
Structure of an AP Rhetorical Analysis Essay/Timed Writing 
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Reiterate your 

position 

Introduction 
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Just a thesis 
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Shoot for:  2 quotes 

and 2 sets of 

explanation per 

paragraph, but that it 

not always possible.  

Shoot for: Full 

Introduction with context 

to topic, speaker/author, 

audience, purpose, and 

main points.   

Shoot for: Full conclusion 

with call to action, or 

relevance of topic to this 

era or the future, or 

relevance of topic to the 

world or America.   

Shoot for: 3 paragraphs, 

but 2 well-developed 

paragraphs are better than 

3 bad paragraphs.  


