
How do you explain to children the difference between Meets and Excels? 

It is important parents and teachers have honest conversations with students. Some 
concepts and skills are more difficult to grasp than others, but given time and motiva-
tion, students can continually challenge themselves. Attitudes are contagious and it is 
important that adults involved convey to the child that learning is a process.  A rating of 
Progressing while learning a new skill or concept is appropriate. A rating of Meets, 
demonstrating mastery, is to be celebrated. A rating of Excels indicates that a student is 
consistently performing with distinction.   

How are assignments and assessments scored?   

Teachers use a variety of methods to provide feedback to students.  Pre-determined 
scoring guides, checklists, and rubrics are some of the tools used to measure student 
performance.  Teachers and students review performance expectations before begin-
ning certain tasks, especially projects.  Students may also receive numerical scores on 
some assignments and assessments. 

How do assignments and assessments inform the ratings that students receive on 
progress reports? 

Teachers continuously analyze student work and the results of assessments throughout 
the reporting period to determine next steps for instruction.  Before making a final de-
termination regarding student progress and marking it on the progress report, teachers 
review a student’s progress over the course of the reporting period in relation to the 
expectations of the year-end standard. This is simply one final look based on key pieces 
of evidence.  

What is the relationship between Standards-based reporting and Special Education?  

Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEP) must be provided with the same 
opportunity to receive grades in relation to expectations for grade level standards; this 
is a civil right. Since special education students are a heterogeneous group with various 
disabilities which impact learning, some may not achieve certain grade-level standards 
without special services and supports. For students with accommodations, the content 
of the standard remains the same, but the method for learning and demonstrating mas-
tery of a standard may be adjusted. Modifications, on the other hand, can mean chang-
ing the standard itself, identifying standards that are fundamentally related but also 
developmentally appropriate. The Planning and Placement Team (PPT) make decisions 
regarding what content areas, if any, require modifications of the grade level standards. 
For all students with an IEP, a supplemental progress report is provided that identifies 
how students are performing on appropriately challenging learning tasks as outlined in 
the goals and objectives of their IEP. 

Who should I contact if I have further questions about the new progress report? 

If the question pertains to the structure, philosophy, or reasoning behind the revised 
progress report, please contact your building principal or the curriculum director for the 
specific area about which you have a question.  

          Memorial School: Andy Gonzalez, 860-365-4020, agonzalez@easthamptonct.org 

          Center School:  Chris Sullivan,  860-365-4050, csullivan@easthamptonct.org 

          Central Office: Mary Clark,  860-365-4000, mclark@easthamptonct.org 

If the question pertains to your child’s specific progress towards meeting standards, 
please contact the teacher of the area that is in question.  

An Informational Guide to Our 

Elementary Progress Reports 
 

For many years, we have used standards-based progress reports.  A 
committee of teachers, curriculum specialists, administrators and mem-
bers of the district’s technology department worked diligently to revise 
our existing standards-based progress reports.  The committee studied 
the research related to best practices in reporting student progress, 
identified the guiding principles that frame the reporting document, and 
drafted descriptors that are closely aligned to the Connecticut Core 
Standards for instruction in each content area.  Aligning classroom in-
struction, assessment, and feedback to students and families to rigorous 
standards is essential to improving teaching and learning.  The ultimate 
goal of the committee was to create a progress report that was clearly 
aligned to new curriculum expectations and would provide parents with 
more specific feedback to better understand their child's progress, 
effort, and achievement. 

East Hampton Elementary Schools’ progress reports will provide infor-
mation on a student’s developmental abilities and progress in attaining 
learning standards in each subject.  It is our hope that standards-based 
progress reports, together with teacher conferences, will provide a 
more comprehensive and meaningful lens for you to understand and 
support your child’s learning.  The progress report and conferences will 
answer the question, “What does your child need to do to capitalize on 
his or her strengths and to further develop skills?”   



Q & A 
 

What are state standards? 

State standards are grade-level expectations.  They are written to clarify what 
children are expected to know, understand, and be able to do at the end of a 
given grade level. 

Why do the elementary schools use standards-based grading? 

A standards-based progress report puts the emphasis on learning.  The con-
cepts and skills that all students must master in each subject are defined by 
learning standards.  A standards-based progress report then breaks out what 
students do well and where they need to grow. As a result, the East Hampton 
Elementary progress reports will provide you with targeted information about 
your learner.  The goal is to provide meaningful feedback so both students and 
parents can track student progress toward mastery of key academic concepts, 
reflect upon strengths and weaknesses, and identify multiple pathways to 
deeper learning. 

How are performance levels determined? 

Performance levels are used to classify student performances into categories 
that describe the knowledge, skills and practices students in the category typi-
cally are able to demonstrate, including the consistency with which they can 
demonstrate these traits.  Performance level scores are not based on one as-
sessment experience.  As students work toward achieving grade level expecta-
tions in all curriculum areas, teachers carefully consider the following in deter-
mining progress toward year end standards: a collection of work over time, 
daily written or oral tasks, application of skills, periodic assessments.  

How frequently will progress reports be distributed? 

Communication between home and school is essential to support student 
learning. East Hampton’s Elementary progress reports will be distributed three 
times a year.  Each marking period is approximately 13 weeks long.  The dates 
of the marking period are indicated on the district calendar. Progress reports 
are just one of the ways in which student progress is reported to parents 
throughout the year. Other means of communicating student progress, both 
individually and according to district expectations, include: Parent/Teacher 
Conferences, Telephone Conferences,  Written and Verbal Communication, 
Newsletters and Websites, Samples of Student Work, State and District Assess-
ments. 

 

How is student progress reported? 

E: Excels—excels at learning expectations 

Student has an in-depth understanding of grade level standards and is excelling 
or meeting with distinction; Performance on the learner behavior is exceptional 
for grade level. 

M: Meets—meets learning expectations 

This rating indicates that the standard is being met, on a regular basis and at a 
level that is what is expected in the curriculum.  This is the goal for the grade 
level and should be celebrated. 

P: Progressing—progressing toward learning expectations 

This rating indicates that while the standard has not yet been met, there is an 
indication that progress is being made in meeting the standard.  A child needs 
more time and opportunities to practice and work in this area in order to meet 
expectations. 

W: Working—working toward learning expectations with support and/or addi-
tional time 

This rating indicates that there is little or no evidence that progress is being 
made toward the standard.  A child receiving this rating will be involved in addi-
tional classroom instruction that will increase time spent in the area where 
there is difficulty.   

I:  Introduced—introduced in classroom instruction, but not yet assessed 

N:  N/A—not addressed and/or assessed at this time 

Student performance is only reported for standards that are instructed and as-
sessed within each marking period. 

*  —An asterisk next to a performance indicator indicates a student is working  

toward individual goals. 

 

How are Student Success Skills reported? 

Teachers regularly monitor and provide feedback to students around the suc-
cess skills necessary to maximize learning, to develop strong work habits, and to 
foster social development.  Examples of success skills include: uses time effec-
tively, demonstrates organization, respectfully resolves conflicts.   

Work Habits and Social Development 

4 3 2 1 

Always Most of the Time Sometimes Infrequently 


