult of thestormwas abrokentreein our yard)
retroactiveto (Wereceived asmall salaryincrease retroactive to last January)
rob someone of something (The men decidedto rob therich manof his gold)
satisfactory to someone (Her workwas satisfactory to her boss)

searchfor something(Every morning, | find myself searching for my keys)

send for something (I sentfora jacket whichl sawinthecatalog)

shocked at something (Theinternationalstudents were shockedat how much the
Canadianstudents drank on the weekend)

similar to someone or something (The sisters were very similarto eachother)
smileatsomeone (I liketo smileat peoplel pass by while walking)

speak to (tell something to someone)

speak with (discuss with)

stareatsomeone (In most cultures, itis consideredrudeto stareatsomeone)
start with something(When youstart with some vegetables and meat, you can make
a good stew)
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supply someone withsomething (Can yousupplymy friend witha bottle of your new
cleaner?)

sure of something (Itisimportantto besure of your feelings before you propose)
sympathywith or forsomeone or something (I have sympathy with your position;in
fact, | havea lot of sympathyfor you, but, unfortunately, we cannot changetherules)
take advantage of someone or something (Itis nota moralactto take advantage of
someoneatany time, but especially when they are weakened or suffering)

take care of someone or something (Every mother wants to take care of her child)

to talk over somethingwith someone (Instead of fighting, youshouldtalk overyour
problems withyour partner)

talk to someoneabout something (I haveto talk to you about a probleminour office)
tell someone of or about something (I haveto tell youabouta probleminour office)
thankful for something (I am thankful for my children)

think of or about or over something (I will have to think about (over) your proposal
for a fewdays. | need to think of a solution.)

threaten someone withsomething (He threatened her with divorce)

tired of something (I amtired of your nagging)

trustin something or someone (Hereally trusted in her, but she betrayed him)

trust someone withsomething (Alice trusted Barbara with her secret)

waitfor someone or something (She had no carso she had to waitfor the bus)
waiton a customer, a guest (Sarahwas happy to wait on the customersinher store)
weary of something (She was weary of the grey, rainy weather)

work for or on behalf of someone or something (The lawyer worked on behalfof his
clientfor nothing)

worry about something (Il am worriedabout my daughter’s health)



