
 
Unit 5 
 
Name: ______________________________ Due Date: ______ 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
Unit 5 Performance-Based Assessment: Informative Essay 

(50 assessment points) 
Assignment 
In this unit, you read about people who overcame various obstacles. You will now write 
an informative essay in which you explore the topic of facing adversity as illustrated by 
the texts in this unit, answering the question:  
 

How can people overcome adversity in the face of overwhelming obstacles? 
 
Requirements: 

● Must be 5 paragraphs: an introduction (with a thesis statement), three body 
paragraphs (each a different main idea), and a conclusion. 

● Paragraphs must be at least 5 sentences. 
● Each body paragraph must have at least 1 quote, integrated & properly cited. 
● Must use 3 texts from the list below. 
● Use a formal tone (no personal pronouns or contractions) 

○ Personal pronouns are any pronouns in the “I,” “you,” or “we” voice 
○ Contractions are words such as don’t, can’t, shouldn’t, won’t  

● Must use 4 vocabulary words from your blue vocab organizer 
 
Texts to Use 
 

● The article “Against the Odds” (Elfrieda Hiebert) 
● The short story “The Grapes of Wrath” (John Steinbeck) 
● The short story “The Circuit” (Francisco Jimenez) 
● The memoir “A Work in Progress” (Aimee Mullins) 
● The memoir “Story of My Life” (Helen Keller) 
● The article “A Young Tinkerer” (Sarah Childress) 
● The novel A Long Walk to Water (Linda Sue Park) 

 
Due Dates 

❏ Thesis Workshop due _____________ (15 practice points) 
❏ Topic Sentence Workshop due ______  (15 practice points) 
❏ Outline due _____________ (25 practice points) 
❏ Final Draft, printed copy, due ______________ (50 assessment points) 

 

 
 

 


