
FAMILY ACTIVITY SHEET 

Biennial means a period of time. 
A biennial is something that 
happens every two years

DID YOU KNOW

This activity sheet belongs to We visited these exhibitions

Date

The theme of this year’s festival is 

COMMUNITIES, COLLECTIVES 
& COLLABORATION

  
It is all about how about people can work together to explore the 

world through photography. 

COMMUNITY – a group of people that live 
in the same place or that have a particular 
thing in common

COLLABORATION – To work together with 
someone to produce something

COLLECTIVE – A group of people that 
share a common interest and who want to 
work together for that reason

WE’RE SURROUNDED BY PHOTOGRAPHS 
Can you think of some examples of how photography is used 

in the world around you? 

Ask each person in your family or group to choose their favourite 
photograph of the exhibition and explain why they like it. 

Do the same with the photograph you like the least.



CHOOSE A PHOTOGRAPH…

What is happening in the 
centre of the image? What is 
happening at the edges? When was the photograph 

taken? How do you know? 

What do you think is 
happening in the photograph? 

Are there people in this 
photograph? If so, what are 
they doing?

Did the photographer involve 
anybody else to take this 
photograph? 

Is the photograph showing 
a ‘real event’? How do 
you know? 

Do you believe the photograph 
is telling the truth? Why? 

Do you think this is a sad/ 
happy photograph? What 
emotions and feelings are 
shown in the photograph? 
How can you tell?

Is the photograph big/small? 
Why do you think the 
photographer made it this way?

Look at the photograph from 
far away and then slowly 
walk towards it. Get so close 
to the picture that you can 
only focus on one detail of 
the picture at a time. Look at 
that small detail and draw it 
on this page. 

Imagine you could collaborate 
with anyone in the world. 
Who would you really want 
to work with and what would 
you create?

TRY THIS BACK AT HOME

Choose one picture you remember from your visit (if you need reminding 
visit bpb.org.uk). Imagine the photograph is telling a story, what happens next?  

Write, draw or take your own photograph that shows what you think might happen next.

Share your work at #BPB14fun



LOOKING INTO THE FAMILY ALBUM
FAMILY ACTIVITY SHEET 

Biennial means a period of time. 
A biennial is something that 
happens every two years

DID YOU KNOW

We’ve created a series of activity sheets to help you explore exhibitions together.
There are questions and activities to prompt conversations in the gallery, 

and activities to try back at home. 

Why do people make 
photographs?

These portraits look like unusual 
family portraits. What is different 
about them?

How do you think these 
photographs were made?

Describe the photographs 
that are most important to 
you and why.

This activity sheet belongs to 
We visited  Looking 
into the Family Album 
on:



GO AND FIND YOUR FAVOURITE PICTURE IN THE 
EXHIBITION AND STAND IN FRONT OF IT:

If this photograph could talk do you 
think it would be loud or quiet? 

Some of the young people worked 
together to create their own fantasy 
portraits. Who or what would you 
include in your own fantasy family 
portrait?

What do you think this photograph 
might say?

TRY THIS BACK AT HOME

Set up and stage your own unusual family portrait. It might be a mad hatter’s tea party 
with the whole family, or a very unusual birthday party. 

Have some fun in Jubilee Square!

Take your own group portrait in Jubilee Square. Pick a theme, and together decide how 
you might set up the poses and choose the backdrop. Who is in charge? Pick somebody 
to be the director. The director must tell people where to stand and how to act. 

Share your work at #BPB14fun



A RETURN TO ELSEWHERE
FAMILY ACTIVITY SHEET  

Brighton has 100 parks and 
gardens, and over 400 restaurants, 
more per person than anywhere 
except London

DID YOU KNOW

We’ve created a series of activity sheets to help you explore exhibitions together.
There are questions and activities to prompt conversations in the gallery, 

and activities to try back at home. 

What is collaboration? 

How could you show what 
community you are from in 
a photograph?

How have the artists in this 
exhibition represented these 
communities? 

What is your favourite part of 
being part of a community? 

Why would people want 
to work together? 

Kalpesh Lathigra is from the UK and Thabiso Sekgala is from South Africa. 
These two artists worked together on a collaboration to make this exhibition. 

Each artist made photographs of a particular place to show what life is like for 
the people and the different communities that live there. 

Which communities are you a part of?  

Remember - a community 
is a group of people 
who are from the same 
place or have something 
in common. You can be 
part of more than one 
community e.g. school, 
your age-group, hobbies, 
clubs, family, city or 
home country. 

Why don’t you photograph ‘Your 
Brighton & Hove’ while you walk 
between the exhibition venues. Think 
about all the things that make it 
unique and that you love about 
Brighton. Are there any bad things?

This activity sheet belongs to 
We visited A Return to 
Elsewhere on:

Share your work at #BPB14fun



Design your dream city in the box below. What would make a perfect city? 

The artists in this exhibition worked in collaboration, sharing and exchanging their ideas. 
Make your own fun art collaboration in the game below.

Crazy Collaborations

This is a game originally called ‘Exquisite Corpse’ that you play with two or more people. 
In this game you each add a part of a body to a drawing and only reveal the final 
drawing at the end. 

The first person draws a head at the top of the page. Once that person has finished fold the 
page down so the head is hidden and the next person can draw the body and the arms. 
When they have finished fold the page and pass it along. The next person draws the legs 
and folds the page over and the final person draws the feet. Only when the final person has 
finished do you open the page up and see what crazy collaboration you have created.

Use the template provided to help you.

TRY THIS BACK AT HOME

My own Brighton & Hove
Document a ‘Day in the Life’ of your family in 2014.  You can do this with a camera and a 
notebook. From the moment you get up in the morning until you go to bed, photograph and 
note down all the things that you and your family do. Imagine someone finding this in 100 
years time. 

Share your work at #BPB14fun





REAL BRITAIN 1974: CO-OPTIC AND 
DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY

FAMILY ACTIVITY SHEET  

The first photograph was made 
in France in 1816 by Nicéphore 
Niépce. Almost 200 years ago!

DID YOU KNOW

We’ve created a series of activity sheets to help you explore exhibitions together.
There are questions and activities to prompt conversations in the gallery, 

and activities to try back at home. 

Look at the Real Britain Postcards 
project. Do you think they look 
different to usual postcards? 

Choose one photograph that 
interests you, and see if you can 
notice FIVE things that are different 
in everyday life today?

What things did the Co-Optic 
have in common? 
Why did they form a collective? 

This exhibition is all about the Co-Optic Collective, a special group of photographers who set 
up in the 1970s to show what then represented ‘real’ life in Britain.  

This type of photography is called Documentary and tells us something about how people 
lived at a certain time. 

Why do you think the exhibition 
is called ‘Real Britain’? 

If you and your friends had a 
collective or a gang what would it 
be called and what would it be 
about? 

This activity sheet belongs to 
We visited Real Britain 
on:



Each person in your group chooses an opposite end, or different part of the 
gallery. Each person must select one photograph, and then write down, or 
say, ten words that come to mind. Try to guess each other’s choices! 

Create your own caption for these three photographs

TRY THIS BACK AT HOME

Make a poster for your own collective.

Create a postcard describing something about your own ‘real life’. 

Imagine you are a photographer documenting Brighton & Hove today. Think about the parts of 
your own neighbourhood that you like best or least. Go out and take your own photographs 
of these locations. 

If someone looked at your photo-
graphs in 100 years time how 
would they know it was made 
in 2014?

Share your work at #BPB14fun
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REEF
FAMILY ACTIVITY SHEET  

Simon Faithfull’s art works have 
included making a film of walking 
through a burning plane, and 
even sending a chair into space!

DID YOU KNOW

We’ve created a series of activity sheets to help you explore exhibitions together.
There are questions and activities to prompt conversations in the gallery, 

and activities to try back at home. 

How do you think the artist made 
this film? Do you think it would be 
difficult or easy to make? 

What does the film make you 
think about? What is this experi-
ence like? Think of as many 
words as possible that describe 
how you feel. 

Who would he need to help him 
make this film? 

Simon Faithfull is an artist explorer. He travels the world and makes artwork in some of the 
most extreme environments on our planet. 

What environment did the 
artist make this film in? 

Imagine you could take photo-
graphs on a shipwrecked boat. 
What do you think you would 
find there? 

What is the difference in looking 
at the photographs of the boat 
sinking and the underwater film? 

Name FIVE differences between 
the boat when it is on top of the 
water and when it is under water. 

This activity sheet belongs to 
We visited REEF on:



One of the things the artist is interested in is how something can change over 
time. Imagine three simple, everyday objects. What have you thought of? 
How might they change over the next five years? 

The artist wants to see how this boat, over time, 
will turn into a Reef, a place where sea creatures 
and plants can live. 

Draw a picture of the boat as a reef.

If you were an artist and could go anywhere 
in the world what would you take a picture of? 

Draw a treasure map of your journey to find the 
shipwrecked boat in REEF.

TRY THIS BACK AT HOME

Photograph an object every day for a week. You could choose a flower, a piece of fruit 
or even a person and watch how these things change with time. 

Put something in a large glass (e.g. a coin, or a plastic toy) and photograph it through the 
water. What happens to the image? 

Share your work at #BPB14fun



MAKE YOUR OWN FILM STRIP 

Document your family’s visit to the Biennial through a storyboard of images, a bit like a contact 
sheet, or a film strip. Think of all the things you did, the journeys you made, even the things you 
looked at, said, ate. 

Share your work at #BPB14fun


