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The Value of College: Argumentative Essay 
Unit 1: Embedded Assessment #2 

Assignment  
Your assignment is to write an essay of argumentation about the value of a college education. Your essay must 
be organized as an argument in which you assert a precise claim, support it with reasons and evidence, and 
acknowledge and refute counterclaims fairly. 
 
Steps to the assignment (must be checked off):  
⎕ Create a solid thesis reflecting on the prompt’s question  

⎕ Create an outline of what you plan to discuss, including any evidence from your notes  

⎕ Turn in a typed, draft in MLA format  

⎕ Participate in peer-editing  

⎕ Turn in a revised, final draft AND any rough drafts and prewriting  
 

Rubric Criterion Exceeds Standard Meets 
Standard Emerging Needs 

Improvement 

Development 
of Ideas 

* a well-developed introduction and background, a 
clear explanation of the issue, and a claim, and presents 
a significant and compelling thesis  
*body paragraphs that strongly support claim with 
relevant details 
*summarizes counterclaims and clearly refutes them 
with relevant reasoning and evidence 
*concludes by summarizing main points and provides 
logical suggestions for change 

   

Organization 

*multi-paragraphed and logically organized to enhance 
reader’s understanding 
*innovative introduction with an insightful hook and 
strong thesis, coherent body paragraphs, and a 
perceptive conclusion 
*argument is convincing and adeptly utilizes a variety 
of persuasive appeals 
*Effective transitions exist throughout and add to the 
essay’s coherence 
*Entire essay showcases central point 

   

Genera-Specific 
Features 

*Genre-specific features such as diction, syntax, factual 
support, etc., create a specific tone for a particular 
audience and purpose 
*These features reflect an authentic, confident, 
authoritative voice. 

   

Diction 
and Writing 
Mechanics 

*Diction is appropriate for the academic audience.  
*Student follows MLA format and demonstrates 
superior command of conventions of standard, 
academic English, as well as a variety of sentence 
structures.  
*smoothly and accurately integrates credible source 
material with text  
* Either no errors appear, or they are so slight that they 
do not interfere with the meaning 

   

Writing Process 
*The composition reflects skillful revision and editing 
to produce a draft ready for publication.  
*Student reflects and submits various stages of the 
writing process.  
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