
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Allusion vs. Illusion 
 
 
An allusion is a hint or 
reference to something or 
someone, while an 
illusion is a trick or false 
impression. 
 
Examples: 
 
The professor gave 
allusions to what she 
would include on the 
exam.  
 
The magician’s best 
illusion was pulling a 
rabbit out of a hat. 
 
We named our dog Athena 
as an allusion to our love 
of Greek mythology.  
 
The car salesman gave 
the illusion that the car 
was in great shape, even 
though it needed a new 
motor. 
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