Exploratory Essay Assignment Sheet

English 1302


For your first essay for this course, you must write a persuasive exploratory paper in which you explain the controversy surrounding the issue you chose and state your position on the issue.  The paper should present the preliminary research you have done to explore the three positions on the issue:  the viewpoints in favor of (pro), against (con), and in the middle ground.  Most of the paper will consist of your explanation of the three positions.  The rest will consist of the preliminary case you will make for your position.  Be as objective as you can in explaining the three positions.  If you want to counter any of the points, you can do so when you present your case for your position.

The paper should conform to the standard organization of an academic paper:  an introduction with clear thesis, body paragraphs with topic sentences, and conclusion.  In the introduction, be sure to define the issue by briefly suggesting its history or background.  When did your topic become controversial?  What was the situation regarding the topic before the controversy arose?  What was the situation after?   What broader implications, if any, does the issue have?  Don’t forget to briefly define important terms and to provide brief explanations where necessary for an unfamiliar audience.
Your thesis should be a clear, direct statement that presents the three positions and that gives your position. You may have a single paragraph introduction with the thesis at or near the end of it.  However, you also have the option of presenting your thesis in a paragraph later than the first one, similar to the placement of the thesis in the “Homosexual Marriage” essay.  This choice is up to you:  neither option is more “correct” than the other.
The body paragraphs should present in an objective discussion each of the three positions, as well as your case for your position.  You should quote from, paraphrase, or summarize your source material in order to develop the body paragraphs.  You may have only two block quotations of only four lines each.  Use paraphrase and summary primarily to present the positions.  Be sure to properly credit all source material (whether direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary) by using correct MLA documentation techniques.

In the conclusion, summarize the three positions.  Then press your stand or point of view on the issue.  
Additional Requirements for Exploratory Essay:

· Length:  1,200-1,500 words or approximately 5 typed, double spaced pages; MLA format.
· Sources:  6-8:  Two (2) may come from CTRW or additional primary sources; the others must come from your database research.
· Works Cited page required.

· Submit paper to turnitin.com by class time on due date.
DUE:  ____________________________
