Informative Essay Assignment


Purpose
Research-based writing is one of the cornerstones of higher education. As a college student, a significant portion of your academic success or failure will depend on your ability to research effectively and efficiently. Those students who learn to construct clear research goals and tailor their research to match those particular goals will be able to quickly identify which sources will or will not assist them in their aims and, thus, will be able to avoid wasting time on locating, evaluating, and attempting to incorporate unnecessary information. This assignment allows you to familiarize yourself with the methods, sources, and aims of research that will assist you for the remainder of your academic career.
A second aspect of successful research-based writing must be considered: the ability to produce assignment-, genre-, and audience-appropriate writing. Papers that fail to fit the assigned topic or answer the designated question are bound to receive low marks. Papers that unsuccessfully meet the requirements of form or style of a particular discipline meet a similar fate. Finally, papers that are written without considering the reader’s expectations, level of expertise, and interest are destined to receive low marks as well. Therefore, it is critical that you are able to do several things when producing research-based writing such as identify the way that different audiences change the requirements and direction of research and writing, operate within the writing conventions that govern a discipline, and construct strong responses that correspond with the given assignment. This assignment is designed to assist you in developing the ability to navigate some of the rhetorical considerations intrinsic to all writing situations.
Learning Objectives
· In finding sources, students will locate and evaluate different types of evidence for logic, credibility, reliability, and bias (i.e. primary sources, online and written secondary sources) 

· In writing the project, students will compose a humanities style research paper that includes an evaluation of different types of evidence to support an original thesis and language appropriate for the audience and purpose
· Students will identify target audiences and craft writing to correspond with reader expectations and levels of expertise
· Students will synthesize their own writing with a breadth of primary and secondary sources with proper in-text citations and a list of citations to avoid plagiarism

· Develop an original and effectively supported thesis that is appropriately complex and significant
· give and receive useful writing suggestions during peer revision sessions

Directions:
Your assignment is to write an informative essay that is aimed at a specific audience. You topic should involve food in some manner and take into account the readings and discussions we have been having in class; furthermore, the topic should be researchable to some degree, so keep in mind that some topics are more conducive to research than others. Think of this essay as introducing a topic to a group of readers or enlarging the knowledge of a group of readers on your chosen topic. Your choice of readers, then, will range from those having no knowledge of your topic to those who have moderate knowledge and understanding of your topic. Your audience will be one that you identify as the target audience (e.g., the readers of Marie Claire, Rolling Stones, or New York Times, or is the writing more casual as in HuffPost or Bitch Media, or is it more academic for a peer reviewed journal). To be successful, then, you must clearly identify your audience and write an essay that would appeal to, and inform, that audience.
Those choosing to write for an audience with minimal or no knowledge of your subject must cite at least four (4) sources. Those choosing to write for an audience of moderately informed readers must cite at least six (6). Your sources should add substantive elements to your essay, not simply be quotes that happen to fit with your topic. No more than half of your references may be internet websites. Acceptable sources include newspaper articles, popular magazines, trade magazines, academic journals, books, and reputable websites. Do not simply give me a verbatim retelling of what you find on Wikipedia or similar sites unless you are trying to fail.

Papers must be at least 1000-1,500 words (heading and works cited page are not included in word count). You may choose to incorporate pictures into your essay, just be sure that you reach the 1000 word mark.

Your essay should (in other words, use the following as a checklist of things your essay should. Be doing):
-Provide a thesis that your paper will focus on, hopefully with a surprising reversal
-Summarize your sources 

-Analyze those sources and Respond to it critically

-Provide support for your thesis using personal experience

-Provide support for your thesis USING the peer reviewed and popular texts 

-Organize paragraphs coherently

-Show awareness of rhetorical situation and rhetorically strategies

-Cite all sources using proper MLA citation style

-Format paper in proper MLA format

-Provide a properly cited works cited page. 

Be sure that all documents:


• are typed;


• use 12 point font size;


• use Times New Roman font;


• are double-spaced;


• follow MLA style requirements for all other formatting issues (see the Purdue OWL for guidelines);


• have been spell-checked and edited for grammar and syntax problems;


• are properly uploaded as a WORD .doc or .docx or .pdf file (you can download Microsoft word for free by using your Bellevue College sign in at the Microsoft webpage).

(Assignments not uploaded as a WORD DOC or DOCX or PDF file will receive a zero and be ignored. In other words, absolutely no txt, zip, .pages, or other files are acceptable. If you need help formatting, come see me during office hours). 

Your grade for this essay will depend on how well you addressed each issue above. 

Writing Process:

You will turn in two drafts of your essay. A “draft” means a completed draft that fulfills all the assignment criteria. 

Rough Draft: The rough draft should be a complete (about) 1,000 word essay that follows the assignment guidelines above. This draft should be printed and brought to class for peer review (see schedule) 

Final Draft: The Final Draft will be a polished, REVISED essay of 1,000 to 1,500 words that is posted in Canvas. 

Resources for success:

Quoting, Paraphrasing, Summarizing sources:

1. Purdue OWL
2. Writing Commons
3. How to Write a Summary
Help for analysis:

1. Here
2. Rhetorical Analysis
Thesis help: Thesis statement help
MLA help:

A Handout
A video
Writing Center information can be found here



Guidance and Considerations
This assignment allows for several different types of successful responses. You could:

· Write an essay on a topic for which your target audience probably has very little knowledge (e.g., the development and use of factory farming to an audience of Cosmopolitan readers, the social and cultural significance of white-anglo chefs cooking “ethnic” foods to an audience of young women in a magazine like Teen Vogue;  you can look at the causes and effects of global warming on sea levels due to unsustainable farming practices to an audience of Seattle Met readers, etc.)

· Write an essay on a topic for which your target audience has a medium amount of knowledge (e.g., a review of the new food trends or a relatively conscious group like GQ readers, a look at the pros and cons of gastropubs and new restaurants have on an urban area for a reader of The Stranger, the latest research on sustainable food practices for readers of Science magazine, etc.)
Obviously, each category described above will require a different type of effort with different types of research and different types of attention to writing. Here are some considerations:
· The first category may not require extensive research to ensure your relative expertise. Instead, the majority of your effort will be spent attempting to craft an essay on a topic that is entirely foreign to a particular group of people. Your audience will be comprised of people who never would have sought out this information and may have little or no interest in, or use for, your topic. You must also make decisions such as how much background information the reader needs to have and what constitutes “essential” information in understanding your topic. Cleverness, creativity, and audience engagement will be keys in succeeding if you choose this type of approach.
· The second category will require more research than the first to ensure that you reach a higher level of expertise with your subject. Your goal will be to enlarge your audience’s understanding and knowledge on a topic. Thus, you will have to clearly identify an underdeveloped or missing aspect of their knowledge that you can address through your research and writing. You will, however, have an audience that is already somewhat interested in your topic, reducing the need for as much cleverness and creativity. Success in this category will require you to find an interesting topic that either expands the reader’s present knowledge or fills in gaps, but does not simply repeat in a boring fashion information that he or she already knows.
The formality and style of your language in the essay will be determined by your audience. Thus, you will need to familiarize yourself with your target magazine and audience to determine what would or would not qualify as an “appropriate” style, voice, and language. That being said, this is a research-based essay for this class, and while you can think of it as a magazine article in order to determine the formality of your writing, you must ultimately conform to the conventions of academic writing as it concerns the citation of sources and in using MLA citation and formatting style.
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