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Closing Speech by the President 
of Court of Final Appeal

Sam Hou Fai

Honourable Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen
This conference was summoned under the framework of the EU–Macao 

Co-operation Programme in the Legal Field. The Objective of the programme is the 
Consolidation of the Macao Legal System. This is an inspiring subject that has been 
receiving much attention from academics specialized in political research. I feel 
very honoured to be invited to chair the Closing Ceremony of the Conference.

During the three days conference, honourable speakers have delivered many 
papers of very high standard, so it is a great honour and privilege for me to be here 
to chair the closing ceremony.

In fact, when Deng Xiaoping first introduced the principle of “One Country, 
Two Systems” at the beginning of the 1980s of the last century, not many people 
believed his idea will achieve actual success when his coevals and future genera-
tions took up the challenge. And nearly no people believed the principle would lead 
to the co-existence of three legal orders. It was another challenge for pioneers to 
construct the idea into theory and practice.

A dynamic society can often motivate legal professionals to find ways in meet-
ing new public interests, and the functions of law are limited to addressing emerg-
ing social needs. New legal regulations are enacted to meet new economic, political 
and social challenges.

That is not what had happened following the creation of the “One Country, Two 
Systems” theory.

Because the ideologists advocating the principles and the theorists in the legal field 
came to take the lead and tried to put forward, firstly in legislative projects and then 
in executable treaties, the conceptual architecture created by Deng Xiaoping, – the 
intellectual “big bang” that would turn Chinese people’s dreams into reality: complete 
reunification of the sacred territories of the motherland under the same flag.

Despite those territories are with different governing systems and legal systems 
from different families.

However, as a result, along with the political reunification of people and the ter-
ritorial integrity of the country, the sovereignty of Chinese people has been restored 
to its original dimension and significance.

J.C. Oliveira and P. Cardinal (eds.), One Country, Two Systems, Three Legal Orders -   811
Perspectives of Evolution, © Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg 2009



812 S.H. Fai

Moreover, this unified sovereignty was set in line with several millennia of 
Chinese history and with her traditions of coexistence in diversity, respect for 
difference and mutual benefits. In a word: everything went through a peaceful and 
exemplary way.

All facts flew smoothly, as such Deng hoped, the people dreamed, the fruit came 
out. Although still on the way, the formula to success has already been revealed.

This Conference was held under the following framework: people came aware 
of the need in carrying out systematical studies and debates about the original 
theory – the conceptual “big bang” which has initiated new intellectual challenges 
and spurred the creativity of scholars.

All the contributions brought here, by all distinguished speakers, come to prove 
the innovative capability of those who are keen and be able to make their dreams 
come true.

Despite conceptual difference and practical difficulties, all the speeches delivered 
have shown the possibility to reconcile what seems to be irreconcilable.

The reconciliation is based on two major reasons, i.e. the horizontal objective 
and because there is an essential subject as foundation.

This objective (the dream) is to proceed with the peaceful reunification of the 
motherland (one country) while respecting political differences due to the historical 
reasons (two systems), seeking for solutions on opposing questions, never overlooking 
the rights enjoyed by different groups over the course of several centuries, and their 
political, economical, social and juridic traditions (three legal orders).

The essence is the legal base, common to all jurisdictions: the search of social 
peace, the worldwide respect for human rights and the constitutional guaranties of 
liberty. In what this matter is concerned, Macao SAR, the Basic Law fulfils the 
respect for all international agreements on human rights, and besides all, stipulates 
the principles of “high degree of autonomy” and of “Macao people governing 
Macao” according to which Macao SAR owns the executive and legislative power, 
as well as independent judicial power.

As what Deng had said, we should adhere to adhere to pragmatism and ideological 
emancipation, and the ideology should always be at the service of reality. Since the 
beginning of extensive reform, we have been following this guiding principle.

This is exactly needed both of preserve the identity of the territory and its people 
in Macao Special Administrative Region, and to implant and assist to the evolution 
of the principle of “One Country, Two Systems”.

Maintaining the laws of the “West” is just like maintaining Portuguese and capitalistic 
economic system, which are inseparable parts of the identity of Macao people. 
These provisions were indeed not included in the Basic Law just by chance.

This is the result of strong will of maintaining the current “second system” 
unchanged for, at least, 50 years. Thus, preserving the cultural values of the law 
previously in force, the language, the habits and the way of life of Macao people 
by giving them space and autonomy. All respect paid to all these aspects aims at the 
best interest of the Nation.

For this reason, we reckon the promulgation of the Basic Law of the Macao 
Special Administrative Region is of fundamental importance to the implementation 
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of the principle of “One Country, Two Systems”. Basic Law is a pioneer in the 
world. It is because according to the provisions of the Basic Law promulgated after 
the signing of the Sino-Portuguese Joint Declaration in 1987, the political structure, 
economic system, laws currently in force, languages used and Macao people’s way 
of life should be maintained. In addition, this achievement is the result of mutual 
respect and understanding of two different countries, which serves as a very good 
example to the World.

So ladies and gentlemen, we should feel proud of the conference held in Macao. 
This is because we could cultivate great ideas and have the ability to take on new 
challenges through systematic study and close attention to the experience process.

Ladies and gentlemen, for your contributions and demonstration of autonomous 
flow of thoughts, Macao people would like to extend their gratitude to all of you.

To consolidate Macao’s legal system, Macao Special Administrative Region and 
the European Union signed a grant contract on legal cooperation in Brussels in 
2001. Since this is the last conference of the cooperation programme, I would like 
to express my gratitude to everyone who have participated in this programme, especially 
to Ambassador Thomas Roe, Head of the Office of the European Union Commission 
in Hong Kong and Macao.

Finally, we will remember this conference as a good example on exchanges and 
cooperation in the legal field.

My best wishes to everyone.
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Programme

World Trade Center Macau
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Organisers:

International Law Office (GADI)
Legal and Judicial Training Centre (CFJJ)
Institute of European Studies of Macau (IEEM)

# # # # #

04 February 2007

Welcome reception and dinner at the Macau Military Club, hosted by the Conference’s 
Organizing Committee and the Conference’s Organizers: The International Law 
Office of the Macau SAR Government, the Legal and Judicial Training Centre of 
the Macau SAR Government and the Institute of European Studies of Macau.

First Day: 05 February 2007

9h30m Opening Ceremony:

1.  Welcome address by H.E. FLORINDA CHAN, Secretary for Administration 
and Justice, Macau Government

2.  The Head of the Office of the European Union Commission in Hong Kong and 
Macao SARs, Ambassador THOMAS ROE

3.  The “EU–Macau Cooperation in the Legal Field: Consolidation of Macau Legal 
System” Project Director, JORGE COSTA OLIVEIRA
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Coffee break

Panel 1

Evolution and Interaction of the Three Legal Systems: Romano-Germanic, 
Common Law, Socialist

10h30m – 12h50m

Chairperson: PAULO CANELAS DE CASTRO, Associate Professor, Faculty 
of Law, University of Macau

Commentators: FU HUALING, Director, Centre for Comparative and Public 
Law and Professor at the Faculty of Law, University of Hong Kong, and ANTÓNIO 
MALHEIRO MAGALHÃES, Lecturer at the Faculty of Law, University of 
Coimbra, former Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Macau

The Intersection of the Chinese Law and the Common Law in the Special 
Administrative Region of Hong Kong: Question of Technique or Politics? – 
YASH GHAI, Honorary Professor of the University of Hong Kong and of the 
University of Cape Town; Chief, Constitutional Advisory Support Unit of the 
United Nations Development Programme in Nepal, and Special Representative of 
the United Nations Secretary General for human rights in Cambodia Professor 
of Law (paper should focus, namely, on the interaction of HK common law and 
Chinese legal system, doors of communication between them, mainly the interpretation 
mechanism, the way the Basic Law absorbed the common law tradition, perspectives 
of evolution, maintenance of common law as key feature of HK autonomy).

Law of Things in the Macau Civil Code: An Extension of the Romano-
Germanic System Built Upon the Classical Concept of Ownership – The Case of 
Macau – TONG IO CHENG, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, Macau 
University (paper should focus on the characterisation of Macau legal system as a 
civil law one and its Portuguese legal system roots in particular in the fields of private 
law – civil, commercial – as well as envisage scenarios for its future continuity).

Legal Transplants and Economic Development: Civil Law vs. Common 
Law? – SALVATORE MANCUSO, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, 
University of Macau (paper should focus, namely, on the best feeding grounds of 
legal transplants, especially in civil and commercial law matters as well as the different 
anchors of legal transplants, e.g. via a formal legal obligation and as self will as a 
mean to improve its own legal system, and the decolonisation factor).

Modernization, Westernization, and Globalization: Legal Transplant in 
China – CHEN JIANFU, Professor, School of Law, La Trobe University (paper 
should focus, namely, on the evolution of the Chinese legal system, on the external 
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influences and its main focus on each major division of law, attempt a characterisation 
of the modern Chinese legal system, for example is it a civil law system, a socialist 
one, a mixture, possible informal influence of Macau and Hong Kong legal systems, 
perspectives of evolution).

Debate

Break for lunch

Continuation of Panel 1

Evolution and Interaction of the Three Legal Systems: Romano-Germanic, 
Common Law, Socialist

15h00m – 17h50m

Chairperson: RUI AFONSO, lawyer, Vice-Chairman of the Consultative 
Council for Law Reform, Macau Government

Commentators: JORGE GODINHO, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, 
University of Macau, and WANG ZHENMIN, Professor of Law and Vice Dean, 
School of Law, Tsinghua University, Member, Committees for the Basic Law of the 
Macau and of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s Congress

Scotland: The Constitutional Protection of a Mixed Legal System – CHRIS 
HIMSWORTH, Professor of Administrative Law, University of Edinburgh 
(paper should focus on the historical origin of Scotland as a civil law system, the 
gradual penetration of common law, which fields are, in our days, more connected 
to common law as opposed to those more civil law, and the influence and importance 
of EU law as well as the interaction of these three sources).

The South-Tyrol Autonomy in Italy: Historical, Political and Legal Aspects 
– OSKAR PETERLINI, Senatore della Repubblica, former president provincial 
parliament (paper should focus on the international foundation of autonomy, its 
consequences namely in the guaranteeing of its maintenance and development, 
refer to the role of UN, compare the South Tyrol autonomy with the other domestic 
Italian autonomous regions).

The Europeanization of Law – CRISTINA FERREIRA, Jurist at the 
Macau International Law Office, Invited Part-Time Lecturer, Faculty of Law, 
Macau University (paper should focus on the legal effects of European integration, 
discuss the direct and indirect harmonisation originated by the EU legislation).

The Notion of Reparations as a Restorative Justice Measure – ANTONIO 
BUTI, Senior Lecturer (Professor) in Law, Law School, University of Western 



818 International Conference

Australia, Yale Law School JSD Candidate, Barrister and Solicitor of the 
Supreme Court of Western Australia and the High Court of Australia (paper 
should focus on reparations as a restorative justice measure in the European, 
Common Law, Hong Kong and Macau domestic legal systems and how international 
law and legal theory can influence the development of reparation law in the named 
domestic systems).

Coffee break

Debate
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Second Day: 06 February 2007

Panel 2

Evolution of the Judicial Systems: Role of Public Prosecution, Role of the 
Lawyers, Specialised Courts, Judicial Guarantees of Fundamental Rights

9h30m – 11h00m

Chairperson: CHU KIN, Judge, Macau’s Court of Final Appeal

Commentators: DIOGO LACERDA MACHADO, Lawyer, former Secretary of 
State for Justice, Portuguese Government and JOSÉ PINHEIRO TORRES, Legal 
Adviser, Secretary for Administration and Justice of the Macau Government, Part-
time Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Macau

Lawyers, the Protection of Human Rights and Harmonious Society – CUI 
FENG, Deputy President of Guang Dong Lawyers Association (paper should 
emphasise the role an importance of lawyers especially as an integral part of the 
judicial system as well as its role as protectors of human rights).

The Judicial Guarantees of Fundamental Rights in the Macau Legal System 
– A Parcours Under the Focus of Continuity and of Autonomy – PAULO 
CARDINAL, Senior Legal Adviser, Macau Legislative Assembly, Invited 
Part-Time Lecturer, Macau University (paper should focus on the fundamental 
rights system, the Portuguese roots, the Basic Law framework, the international 
treaties, the guarantees of fundamental rights, especially the judicial ones and point 
some possible avenues of evolution).

Public Prosecution Vis-à-vis the Protection of the Legal System and the 
Protection of Fundamental Rights – GAVIN SHIU, Hong Kong Public 
Prosecutor, Senior Assistant Director of Public Prosecutions (paper should 
focus on the dual role of the public prosecution, the balancing of interests and the 
methods of fulfilling those roles).

International Criminal Procedure and the Protection of the Fundamental 
Rights of the Person – WLADIMIR BRITO, Professor of Law, Director, 
Department of Public Law, University of Minho, Portugal (paper should focus 
on a brief mention to the historical evolution of the international criminal procedure 
and the underline of its relationship with the International Criminal Justice institu-
tion, the fundamental characteristics and its role on the protection of the human 
being rights trough, namely, the due process of law principle).

Debate

Coffee break
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Continuation of Panel 2

Evolution of the Judicial Systems: Role of Public Prosecution, Role of the 
Lawyers, Specialised Courts, Judicial Guarantees of Fundamental Rights

11h15m – 13h00m

Chairperson: JORGE NETO VALENTE, Chairman of the Macau Lawyers’ 
Association, former chairman of the Constitutional and fundamental rights affairs 
committee, of the Macau Legislative Assembly

Commentators: STEPHEN WONG, Deputy Solicitor General, Hong Kong SAR 
and ZHU LIN, Adviser to the Secretary for Administration and Justice, Macau 
Government

Trend of Evolution of Chinese Mainland Prosecutorial System in the 
Context of Judicial Reform – GUO LIXIN, Professor, PRC Peoples 
Procuratorate Training Institute (paper should focus on the specialised courts 
system in the PRC and present information on the various specialised courts).

The Role of the Ombudsman in Defending Human Rights – IVO MINEIRO, 
Chief Investigation Officer, Commission Against Corruption, Macau (paper 
should focus on the Ombudsman’ and national human rights institutions in the P. R. 
of China’s three legal systems, as well as to draw possible avenues of evolution).

International and Domestic Judicial Protection of Fundamental Rights: A 
Latin American Comparative Perspective – JORGE CARMONA TINOCO, 
Professor of Law, Full time Researcher, Instituto de Investigaciones Juridicas, 
UNAM, Mexico (paper should focus on an overview of the panoply of fundamental 
rights judicial remedies available both at an international and domestic level 
purporting a Latin American comparative perspective mentioning namely the 
emblematic amparo writ and the protection mechanisms of the American 
Convention on Human Rights “Pact of San Jose”).

Fundamental Rights and Constitutional Limits and Constraints to the 
Police Action in the Criminal Procedure: Several Aspects in Some Jus-
lusophony Systems – JORGE CARLOS FONSECA, Professor and President, 
Superior Institute of Legal and Social Sciences, Cape Verde, former Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Cape Verde, former Professor at the Faculty of Law, 
University of Macau (paper should focus on the issue of the borderline to the police 
activity in the criminal procedure attending to the constitutional limits imposed to 
the fundamental rights restrictions and considering also the competence delimitation 
of the parties and subjects involved in the criminal procedure, providing some analysis 
in some lusophone legal systems such as Cape Verde, Portugal and Macau).

Debate

Break for lunch
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Panel 3

Autonomy – A Comparative Approach: Purpose, Origins, International 
Foundations, Structures, Financial Aspects, Evolution

14h30m – 16h15m

Chairperson: J. A. OLIVEIRA ROCHA, Professor, University of MINHO, 
former Professor, Faculty of Law, Macau University

Commentators: JORGE BACELAR GOUVEIA, Professor of Law, Faculty of 
Law, Universidade Nova de Lisboa, and CHRIS HIMSWORTH, Professor of 
Administrative Law, University of Edinburgh

Autonomy and Federalism: Which Evolution – HANS-JOACHIM 
HEINTZE, Professor of Law, Senior Researcher at the Ruhr-University 
Bochum, President of the International Association for the study of the World 
Refugee Problem (paper should focus on given cases of autonomy and of federalism, 
discuss it, compare the powers of each examples, point cases where the gradient of 
autonomy is higher in autonomy entities than in federated states, point some evolu-
tion perspectives).

Autonomy Experiences in Europe – A Comparative Approach: Portugal, 
Spain and Italy –FERNANDO DOMÍNGUEZ GARCÍA, Professor of Law, 
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Coordinator, Constitutional Law Unit 
(paper should provide a comparative approach using namely the elements of reference 
identified in the panel title, provide some insight on the autonomous regions vis-à-vis 
the EU, evolution perspectives and a tentative comparison with the SARs model).

French Overseas: New Caledonia and French Polynesia in the Framework 
of Asymmetrical Federalism and Shared Sovereignty – JACQUES ZILLER, 
Professor of Comparative Public Law at the European University Institute 
and joint chair at the Robert Schuman Centre and Université de Paris-1 
Panthéon-Sorbonne (paper should focus on the special status of the Outre-Mer 
territories, namely the above mentioned ones, both on a constitutional law and on 
an international law perspectives and its position at the EU level and institutions, as 
well as possible paths of evolution).

The Development of Asymmetric Regionalism and the Principle of Autonomy 
in the New Constitutional Systems: A Comparative Approach – GIANCARLO 
ROLLA, Professor of Law, Director, Centro di ricerca sui sistemi costituzionali 
comparati (Research Center for Comparative Constitutional Systems), University 
of Genova (paper should focus on and provide a comparative approach on developments 
of regionalism and of the principle in new constitutional systems and a tentative 
comparison with the SARs model).

Debate

Coffee break
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Continuation of Panel 3

Autonomy – A Comparative Approach: Purpose, Origins, International 
Foundations, Structures, Financial Aspects, Evolution

16h30m – 18h45m

Chairperson: VITALINO CANAS, Portuguese MP, former Professor, Faculty of 
Law, University of Macau, former Secretary of State, Portuguese Government

Commentators: EDUARDO  CABRITA, Secretary of State for Local Administration 
of the Portuguese Government, former Director, Legal Translation Office, Macau 
Government and MICHAEL C. DAVIS, Professor of Law and Director of the Graduate 
Program in Law and Public Affairs at the Chinese University of Hong Kong

Autonomy as a Tool for Conflict Resolution – HURST HANNUM, Professor 
of Law, Sir Y K Pao Professor of Public Law, Hong Kong University (paper should 
focus on the relevance of autonomy in preventing and stopping conflicts as well possible 
perspectives on the issue, namely in the light of accommodating minorities).

Autonomy and the Basic Law: Grundnorm, System and Autopoiesis – 
ARMANDO ISAAC, former Invited Lecturer, Faculty of Law, Macau 
University, former Senior Legal Adviser, Macau Legislative Assembly (paper 
will focus on a discussion of the basic triad: the norm, the system and the dynamics 
of (re-)creation, or the Basic Law from the angle of legal theory; the ensuing legal 
order under systems theory; and systemic autarky as the end reason of autonomy

Decentralization and Structural Policies: The European Experience – 
MANUEL PORTO, Professor of Law, University of Coimbra and Visiting 
Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Macau, President, European 
Community Studies Association (ECSA) (paper should focus on the various 
aspects of the decentralisation and structural policies in the European experience).

Legal Foundations, Structures and Institutions of Autonomy in Comparative 
Law – MARKKU SUKSI, Professor of Law, Abo Akademi University, Finland 
(this paper should operate as an umbrella to the issues of autonomy and consecrate 
key features as well as provide a charter of autonomy, identify the multitude of 
models that exist and perspectives of evolution).

Debate
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Third Day: 07 February 2007

Panel 4

Autonomy Within the P. R. of China: SARs et alii; Purpose, Origins, Structures 
and Evolution

9h30m – 10h45m

Chairperson: HO CHIO MENG, Attorney General, Macau

Commentators: LIU GAOLONG, Associate Dean and Professor, Faculty of 
Law, University of Macau and WEI DAN, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, 
University of Macau

The Relationship Between Central and Local Governments Under the 
Unitary State System of China – LOK WAI KIN, Professor, Faculty of Law, 
University of Macau (paper should focus on the other cases of autonomy within 
the PRC, its historical evolution, ethnical and other grounds, methods used, decen-
tralisation, devolution of powers, etc).

Autonomous Legislative Power in Regional Ethnic Autonomy of the 
People’s Republic of China: The Law and the Reality – XIA CHUNLI, Faculty 
of Law, Hong Kong University (paper should focus on the cases of autonomy 
within the PRC, its connection to the nationality issue and purport an overview of 
the safeguard of the general principles of the state legislation).

Inter-Regional Mutual Legal Assistance Within the P. R. of China – JORGE 
COSTA OLIVEIRA, Director, International Law Office, Macau Government 
(paper should focus on the interregional cooperation, namely in private law fields, 
its similarities with the international cooperation and its impact on the interaction 
of the three legal systems).

Asymmetries in Autonomies Within the P. R. of China – PITMAN POTTER, 
Professor of Law, Director of the Institute of Asian Research, University of 
British Columbia (paper should focus on the different levels of autonomy within 
China and purport a comparative analysis).

Debate

Coffee break
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Panel 5

Fundamental Rights and Interaction of the Legal Systems
11h00m – 12h50m

Chairperson: MANUEL ESCOVAR TRIGO, Director, Legal and Judicial 
Training Centre of the Macau Government and Dean, Faculty of Law, University of 
Macau

Commentators: ARMANDO ISAAC, former invited Lecturer, Faculty of Law, 
Macau University, former Senior Legal Adviser, Macau Legislative Assembly and 
PAULO CHAN, Public Prosecutor, Macau

The Ranking of the International Law in the framework of “The Basic Law 
of the Macao SAR of the People’s Republic of China” and the Introspection on 
the Perplexities of Fundamental Rights – FONG MAN CHONG, Judge, Court 
of First Instance, MSAR, Part-time Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, 
University of Macau (paper should focus on the interaction and relationship between 
Macau domestic system and international law and its influence, namely as a tool of 
harmonisation and development in several fields such as the fundamental rights).

The Application of the International Covenants on Human Rights to the 
“Autonomous” Legal System of the Macau SAR: Considerations on Article 40 
of the Basic Law – ANTÓNIO MALHEIRO MAGALHÃES, Lecturer at the 
Faculty of Law, University of Coimbra, former Assistant Professor, Faculty of 
Law, University of Macau (paper should focus on the relevance of the International 
Covenants to the fundamental rights system in Macau, address the issues of the 
rapports between domestic law and international such as the problematic concern-
ing the direct and immediate application and primacy of the rules contained in the 
same covenants considering, namely the article 40 of the Basic Law contents).

Interpretation of the Basic Law – JORGE MENEZES DE OLIVEIRA, 
former lawyer in Macau, Doctorate student at Oxford University (paper should 
focus on the importance of this mechanism, its potential as a window between two 
legal systems, its potential as an SAR autonomy limitation, its potential as via of 
unification of the three systems, the role of the Basic Law Committee).

The General Regime of Fundamental Rights in the Basic Law and in the 
International Instruments – VITALINO CANAS, Portuguese MP, former 
Professor at the Faculty of Law, University of Macau, former Secretary of 
State, Portuguese Government (Paper should focus on the comparison between 
the general rules on fundamental rights (e.g. on restrictions of fundamental rights) 
in the Basic Law, the international conventions and the European Union Charter).

Debate

Break for lunch
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Continuation of Panel 5

Fundamental Rights and Interaction of the Legal Systems
14h30m – 16h15m

Chairperson: CHEONG WENG CHON, Director, Legal Affairs Bureau, Macau 
Government

Commentators: ARNALDO GONÇALVES, Chairman, Luso-Asian Forum, 
Invited Professor of the Polytechnic Institute of Macau and DUARTE SANTOS, 
Lecturer at the Faculty of Law, University of Macau

The Basic Laws and the Fundamental Rights in the SARs – SIMON 
YOUNG, Associate Professor of Law, Hong Kong University (paper should 
provide an overview of the fundamental rights system, compare the two Basic 
Laws, compare with the Chinese Constitution and point out avenues of evolution).

Fundamental Rights in the Macau legal system – JORGE BACELAR 
GOUVEIA, Professor of Law, Faculty of Law, Universidade Nova de Lisboa 
(paper should focus on the Macau fundamental rights system, at the constitutional, 
ordinary law and international law levels, its Portuguese and Romano Germanic 
roots and point out avenues of evolution).

Constitutionalism and Western Legal Traditions in Human Rights in Asian 
Legal Systems: With a Special Focus on Chinese Legal Systems – JEAN-
PIERRE CABESTAN, Professor of Law, Senior Researcher, French National 
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), Paris (paper should discuss this unend-
ing topic, the mutual influences of the various legal and social traditions, the exist-
ence of a possible common ground and common asset of human rights).

Debate

Coffee break

Continuation of Panel 4

Autonomy Within the P. R. of China: SARs et alii; Purpose, Origins, Structures 
and Evolution

16h30m – 18h45m

Chairperson: SALES MARQUES, President, Institute of European Studies of 
Macau

Commentators: MARKKU SUKSI, Professor of Law, Abo Akademi University, 
Finland, and PAULO CARDINAL, Senior Legal Adviser, Macau Legislative 
Assembly, Invited Part-Time Lecturer, Macau University
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The Autonomy of the Macau Special Administrative Region: Between 
Centripetism and Good Governance – GOMES CANOTILHO, Professor of 
Law, University of Coimbra and Visiting Professor, Faculty of Law, University 
of Macau, former member of the State Council, Portugal (paper should focus 
on Macau autonomy international origin, its purpose, its structures, its institutions, 
its actors, and perspectives of evolution as well as its relationship with the State and 
the HK SAR).

The Theory, Constitution and Practice of Autonomy: The Case of Hong 
Kong – ALBERT CHEN, Professor of Law, Hong Kong University, Visiting 
Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Macau, member of the Hong Kong 
Basic Law Committee (paper should focus on HK autonomy international origin, 
its purpose, its structures, its institutions, its actors, and perspectives of evolution 
as well as its relationship with the State and the Macau SAR).

Interaction and Integration Between the Legal Systems of Hong Kong, 
Macau and Mainland China 50 Years After Their Return to China – HUANG 
JIN, Professor of Law and Vice-Dean, Faculty of Law, University of Wuhan, 
Visiting Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Macau (paper should focus on 
the author’s predictable evolution of the Hong Kong and Macau legal systems with 
the Chinese Mainland one, taking in consideration the predictable evolution of the 
Chinese Mainland legal order in the meantime and how may this affect the continuity 
of the SARs autonomy).

The Special Administrative Regions of the PRC in Comparison with 
Autonomous Regions Models – MARCO OLIVETTI, Full Professor of 
Constitutional Law, Facoltà di Giurisprudenza, University of Foggia (paper 
should place the Special Administrative Regions of the Peoples Republic of China 
in the context of the history of Regions and autonomous territories, from the late 
nineteenth century and after the I World War to their present evolution, and should 
highlight analogies and differences with other similar phenomena, using also some 
elements of the theory of federalism).

Debate

Coffee break

19h00m Closing Ceremony:

Closing speech by SAM HOU FAI, President, Macau’s Court of Final Appeal
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