Speech at Opening Ceremony of MWFTG Area Seminar

Good evening Presiding Bishop of the Methodist Church The Gambia and Chairperson, Gambia Christian
Council- the Most Reverend Hannah Faal-Heim; Honourable Ministers of State here present, all
Reverend Ministers ,Pastors, Directors, Madam Lay President, Officers and members of the Methodist
Conference, Members of the Executive of the World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church
Women, Delegates, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, youths and children, and members of
the Press, all protocols respectfully observed.

| give thanks to God Almighty for bringing this day to fruition. | am honoured to say a few words at this
very august and special occasion. Today is indeed a day of joy and celebration for Methodism and for us,
Gambian Methodist women in the annals of our history.

We as Methodists are called to build. We are answering the call of our Presiding Bishop, the Most
Reverend Hannah Faal- Heim who challenged us at her Ordination and at the Methodist Conference to
build. But, what are we building? How are we building? Where are we building?

As Christians and Methodist women we are being called to re- prioritise our energies and start building
for God. We need to focus our attention on acting upon our faith. It is true that we may be called to
build physical structures like houses, but we are more likely called to build up our relationships, our
community, our families, our church, our spiritual lives, our character and one another. We push away
or neglect our time with God because life is just too busy and too difficult. What is it that has made us
blind to God as we are caught up in the busyness and cycle of our desires.

We need to build as women and mothers, through faith in Christ Jesus. The responsibilities of
motherhood, love and care for the family lies with us. We are charged to emulate Lydia, Dorcas, the
widow at Joppa, Mary and Martha shining examples of women in the New Testament, who built their
homes with a strong foundation rooted in the faith. Today we are celebrating our grandmothers,
mothers, aunties, sisters who laid the foundation on which we are building today. We have been warned
in 1 Corinthians chapter 3, verses 10-14 to build with precious stones, gold and silver.

We are called go build in the Church, our communities, like the mother of our founder father- John
Wesley- Suzanna Wesley. She founded the ‘compound meetings’, which has evolved into the Auxiliaries
we have today. Her commitment and passion for outreach, evangelism and social responsibility has
paved the way for women’s active participation in the Methodist tradition.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, delegates, guests, the World Federation has since inception been
active in promoting women’s interests in all areas from spiritual growth, to development and peace. We
all share a common purpose — ‘to know Christ and to make Him known’.

The West Africa Area Seminar’s theme- Women’s Empowerment and Food Security — which cuts across
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), is a manifestation of our commonality and shared values.
Women across West Africa experience issues of food security, poverty, economic hardship, limited
opportunities for empowerment and growth, violence and abuse. Despite these difficulties, women
have also had their moments of successes and development which best practices will be shared at this



Seminar. | hope that all our deliberations and discussions will be fruitful and that these three days will
be well spent.

| want to take this opportunity to welcome formally our World Executive Officers, Unit Presidents and
Unit Correspondents and delegates to this Seminar. Madam World President, Madam World Vice
President, Madam World Secretary and Madam World Treasurer. —[ Please appreciate them].We also
have delegates from Benin, Cote D’lvoire, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal and The Gambia. [Please
appreciate them also].

Enjoy our warm hospitality and sunshine. | also extend a warm word of welcome to all our distinguished
guests and the media for gracing the occasion.

I thank you all for your attention. May God bless us all.
Mrs. Matilda Johnson

President, West Africa Area



