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Good Morning and Welcome to this wonderful celebration of Maverick Achievement. This is,
without doubt, one of the absolute highlights of the work we all do as educators. Before | share my
thoughts with you, I'd like to thank our director, Mrs. Jenifer Avey, for joining us this morning, and
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our outstanding team of 6th grade teachers. | would also
like to thank all of the adults who are able to join us here this morning to celebrate our students, and
those who weren’t able to join us because it is only with your support and your understanding of the
importance of a solid education that your children can truly thrive.

| have two things I'd like to share with our promoting class that | truly want you to ponder. The first is
about integrity. To have integrity means to stand behind what you say. It is to say what you mean so
that you never have to say, “l was just joking,” or “I didn’t really MEAN that”. As our former first lady,
Michelle Obama said, “When they go low, we go HIGH!” Say what you do mean, and always mean
exactly what you say. “I'll do the dishes and the laundry every day for a month if you just buy this game
for me!” and follow through. Promise only what you are willing to do. That’s how you SHOW that
you’re responsible and reliable, and that’s how you build the kind of reputation you want for yourself.
That way, it will always be easy to stand up and own your thoughts, your opinions AND your actions.

The second thing | want to share with you has to do with passion.

The end of each school year gives us all a moment to reflect on the accomplishments, the
opportunities for growth as well as the challenges we’ve faced. At the end of an elementary school
career, as adults, we sigh a small sigh as we see the tiny kindergarteners we brought to school on their
first day, then we look into the faces of these young people and see nothing but potential for the
adults that they will too soon become. To you, our promoting students, I’'m making a plea to the
strong, decisive, courageous people inside of each of you to grasp every opportunity to expand your
knowledge and broaden your experiences and relentlessly search for your passion. Your passion is that
thing you want to dive into with your whole heart that will one day become your fulfilling career, and
never ever just your job! Elementary school has provided the foundation upon which your future
education will be constructed.

It is up to you now, make the most of everything life has to offer, don’t allow setbacks to tear you
down, but instead, use them as opportunities to grow and learn and provide useful experiences. It isn’t
what happens, because life happens to all of us, but rather it is how we respond and react to life that
determines our progress. A positive and enthusiastic approach to life automatically sets us up for
success.

Each of you is a wonderfully unique person and each of you have amazing strengths and capabilities.
Some of you are very clear on what your strengths are, and others are still searching — Keep searching
until you are crystal clear because those strengths will help you find your passion! We all are excited to
see what avenues you’ll choose and wish you all great success and every happiness as you head into
your newest adventure in middle school. Be well and always remember to carry the integrity of a Mix
Maverick with you on your journeys.



