
 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT To seek approval to consult on the Draft Outer Hebrides Flood Risk 
Management Strategy and Draft Action Plan. 

 
COMPETENCE 

 
1.1 There are no financial, equalities or other constraints to the recommendations being 

implemented. 
 

1.2 The Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 (FRM Act) introduced a coordinated and 
partnership approach as to how flood risk is tackled in Scotland in a sustainable manner and 
the Comhairle is required to prepare, and publish, a Local Flood Risk Management Plan for 
the Outer Hebrides Local Plan District. 

 
SUMMARY 

 
2.1 The Outer Hebrides Flood Risk Management (FRM) Strategy is due to be published in 

December 2021.  The Strategy is being developed by SEPA, in partnership with the Comhairle 
and Scottish Water.  This will review the best available flooding information and develop a set 
of actions that are planned and prioritised over six-year planning cycles to manage flooding in 
the most significantly affected areas. 
 

2.2 The Comhairle is scheduled to publish the Outer Hebrides Local Flood Risk Management Plan 
in June 2022.  This will provide additional detail on actions to be taken forward in the next 
planning cycle (2022 to 2028) which includes responsibilities for delivering the agreed actions, 
timing for carrying out those actions, and information on how actions will be funded and 
coordinated. 
 

2.3 Public consultation on the SEPA led Strategy and the Comhairle led Local Flood Risk 
Management Plan is required to be undertaken in advance of publication.  The consultation 
will be carried out jointly from 22 December 2020 with the information being available from late 
March 2021 until 22 June 2021. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
3.1 It is recommended that the Comhairle agree to consult on the draft actions included in 

Appendix 1 to the Report. 
 
Contact Officers: Calum Mackenzie, Head of Property and Infrastructure ext. 211405 
Appendices: 1. Draft Outer Hebrides Flood Risk Management Strategy and Action Plan 
 2. SEPA Statement of Consultation Arrangements 
Background Papers: Report to Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, 27 February 2019 
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BACKGROUND 
 
4.1 Scotland has been separated into fourteen Local Plan Districts for flood risk management 

purposes.  These districts are based on river catchments and coastal areas which cross 
administrative and institutional boundaries.  The Outer Hebrides is one of the Local Plan 
Districts and is entirely within the Comhairle nan Eilean Siar administrative area.  The 
Comhairle is the Lead Local Authority for the Outer Hebrides Local Plan District. 

 
4.2 Flood Risk Management Strategies are led and published by SEPA and Local Flood Risk 

Management Plans are led, and published, by lead Local Authorities.  These are required 
under the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 to be reviewed every six years. 

 
4.3 SEPA published a Flood Risk Management Strategy for each Local Plan District in 

December 2015 (following input from local authorities, Scottish Water and other organisations 
with a responsibility or interest in managing flooding).  The strategies described agreed 
ambitions for managing flooding and the priority of actions to be taken forward to deliver this. 

 
4.4 Local Flood Risk Management Plans were subsequently published by the lead Local 

Authorities within each district in June 2016.  These plans provided additional detail on the 
local responsibility, funding and coordination of actions.  The Strategy and Local Plan are the 
single point of reference for understanding the commitment of public bodies to address 
flooding. 

 
TABLE OF DRAFT ACTIONS 

5.1 Following recent discussions with SEPA a Draft Outer Hebrides Flood Risk Management 
Strategy and Action Plan has been prepared and is included at Appendix 1 to the Report.  
SEPA will refer to the actions in their Draft Strategy and the Comhairle will refer to them in the 
Draft Plan. 

5.2 The table sets out actions for each Objective Target Area (OTA) with information on the lead 
authority responsible for the action, other organisations or groups involved in coordination of 
the action, a summary description of the action and the anticipated start of the action.  Some 
information in the table will require further review prior to publication.  Actions to be carried out 
are contingent upon resources and finances and this will be noted in the documents for 
consultation. 

CONSULTATION 
 
6.1 The Local Flood Risk Management Strategy and Local Flood Risk Management Plans are 

being reviewed for each Local Plan District and will be published in December 2021 and June 
2022 respectively.  SEPA and the Comhairle are required to undertake public consultation on 
the Draft Strategy and the Draft Local Flood Risk Management Plan prior to publication. 

 
6.2 In line with other lead Local Authorities the Comhairle will follow up the option to carry out a 

joint consultation with SEPA.  The consultation platform being used by SEPA is Citizen Space.  
The Draft Flood Risk Management Strategy will be published for consultation on 21 December 
2020 and the Draft Local Flood Risk Management Plans will be published for consultation on 
21 March 2021. 

 
6.3 The consultation will be carried out in two stages.  The first stage will begin on 21 December 

2020 and will be for information only.  The second stage will be added on 21 March and will 
be open until 21 June 2021.  The information within the two stages is outlined in Appendix 2 
to the Report.  


