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Theme is a statement about life that a writer is trying to get across in a piece of writing.  In most cases, the theme will be implied rather than directly spelled out.

Theme is similar to moral, which is the particular value or lesson the author is trying to get across to the reader.
When thinking about theme, it is often helpful to ask yourself… “what is the moral of the story?”  This will help you identify the theme.

When writing about theme, it is important to refer back to the definition provided above:  “theme is a statement.”  A statement is NOT an identification of topic, it is a statement on an author’s thoughts on a topic.  Therefore, a statement of theme must be a sentence that indicates what the writer is trying to say about a certain topic.

______________________________________________________________

Below are some common themes found in literature:

Individual vs. Society

The theme of individual vs. society focuses on an individual who has different ideas and opinions than a large group of people (society.)  Society usually judges the individual for their behavior and ideology and if the individual does not conform themselves to fit in with others, they will not be accepted as part of the community.  

What the majority believes may not always be right, but it is the point of view of the society.

Individual’s Search for Identity

The theme of individual’s search for identity is about one character’s journey to finding out what makes them an individual and sets them apart from others.  Many characters face challenges during their search while they experiment or experience situations that test their moral and ethical judgment.  The individual comes to terms with their identity during the climax of any piece of literature.

The Role of Women

Several literary works depict women who rebel in some form because of the rigid standards and roles society imposes on them.  Other works depict women as dutiful, but repressed.  By exploring these concepts in a research paper you need to identify the women’s function and purpose within a text.  How and why these characters would be considered a protagonist, antagonist, or a catalyst for the conflict of the plot.

The American Dream 
The term typically implies success and happiness. It also implies financial, security, material goods, fame, exceeding ethnic or social boundaries or simply living a fulfilling life.  Often in literature a character attempts to pursue the American dream with deception or lies.  Some characters deceive themselves or others around them.  These characters either come to terms with the failed attempts or die trying.  

The Loss of Innocence/Coming of age
This theme most commonly introduces an “innocent” character to the evil or complexity of the real/adult world. A coming-of-age story or novel is memorable because the character undergoes adventures and/or inner turmoil in his/her growth and development as a human being. Some characters come to grips with the reality of cruelty in the world--with war, violence, death, racism, and hatred--while others deal with family, friends, or community issues.
******************************************************************************
· If you cannot write a thesis statement based on theme, you will not be able to develop a paper on theme.

· When identifying the theme in a novel, you MUST be able to cite specific textual evidence that supports the theme.  If you can only provide vague or general commentary to support your identification, you have NOT identified a strong theme.    Strong textual evidence requires quotations.

· When writing about theme, you must not only provide textual evidence, but also analyze and comment on how that textual evidence helps the author to develop the theme of the piece. 
