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Tha Calum òg

Be.pres Calum young

'Calum is in the pub/young'

Note: in sentences with no finite verb, a tensed auxiliary appears in the presubject position.
Tha Calum anns a' phub
Be.pres Calum in the pub
'Calum is in the pub'

Note: in sentences with no finite verb, a tensed auxiliary appears in the presubject position.
Tha an gille òg

be.pres the boy young

'the boy is young'

Note: positive and comparative forms of the adjective are differentiated both morphologically and syntactically: only the positive version can be used in the substantive auxiliary construction.
*Tha an gille òige (na thusa)

be.pres the boy younger (than 2s.emph)

'the boy is younger (than you)'

Note: positive and comparative forms of the adjective are differentiated both morphologically and syntactically: the comparative cannot be used in the substantive auxiliary construction.

Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

*Tha an gille nas òige (na thusa)

be.pres the boy cmp young.deg (than 2s.emph)

'the boy is younger (than you)'

Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

Tha e a' fàs aosda

Be.pres 3sm asp getting old

'3sm is getting old'

Note: positive and comparative forms of the adjective are differentiated both morphologically and syntactically: only the positive can be used as the complement of certain verbs.
*Tha e a' fas aoisde

Be.pres 3sm asp getting older

for 'He is getting older'

Note: positive and comparative forms of the adjective are differentiated both morphologically and syntactically: the comparative cannot be used as a complement of this verb.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

Tha e a' fàs nas aoisde

Be.pres 3sm asp cmp getting old.deg
for 'He is getting older'

Note: positive and comparative forms of the adjective are differentiated both morphologically and syntactically: the comparative cannot be used as a complement of this verb.
Dh'fhalbh an gille òg

left.past the boy young

'The young boy left'

Note: positive and comparative forms of the adjective are differentiated both morphologically and syntactically: only the positive can be used in attributive adjective constructions.
*Dh'fhalbh an gille òige (na thusa)

left.past the boy younger (than you)

Note: positive and comparative forms of the adjective are differentiated both morphologically and syntactically: the comparative cannot be used in attributive adjective constructions.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

Dh'fhalbh an gille nas òige (na thusa)

left.past the boy cmp young.deg (than you)

Note: positive and comparative forms of the adjective are differentiated both morphologically and syntactically: the comparative cannot be used in attributive adjective constructions.
Leugh mi an leabhar fada

read.past I the book long

'I read the long book'

Note: positive and comparative forms of the adjective are differentiated both morphologically and syntactically: only the positive can be used in attributive adjective constructions.
*Leugh mi an leabhar faide

read.past I the book long.deg
Note: positive and comparative forms of the adjective are differentiated both morphologically and syntactically: the comparative cannot be used in attributive adjective constructions.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

Tha mi nas òige (na thusa)

be.pres I cmp young.deg (than you)

'I am younger than you'

Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: 1st type is used with substantive auxiliary constructions; prefixing the comparative adjective with particle nas.
Tha mi nas òige (na tha thusa)

be.pres 1sm cmp young.deg (than be.pres 2s.emph)

'I am younger (than you are)'

Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: 1st type is used with substantive auxiliary constructions; prefixing the comparative adjective with particle nas.
Ruith esan gu luath.
run.past 3sm.emph adv quick

'He ran quickly'

Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: nas-augmentation is also used in an an adverbial comparative.
Ruith esan  nas luaithe na ruith mise.
run.past 3sm.emph cmp quick.deg than run.past 1s.emph
'He ran more quickly than I did'

Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: nas-comparative is also used in an an adverbial comparative.
An gille as òige na mise

The boy cmp young.deg than 1s.emph
'The boy younger than me'

Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: 2nd type is used for attributive comparatives; prefixing the comparative with the particle as.
Gach gille as òige na mise

Every boy cmp young.deg than 1s.emph
'Every boy younger than me'

Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: 2nd type is used for attributive comparatives; prefixing the comparative with the particle as.
*Tha mi as òige na thusa

be.pres 1sm cmp young.deg than 2s.emp

I am younger than you
Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: it is not possible to use the as-comparative in the substantive auxiliary construction.

Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

*An gille nas òige na mise

The boy compar young.deg than 1s.emph

The boy younger than me
Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: it is not possible to use the nas-comparative in attributive position when the whole DP is definite or quantified.
Note: ASGP speaker finds this ? not *
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

*Gach gille nas òige na mise

each boy cmp young.deg than 1s.emph
Each boy bigger than me

Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: it is not possible to use the nas-comparative in attributive position when the whole DP is definite or quantified. 

Note: ASGP speaker finds this ? not *
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

Chunnaic mi gille nas òige

See.past 1s boy cmp young.deg
'I saw a younger boy'

Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: it is possible to use a nas-comparative in an indefinite DP.
%Chunnaic mi gille as òige

See.past 1s boy cmp young.deg

I saw the a younger boy
Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: use the as-comparative in indefinites are grammatical in some dialects, but Adger's own informants rejected the example he gave; % marks the grammaticality in certain dialects.

Note: Ungrammatical in ASGP speaker’s dialect
is òige mise na thusa

Cop.pres young.deg I.emph than 2s.emph
'I am younger than you'

Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: 3rd type is used formally and literally in copular constructions; the copula is (present) or bu/b' (non.present) is immediately followed by the comparative adjective and then subject.
Note: ASGP speaker finds this “formal”

b' òige mise na thusa

Cop.past young.deg I than 2s.emph
'I was younger than you'

Note: there are three different ways of augmenting the simple comparative so it can be used predicatively and attributively: 3rd type is used formally and literally in copular constructions; the copula is (present) or bu/b' (non.present) is immediately followed by the comparative adjective and then subject.
is le Calum an cù

Cop with Calum the dog

'The dog belongs to Calum'

Note: the copular comparative is a subtype of the inverted copular construction (ICC) clausal construction: ICCs consist of the copula, a predicate of some kind, and the subject.
Tha an cu le Calum

Be-pres the dog with Calum

“Calum owns the dog”

Note: ASGP speaker reports this is a preferred way to say “belong”

Is ann le Calum a tha an cu

Cop in.3sm with Calum wh-C be the dog

“The dog belongs to Calumn”

Note: ASGP speaker reports this is a preferred way to say “belong”

An gille a b' òige na mise

The boy cmp Cop.past young.deg than 1s.emph
'The boy that was younger than me'

Note: the as and nas comparatives have the copular comparative as a subpart; since they display the exact same tense alternation between [s] and [bə]; as = a + Cop, nas = na + Cop: a b' is the past form of as.
Bha mi na bu luaithe na thusa

be.past 1s cmp cop.past quick.deg than 2s.emph
'I was quicker than you'

Note: the as and nas comparatives have the copular comparative as a subpart; since they display the exact same tense alternation between Note: s. and Note: bə.; as = a + Cop, nas = na + Cop: na bu is the past form of nas.
An gille a chunnaic mise

the boy wh-C saw.past 1s.emph
'The boy that I saw'

Note: a subpart of the as-comparative is identical phonologically to the particle that is found in relatives.
's e Pol a tha a' tighinn

Cop 3sm Paul wh-C be.pres prog come.vn
'It's Paul that is coming'

Note: where a relative clause can appear, an as-comparative can appear: true in clefts.
's e Pol as truime de'n dithis

Cop 3sm Pol cmp heavy.deg of.def two

'It's Paul that is the heavier of the two'

Note: where a relative clause can appear, an as-comparative can appear: true in clefts.
ullachadh na h-Alba airson deamocrasaidh

preparation the Scotland for democracy

'Scotland's preparation for democracy'

Note: one means of expressing possession involves placing the possessor in genitive case after the head noun: in these constructions a definite article is impossible, as in English.
*an t-ullachadh na h-Alba airson deamocrasaidh

the preparation the Scotland for democracy

'Scotland's preparation for democracy'

Note: one means of expressing possession involves placing the possessor in genitive case after the head noun: in these constructions a definite article is impossible, as in English.
*ullachadh a bha sinn an duil na h-Alba airson deamocrasaidh

preparation that be.past 3pl in expectation the Scotland for democracy

‘The preparation by Scotland for democracy that we are expecting

Note: one means of expressing possession involves placing the possessor in genitive case after the head noun: in these constructions it is impossible to modify the head noun with a relative clause.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

ullachadh na h-Alba a bha sinn an duil airson deamocrasaidh

preparation wh-C be.past 3pl in expectation the Scotland for democracy

‘The preparation by Scotland for democracy that we are expecting

Note: AZSGP speaker produced this and said it was fine

*ullachadh na h-Alba airson deamocrasaidh a bha sinn an duil

preparation the Scotland for democracy wh-C be.past we in expectation

Note: one means of expressing possession involves placing the possessor in genitive case after the head noun: in these constructions it is impossible to modify the head noun with a relative clause.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

Note: AZSGP speaker finds this acceptable

an t-ullachadh aig Alba airson deamocrasaidh

the preparation at Scotland for democracy

'The preparation by Scotland for democracy'

Note: one means of expressing possession involves a PP: in this case it a definite article is necessary for a definite interpretation.
an  t-ullachadh a bha sinn an duil aig Alba airson deamocrasaidh

the preparation wh-C be.past 3pl in expectation at Scotland for democracy 

'The preparation by Scotland for democracy that we are expecting'

Note: PP possession allows a modifying relative clause.
An t-ullachadh Albanach a bha sinn an dúil airson deamocrasaidh

The preparation Scottish wh-C be.past 3pl in expectation for democracy

“The Scottish preparation that we are expect for democracy”

Note: Form volunteered by AZSGP speaker

*ullachadh as fheàrr na h-Alba airson deamocrasaidh

preparation spr good.deg the Scotland for democracy
The best preparation of Scotland for democracy
Note: the as-comparative behaves exactly like the relative clause: it is ill-formed in the genitive possessive structure.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

an  t-ullachadh as fheàrr aig Alba airson deamocrasaidh

the preparation spr good.deg at Scotland for democracy

'Scotland's best preparation for democracy'

Note: the as-comparative behaves exactly like the relative clause: it is well-formed in the prepositional possessive structure.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

an gille as òige

the boy cmp young.deg
'The younger/youngest boy'

Note: as-comparatives are a kind of relative clause.
Tha mi a’ faireachdainn òg

be.pres 1s prog feeling young

'I'm feeling young'

Note: nas-comparatives have the exact distribution of predicative adjective phrases or prepositional phrases: they are found as complements of predicative verbs.
Tha mi a’ faireachdainn nas fheàrr

be.pres 1s prog feeling cmp good.deg
'I'm feeling better'

Note: nas-comparatives have the exact distribution of predicative adjective phrases or prepositional phrases: they are found as complements of predicative verbs.
...agus ise fada nas fheàrr a-nis

...and 3sf much cmp good.deg now

'while she's much better now'

Note: nas-comparatives have the exact distribution of predicative adjective phrases or prepositional phrases: they are found in predicate position in small clauses.
Ruith i na bu luaithe na ruith i a-riamh

run.past 3sf comp Cop.past fast.deg than run.past 3sf ever

'She ran faster than she had ever done'

Note: nas-comparatives are also found as adverbials, which are assumed as predicates of VPs or higher structure.
*Tha mi a’ faireachdainn as fheàrr

be.pres 1s perf feeling cmp better

'I'm feeling better'

Note: as-comparatives cannot be used in compliments of predicative verbs.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

...*agus ise fada as fheàrr a-nis

...and 3sf much cmp good.deg now

'while she's much better now'

Note: as-comparatives cannot be in predicate position in small clauses.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

*Ruith i a bu luaithe na ruith i a-riamh

run.past 3sf spr cop.past fast.deg than run.past 3sf ever

'She ran faster than she had ever done'

Note: as-comparatives cannot be used as adverbials.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

*Tha ise oileanach

be.pres 3sf student

for 'She is a student'

Note: it is impossible to have a simple NP compliment in a substantive auxiliary construction.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

Tha ise ‘na h-oileanach

be.pres 3sf in.3sf.poss student

'She is a student'

Note: extra morphology must be added to create a predicative nominal; na is a reduced form of ann 'in' with a possessive pronominal; the pronominal adds structure required by Pred head.
Tha ise nas fheàrr a-nis

be.pres 3sf cmp good.deg now

'She is better now'

Note: nas-comparatives are parallel to predicative nominals.
Thug e mach iasad na bu mhotha na bha mi an duil
took 3sm out loan comp Cop.past big.deg than be.past 1s in expectation

'He took out a bigger loan than I was expecting'

Note: analyzing nas-comparatives as prepositional material + copula incorrectly rules out nas-comparatives as attributive modifier of indefinites.
Thug e mach iasad a bha gle mh'or

took 3sm out loan that be.past very big

'He took out a very big loan'

Note: analyzing nas-comparatives as prepositional material + copula incorrectly rules out nas-comparatives as attributive modifier of indefinites.
Is mòr an duine sin

Cop.pres big the man dist
'That man is big'

Note: ICCs/substantive auxiliary constructions are individual-level predications, not situation-level.
Is tidsear Calum

Cop.pres teacher Calum

'Calum is a teacher'

Note: ICCs/substantive auxiliary constructions (SACs) are individual-level predications, not situation-level.
Is eun sgarbh

Cop.pres bird cormorant

'The cormorant is a bird'

Note: the relation denoted by the copula is very general; it states that there is a relevant relation between the complement's concept and some kind of individual, this can be a simple referential element, or a kind here.
is fheàrr ise na esan

Cop good.deg 3sf than 3sm.emph
'She is better than him (in general).'

Note: copular comparatives have an ICC structure, therefore they have a non-eventive interpretation..
Tha ise nas fheàrr na esan

be.pres 3sf cmp better than 3sm.emph
'She is better than him (in general or just now).'

Note: SAC comparatives can have either an eventive or non-eventive interpretation.
??is fheàrr ise a-nis

Cop good.deg 3sf now

'She is better now'

Note: copular comparatives have an ICC structure, therefore they have a non-eventive interpretation, this is a strange interpretation for use of fheàrr 'better' to mean improved from an illness.
Note: MARGINAL GRAMMATICALITY

Note: AZSGP speaker finds this acceptable.

Tha ise nas fheàrr a-nis

be.pres 3sf cmp good.deg now

'She is better now'

Note: SAC comparatives have an eventive interpretation.
Tha Calum anns an taigh

be.pres Calum in the house

'Calum is at home'

Note: SACs involve a null Pred head which relates a property and a situation.
Note: AZSGP says that this is fine, but “at home” is aig an taigh

tòrr sgudail 

much rubbish 
a lot of rubish
Note: the modifiers that can appear with mass and abstract nouns can also appear with comparative adjectives but not positive adjectives; SG also does not distinguish between count and mass quantity modifiers.
tòrr feart

much attention

a lot of attention

Note: the modifiers that can appear with mass and abstract nouns can also appear with comparative adjectives but not positive adjectives; SG also does not distinguish between count and mass quantity modifiers.
tòrr dhaoine
much people

a lot of people
Note: the modifiers that can appear with mass and abstract nouns can also appear with comparative adjectives but not positive adjectives; SG also does not distinguish between count and mass quantity modifiers.
*tòrr furasda 
*much easy
Note: the modifiers that can appear with mass and abstract nouns can also appear with comparative adjectives but not positive adjectives; SG also does not distinguish between count and mass quantity modifiers.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

tòrr nas fhasa

much cmp easy.deg

Note: the modifiers that can appear with mass and abstract nouns can also appear with comparative adjectives but not positive adjectives; SG also does not distinguish between count and mass quantity modifiers.
*tri bliadhna aosda
three year old 

Note: measure phrases are impossible with positive adjectives and always fine with comparatives.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

tri bliadhna nas aoisde
three year cmp old.deg

three years older

Note: measure phrases are impossible with positive adjectives and always fine with comparatives.
*ceithir seachdainn fada 
four weeks long

four weeks long

Note: measure phrases are impossible with positive adjectives and always fine with comparatives.
ceithir seahdainn nas fhaide

four weeks cmp long.deg
four weeks longer

Note: measure phrases are impossible with positive adjectives and always fine with comparatives.
*fichead pung teth 
twenty points hot
Note: measure phrases are impossible with positive adjectives and always fine with comparatives.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

fichead pung nas teotha

twenty points cmp hot.deg

Note: measure phrases are impossible with positive adjectives and always fine with comparatives.
Note: UNGRAMMATICAL

tri bliadhna de dh'aois

three year of of-age

'three years of age'

Note: SG creates the semantic effect of a measure phrase acting on a positive adjective by using a corresponding abstract noun; years--> age; comparatives pattern like abstract nouns in terms of the measure phrases they allow. 

Note: AZSGP prefers a to de.
ceithir seachdainn de dh'fhad

four weeks of of-length

'four weeks in length'

Note: SG creates the semantic effect of a measure phrase acting on a positive adjective by using a corresponding abstract noun; years--> age; comparatives pattern like abstract nouns in terms of the measure phrases they allow.
Note: AZSGP speaker does not like this form.

fichead pung de theas

twenty point of heat

'?twenty degrees of heat'

Note: SG creates the semantic effect of a measure phrase acting on a positive adjective by using a corresponding abstract noun; years--> age; comparatives pattern like abstract nouns in terms of the measure phrases they allow.
is mòr e

Cop big 3sm
'He's large'

Note: non-eventive copular verb can combine with either adjectives or comparatives.
is mòr esan
Cop big 3sm.empf
'He's large'

Note: non-eventive copular verb can combine with either adjectives or comparatives.
Note: AZSGP speaker prefers emphatic with copula

is mòtha e

Cop big.deg 3sm
'He's larger'

Note: non-eventive copular verb can combine with either ajdectives or comparatives.
Note: AZSGP speaker says this is odd

