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ADJECTIVES 

Adjectives are the describing words used for a noun and add to the meaning of 

a noun (or pronoun). In other words, words used with a noun to describe it 

(kind, place, number, etc) are called adjectives. The word ‘adjective’ means 

‘added to’. Adjectives are one of the main parts of speech of the English 

language. 

Kinds of Adjectives 

Adjectives are of five kinds. 

1. Descriptive or Quality Adjectives 

These words show the kind of quality of a person or thing. 

For example: clever  girl, big  house, kind  man, red  apples. 

2. Possessive adjectives 

These are words which show or hint at a sense of belonging 

For example: my pen, our country, your name, his book, her dog, their 

house. 

3. Demonstrative adjectives 

These are the words which ‘point out’ at something or someone (like 

demonstrative pronouns) 

For example: this book, these pens, that man, those trees 

4. Interrogative adjectives 

These are words which ask about the noun 

For example: Which umbrella is yours?, Whose pencil is this?, What book 

are you reading? 

5. Adjectives of quantity 

These are words which describe quantity. It includes all the numerals. 

For example: four chairs, all men, every boy, both houses, many flowers, 

enough money 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Part_of_speech


Comparison Of Adjectives or Degrees Of Adjectives 

(a) Read these sentences: 

1. My dress is good. 

2. Your dress is better than mine. 

3. Ram’s dress is the best of all. 

 

In sentence 1, the adjective ‘good’ merely tells us that my dress has the quality 

of goodness without telling how much of this quality it has. 

In sentence 2, the adjective ‘better’ tells us that ‘your dress’ compared to ‘mine’ 

has more of that quality of goodness. 

In sentence 3, the adjective ‘best tells us that Ram’s dress has the great-est 

amount of that quality of goodness. 

 

Thus it is clear that an Adjective undergoes a change of form to show 

comparison. 

 

The Adjective ‘good’ is said to be in Positive Degree. 

The Adjective ‘better’ is said to be in Comparative Degree. 

The Adjective ‘best’ is said to be in Superlative Degree. 

 

Note: ‘Superlative Degree’ generally has the definite article ‘the’ before it. 

However, the Superlative with most is sometimes used without any idea of 

comparison. In that sense the speaker wants to indicate the possession of a 

quality in a very high degree. In such case ‘the’ is not used. 

It is most unfortunate. 

He made a most eloquent speech. 

His style is most original. 

This usage is called ‘Superlative of Eminence or the ‘Absolute Superlative’. 

 

Formation of Comparative and Superlative 



  

  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


