
Name:___________________________________________________Period:__________Date: ___________  
  
BIOGRAPHICAL NARRATIVE ESSAY SHAPING SHEETS: Writing Applications 2.1   
**This will be the ROUGH DRAFT of your essay. Refer to the bubble map for support.  Use any of the sentence 
frames which follow as support.  
   
INTRODUCTION (5 sentences)  
  
Attention Grabbing Opener: (1 sentence that summarizes what you have learned from this person’s influence)  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
NECESSARY BACKGROUND: Who are you writing about?  What is their relationship to you?  Why are they worthy of 
your ink and my attention? (3 sentences)  
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Controlling impression: Explain the impact this person has had on your life. (1 sentence)   
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Sentence Frames for Biographical Narrative: Tools for Writing 

The Language of Introduction: 

The introduction of your narrative should provide the reader with the controlling impression for your subject.  The 
controlling impression is what you want the readers to think and feel about the person whom you are writing about.   

Introduction Sentence Frames: Choose at least two to include in your introduction. 

Without ________________________ I would not have been able to __________________________. 

To some ____________________ is _______________________.  To me_______________________ is __________. 

S/he is worthy of admiration because_____________________________________. 

_________________________has accomplished _________________________. 

_____________________is significant because __________________________.   

S/he has impacted my life by ____________________________________________________________. 

 

The Language of Description: 

The body paragraphs should elaborate on your subject’s character traits through vivid description. This should provide 
evidence that supports your controlling impression. 

Building Description Sentence Frames: Choose at least 3 to include in your first body paragraph. 

_________________ is __________________, ________________, ___________________.   

_______________________________can be described as ___________________________________________. 

S/he believed/understood/ knew___________________since___________________________________________. 

S/he never___________________________.  S/he always __________________________________________. 

Whenever ___________________________ is around, everything/everyone feels/ thinks/ acts___________________. 

If you were to run into ____________________ in the street, you would get that impression that _________________. 

As soon as _______________________ walks in a room, it is clear that _____________________________________. 

It started when____________________________________________________________. 

S/he is known for saying__________________________________________________________________________. 

It is clear that _________________________ is motivated by _____________________________________________. 

 

The Language of Narration: 

The body paragraphs should elaborate on your controlling impression through details of events and vivid description. 
These should provide evidence that supports your controlling impression. 

Building Narration Sentence Frames: Choose at least six to use in your body paragraphs. 

An event that illustrates _______________________________ is when___________________. 

It started when_______________________________________________________________________________. 

When __________________first___________________________s/he__________________________________. 

Immediately before/ after ______________, _______________________________. 

Prior to_____________________________________________________. 

The situation grew______________________________________ as soon as _____________________________.   

With each passing hour/day, ______________________________________________________________________. 

Once ____________________________________realized __________________________. 

Time passed and _______________________________________________________________________________. 

His/her response shows to the situation showed that ___________________________________________________. 


