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The Global Politics of 
LGBT Human Rights  

Friday 16 November 2007, University of Glasgow

Conference organizers: Dr. Kelly Kollman, Department of Politics; Dr. Matthew Waites, Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Applied Social Sciences.
This conference will bring together academics, non-governmental organisations and activists to explore recent global, European, UK and Scottish developments related to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) human rights governance, activism and discourse.  The conference takes place at a key moment in the history of LGBT human rights contestation as the United Nations, European institutions and individual governments are struggling to respond to the rights claims of sexual and gender minorities.  In 2006 alone, LGBT campaigners prominently adopted the Declaration of Montréal demanding human rights in relation to sexual orientation and gender identity at the International Conference on LGBT Human Rights, the United Nations granted several  LGBT organizations consultative status, and Norway issued a groundbreaking statement to the UN Human Rights Council opposing “human rights violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity.”  On 26 March 2007 came the publication of the Yogyakarta Principles on the Application of International Human Rights Law in Relation to Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity by a global group of human rights experts. Simultaneously there are intense struggles over same-sex sexualities and/or transgenderism occurring in states such as Iran, Russia, Nigeria and Jamaica, alongside struggles in the UK, for example to defend LGBT asylum seekers from some of these states and over Catholic adoption agencies.  The aim of the conference is to provide a forum for debate over the relationships between human rights discourses at various levels, ranging between global, European, UK and Scottish, and including analysis of political, sociological, legal, policy, and everyday conceptualisations of human rights. The conference will provide a forum to analyse developments, and seek to discern underlying social and political processes. 
Human rights discourses have become central to international debates over gender and sexuality during the past two decades.  However the universality of human rights has been problematised by comparative sociological, anthropological and feminist political research, as well as by elements of LGBT and queer movements which object to the displacement of ‘sexual liberation’, ‘equality’, or ‘queer’ discourses, by a human rights framing of these movements.  Many of these critiques echo broader social and political analyses which reveal the specifically Western cultural understandings that infuse global and European human rights conventions and discourses.   
The conference presenters will address the global politics of ‘LGBT Human Rights’ from a social theory perspective, as an empirical problem to be explained and interpreted, and/or from the perspective of political campaigning.  Some papers will problematise what is meant by ‘LGBT Human Rights’, and the heteronormative aspects of human rights conventions and discourses.   Sessions will consider how ‘LGBT Human Rights’ is situated in contemporary global politics and examine how norms, legal principles and networks of activists form across borders and within international institutions. A panel on Scotland and the UK will discuss the relationship of global developments to domestic political processes, dialogue and social understandings of gender and sexuality.  

The conference papers will focus on one or more of the following questions / topics:

· What is at stake in focussing on ‘human rights’ rather than concepts such as ‘equality’ and/or ‘justice’?

· How can sociology, politics and socio-legal studies each contribute to analyzing changes in human rights discourses with respect to gender and sexuality? 

· How can the key developments in global politics related to LGBT human rights such as the inclusion of sexual orientation into European Union anti-discrimination policies be explained using social and political theories? 

· How are Human Rights NGOs and LGBT NGOs shaping and shaped by the emerging global politics of sexual orientation, gender identity and human rights? 

· How should LGBT and other political movements and organisations in Scotland, the UK and the West respond to struggles over human rights in other parts of the world?  
· And what are the implications of human rights claims related to sexual orientation and gender identity in Scotland and the UK? 
It is intended that papers from the conference will be collected for publication.
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Funding and Support from University of Glasgow

The conference is FREE, thanks to generous funding by the University of Glasgow. 

Within the university the project has received support from several sources: 
The Chancellor's Fund
The Chancellor’s Fund directs grants from gifts to the University of Glasgow, with objectives including ‘Developing Excellence in Research, Scholarship and Teaching’.  For information on giving to the University of Glasgow see:  

http://www.gla.ac.uk/services/givingtoglasgow/chancellorsfund/

The Chancellor’s Fund has provided the major grant making the conference possible, funding expenses for some speakers.
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One Glasgow is a project of the University of Glasgow, led by the Equality and Diversity Unit, involving a programme of events challenging discrimination and addressing equality and diversity issues. One Glasgow is funding lunch and refreshments for the conference, and the conference organisers also gratefully acknowledge other forms of advice and support from Naseem Anwar, Director of the Equality and Diversity Unit:

http://www.gla.ac.uk/services/equalitydiversity/ 








The International Centre for Gender and Women’s Studies is an interdisciplinary research centre of the University of Glasgow. The Co-Convenors are Professor Michèle Burman and Dr. Mo Hume; and Kelly Kollman and Matthew Waites are participants.  The Centre has existed since 1993, organising seminars and conferences, and runs an MSc in Gender, Rights and Development.  For details see the centre’s website:
http://www.gla.ac.uk/centres/icgws/index.htm
ICGWS is funding some keynote speakers expenses and the evening drinks reception at the University’s Graduate Club.   

The Department of Politics 

The Department of Politics at the University of Glasgow is one of the UK's leading research and teaching institutions for political studies.  It runs a variety of MSc programmes, and includes a growing number of academics working on international gender, sexuality and human rights themes. 
http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/politics/
The Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Applied Social Sciences

The Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Applied Social Sciences is recognised internationally for its research and teaching activities.  It includes several vibrant research centres including the Centre for Research on Racism, Ethnicity and Nationalism, and contributes to the Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research.  Alongside an MSc in Sociology a new MSc in Equality and Human Rights will be beginning from 2008-9.   

http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/index.html

The Global Politics of LGBT Human Rights

Friday 16 November 2007, University of Glasgow

Conference Programme
Venue: Senate and Carnegie Rooms, Main Building, University of Glasgow 
9.00-9.30
Arrival and Distribution of Conference Information

9:30-9:40
Conference Welcome from Organizers:
Kelly Kollman, Lecturer in Politics, University of Glasgow. 
Matthew Waites, Lecturer in Sociology, University of Glasgow.
9.40-9.45
Welcome and Introduction of Keynote Speakers

Professor Noreen Burrows, Dean of Faculty of Law, Business and Social Sciences, and Jean Monnet Professor of European Law, School of Law, University of Glasgow. 
9:45-11:15
Keynote Addresses: 

LGBT Human Rights: The Search for an International Strategy. 
Joke Swiebel, Member of European Parliament (ret.), The Netherlands, 

and Co-President of the International Conference on LGBT Human Rights, Montreal 2006.
Unbearable Witness: Movement Politics and Not Being There.
Scott Long, Director of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Rights Program, Human Rights Watch, New York. 
11:15-11:30
Coffee / Tea Break
11:30-1:15
Panel 1: Transnational LGBT Human Rights Activism and Organizing



Chair: Matthew Waites 


Speakers:
Beyond the Polemics: The Continuing ‘Gay Rights’ Project and the Post-Colonial South.

Philip Dayle, Legal Officer for Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, International Commission of Jurists, Geneva, Switzerland.
Transgender: The Ugly Duckling of the Rights Movement?, Professor Stephen Whittle OBE, Professor of Equalities Law, Manchester Metropolitan University.  
Recent Progress at the European Level and its Impact on the National and International Levels.
Kurt Krickler, Honorary Vice-President of ILGA-Europe and Secretary-General of Homosexuelle Initiative Wien, Vienna, Austria.
Queer Activism in India - Decentring the Subject of Human Rights, Akshay Khanna, University of Edinburgh/Founding member of Prism queer activist collective, Delhi, India.  


Looking for Lesbians – locating the ‘L’ in LGBT human rights research

      

and activism

Kate Sheill, Identity-based Discrimination Campaign Coordinator, Amnesty International, International Secretariat.
Discussant: Kelly Kollman 
1:15-2:15
Lunch 
2:15-4:00
Panel 2: 
International LGBT Human Rights in Scotland and the UK



Chair: Kelly Kollman
Speakers:
A Pathway to Diversity?: Human Rights, Citizenship and Politics of Transgender 
Sally Hines, Lecturer in Sociology and Social Policy, Centre for Interdisciplinary Gender Studies, University of Leeds. 
Scotland's Approach to Human Rights - How Has it Helped LGBT Equality? 
Tim Hopkins, Equality Network, Scotland. 
Patrick Harvie, Member of Scottish Parliament, Scottish Green Party.  (title to be confirmed).
The Right to be Yourself – LGBT Youth Charter of Rights, 
Fergus McMillan, Director of Policy and Strategy, LGBT Youth Scotland.
Using the Transgender Umbrella in the Scottish Human Rights Climate, James Morton, Scottish Transgender Alliance Development Worker



Discussant: Matthew Waites
4:00-4:15
Coffee / Tea Break
4:15-5:30
Roundtable: LGBT Human Rights, Perspectives from Politics and Sociology


Moderators: Kelly Kollman and Matthew Waites


Speakers:



LGBT Human Rights and the Sexual Citizenship Debate 


David Evans, Senior Lecturer in Sociology, University of Glasgow (tbc)
LGBT Rights and Identity Politics in Russia: The View from Moscow 

Francesca Stella, Lecturer, Department of Central and East European Studies, University of Glasgow. 
LGBT Rights: To Bring the State Back In

David Paternotte, FNRS Research Fellow, University Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium.
Global LGBT Activism: Lessons from HIV/AIDs Organizing in Africa and India
Hakan Seckinelgin, Lecturer in Social Policy, Department of Social Policy and Centre for Civil Society, London School of Economics. 
6:00-8:00pm
Drinks Reception: University of Glasgow Graduate Club
Sponsored by the International Centre for Gender and Women’s Studies 

Conference Registration

The conference is FREE to encourage participation - including refreshments, lunch and evening reception drinks.  However, numbers are limited by the capacity of the venue, and likely to be capped. 
Therefore PLEASE REGISTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to ensure a place, and please only register if you are serious about attending.  Depending on venue capacity, it may still be possible to register on the day of the conference. 
To register, please EMAIL the Conference Administrator:

Lesley Scott, Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Applied Social Sciences:

lesley.scott@lbss.gla.ac.uk  (if there are problems, tel. 0141 330 2556).
In your email please state your organisational affiliations (if any), and your interest in the conference topics; your comments will be taken into account if numbers have to be limited.   

Please note Lesley works part-time, Mondays and Tuesdays only; do not expect an immediate response.  There will be a delay prior to you being informed whether you have a place at the conference.
If you have broader questions, contact the Conference Organisers:

Matthew Waites,  
Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Applied Social Sciences

Email m.waites@lbss.gla.ac.uk

Tel. 0141 330 4049

Kelly Kollman  

Department of Politics

Email k.kollman@lbss.gla.ac.uk

Tel. 0141 330 3910
Conference Organisers
Kelly Kollman, PhD (George Washington University, 2003) has been a Lecturer in Politics at the University of Glasgow since 2005.  Previously she was an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Carleton College in Minnesota, USA.  Her academic interests include European politics, environmental politics, LGBT politics and transnational politics and social movements. Her research focuses on the influence that transnational networks and norms have on policy outcomes in western democracies. She is currently working on two projects: the first examines the implementation of EU environmental policies in Germany and the UK and the second examines the adoption of same-sex unions policy in western democracies.  Kelly is the co-editor of International Environmental Policymaking: Transatlantic Cooperation and the World Summit on Sustainable Development Muenchen (Germany): Oekom Verlag; and has published articles in numerous scholarly journals including International Studies Quarterly, World Politics and Policy Sciences. 
For further publications see website: 
http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/politics/ourstaff/drkollman/

Address: Department of Politics, University of Glasgow, Adam Smith Building

40 Bute Gardens, Glasgow, G12 8RT

Email: k.kollman@lbss.gla.ac.uk ; Tel. 0141 330 3910  
Matthew Waites, PhD (London South Bank University, 1999) is Lecturer in Sociology in the Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Applied Social Sciences, University of Glasgow.  Prior to arrival in 2006 he previously researched and lectured at London South Bank University and Sheffield Hallam University.   He is author of The Age of Consent: Young People, Sexuality and Citizenship (Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005), and co-editor with Jeffrey Weeks and Janet Holland of Sexualities and Society: A Reader (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2003).  He has published articles on sexuality in journals including Sociology, Sexualities, Parliamentary Affairs, Social and Legal Studies and Sociological Research Online; and is on the editorial boards of the journals Sociology, Sexualities and Journal of LGBT Youth.  Current research interests include the new Commission for Equality and Human Rights in the UK, and international debates over ‘sexual orientation’, ‘gender identity’ and human rights. A forthcoming article for the tenth anniversary special issue of Sexualities is titled ‘Analysing Sexualities in the Shadow of War: Islam, the West and the Work of Reimagining Human Rights’.
For further publications see website:    
http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/staff/matthewwaites/#d.en.26094

Address: Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Applied Social Sciences, 

University of Glasgow, Adam Smith Building, 40 Bute Gardens, Glasgow, G12 8RT

Email m.waites@lbss.gla.ac.uk ; Tel. 0141 330 4049 
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Conference Information

About the University and Venue: 

The University of Glasgow is the fourth oldest university in the English-speaking world, dating from 1451.  It moved to its present Gilmorehill Campus, now in the West End of Glasgow, in 1870.  The neo-Gothic Main Building was designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott, and stands as key landmark in the city. 
The Conference will be held in the recently refurbished Senate and Carnegie Rooms, in the Main Building of the University of Glasgow, on the main Gilmorehill Campus.  
For further history of the university and venue, see:

http://www.gla.ac.uk/about/history/

The Main Building includes the Hunterian Art Gallery and Museum, Scotland’s oldest museum, recently refurbished, which will be open to visit at lunchtime on the day of the conference, and the days before and after. 
http://www.hunterian.gla.ac.uk/

About Glasgow: 

Glasgow is the largest city in Scotland, known as a vibrant cultural city with lively music and arts scenes.  
For information about the city’s attractions see: 

http://www.seeglasgow.com/

and 
http://www.gla.ac.uk/about/locationmapsandtravel/thecityofglasgow/

On the West End of Glasgow see:

http://www.gla.ac.uk/about/locationmapsandtravel/thecityofglasgow/thewestend/

and 

http://www.glasgowwestend.co.uk/
The University’s Main Building is close to the heart of the West End; but is also in easy travelling distance of the city centre.  
Location and Travel: 

The Main Building venue is on University Avenue, which crosses nearby Byers Road, the road at the heart of the West End (see Gilmorehill Campus Map below).  Hillhead subway station on Byers Road is the nearest subway; Buses also run up Byers Road, and there is a taxi rank with ready availability of taxis outside Hillhead subway station.
We advise all participants to print and bring the Gilmorehill campus map: 

http://www.gla.ac.uk/about/locationmapsandtravel/mapsandtravel/campusmap/
The University of Glasgow website provides information on location and travel:  
http://www.gla.ac.uk/

Information for Visitors:

http://www.gla.ac.uk/visitors/

Locations, Maps and Travel:

http://www.gla.ac.uk/about/locationmapsandtravel/

Travel into Glasgow:

http://www.gla.ac.uk/about/locationmapsandtravel/mapsandtravel/
For Travel, Maps, Directions see also:
http://www.cvso.co.uk/maps_directions/map_dir_intro.htm

Participants with disabilities and health needs: 
If you have particular needs, please contact the Conference Administrator Lesley Scott:

lesley.scott@lbss.gla.ac.uk (tel. 0141 330 2556)(Mon-Tues only), or feel welcome to contact the organisers directly.  

Access:  the venue is accessible, but participants concerned with access should print and consult the Accessibility Map for Main Building: 

http://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_26875_en.pdf

For all accessibility maps see:

http://www.gla.ac.uk/about/locationmapsandtravel/mapsandtravel/campusmap/
Of these you are also advised to print the accessibility map for ‘Hillhead Street to Bank Street’ which covers the area outside the Main Building.

http://www.gla.ac.uk/media/media_26873_en.pdf

Childcare: 

The university does not currently offer childcare, but if this is an issue for you please contact the organisers and we will attempt to assist.

Food: Vegetarian food will be provided as part of the conference lunch.
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