
Informative/Explanatory Essay 
Topic: Museum/Memorial Design Concept 
Teacher: Mrs. Curcione 
Due: Friday, May 25, 2018 
 
 
Writing Assignment 
In order to truly understand your design concept of creating a memorial or museum to commemorate 
a person, conflict, event, or time period you will be writing an informative/explanatory essay to explain 
your design concept. 
 
Format 
Your essay should be structured into three parts: 
 

Introduction 
● Overview of your memorial or museum. 

○ Description of person, conflict, event, or time period being represented in your 
memorial or museum. 

○ Historical justification for choice. 
Body (3 paragraphs) 

● Setting and location of memorial or museum and reason for chosen location. 
● Materials being used to create memorial or museum. 
● Description of the design process and how it supported and informed your project. 

Conclusion 
● Take Away 

○ What emotion(s) will your memorial or museum convey? 
○ What will tourist learn from your memorial or museum? 

 
Grading 

● See attached rubric for grading criteria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Informative/Explanatory Essay Rubric 

  5 4 3  2 1 

Ideas 

The topic is introduced 
clearly.  It is developed and 
supported by relevant facts 
and concrete details. 
 
All of the requirements 
were addressed in this 
essay. 

The topic is introduced 
well.  Almost all of the facts 
and details support the 
topic well.  
 
 
All of the requirements 
were addressed in this 
essay. 

The topic is introduced 
adequately.  Some facts 
and details support the 
topic adequately. 
 
Most of the requirements 
were addressed in this 
essay. 
 

The topic is introduced. 
Facts and details do not 
develop and support the 
topic effectively. 
 
Some of the 
requirements were 
addressed in this essay. 

The topic is not clear. 
The topic is not 
supported by fact and 
details. 
 
None of the 
requirements were 
addressed in this essay. 

Organization 

The ideas, concepts, and 
information are organized 
into a strong introduction, 
body, and conclusion. 
 
Varied and appropriate 
transitions connect and 
clarify relationships among 
ideas. 

The ideas, concepts, and 
information are organized 
into an introduction, body, 
and conclusion. 
 
Most transitions are 
appropriate and helpful. 

The ideas, concepts, and 
information are organized 
into an introduction, body, 
and conclusion. 
 
More or better transitions 
may be needed. 

An introduction, body 
and conclusion are 
present.  
 
Some transitions may be 
inappropriate or 
incorrect. 

The text is not 
organized into an 
introduction, body, and 
conclusion.  
 
It is hard or impossible 
to follow ideas. 

Voice 

The writer’s voice is 
appropriate for the 
purpose and audience.  
 
The tone is informative, 
respectful, and 
consistent. 

The writer’s voice is 
appropriate for the 
purpose and audience 
most of the time.  
 
The tone is almost 
always informative and 
respectful. 

The writer’s voice is 
mostly appropriate for 
the purpose and 
audience.  
 
The tone is mostly 
informative and 
respectful, but may be 
too informal in some 
places. 

The writer’s voice is 
not very appropriate 
for the purpose or the 
audience.  
 
The tone is 
inconsistent. 

The writer’s voice is 
very weak or absent.  
 
The tone is not 
established. 

Word Choice 

The language is exact and 
concise.  
 
Domain-specific vocabulary 
is used correctly and 
explained, as needed. 

Most of the language is 
exact and concise.  
 
Domain-specific vocabulary 
is used correctly and 
usually explained, as 
needed. 

Some of the language is 
exact, but some is too 
general or vague. 
 
Domain-specific vocabulary 
is used but not explained. 

Some language is 
confusing. 
 
Domain-specific 
vocabulary may be used 
incorrectly. 

Many words are 
repeated or used 
incorrectly. 
 
Domain-specific 
vocabulary is not used. 

Sentence Fluency 

A variety of sentence 
structures and sentence 
beginnings makes the 
essay flow smoothly. 
 
To read this paper aloud 
with inflection and feeling is 
effortless. 

 Most sentence structures 
and sentence beginnings 
are varied and flow well. 
 
Most of the sentences are 
well crafted. 
 
It is easy to read this 
writing aloud with inflection 
and feeling. 

 A few sentences share the 
same structures, lengths, 
or beginnings. 
 
The writing flows 
reasonably well.  It is 
possible to read this writing 
aloud with       inflection 
and feeling. 

Many sentences have 
the same structures, 
lengths, or beginnings. 
 
The flow is robotic or 
rambling. It is difficult to 
read this writing aloud 
with inflection and 
feeling. 

Sentences are 
incorrectly written or 
incomplete. 
 
The writing is difficult to 
follow. 

Conventions 

The essay has been 
carefully edited. 
 
Grammar, usage, and 
mechanics are correct. 

The essay contains one or 
two minor errors that are 
easily corrected. 

The essay contains some 
minor errors that may 
distract the reader, but 
meaning remains clear. 

The essay contains 
many errors. 
 
Line-by-line editing in 
specific places is 
needed. 

The writing has not 
been edited. 
 
Serious errors affect or 
alter the meaning. 

 


