The Adjective
I. An Adjective is a word used to modify a noun or a pronoun

***Reminder- a noun is a person, place, thing or idea. A pronoun is a word that replaces a noun.***

A. To modify means “to describe or make more definite” the meaning of a word.  

B. The most frequently used adjectives are a, an, and the, which are called articles. 

Fill in "a" or "an".

	Example:
	We read _ book.

	Answer:
	We read a book.


1. Lucy has [image: image1.wmf]

dog.
2. Ben has got [image: image2.wmf]

old bike. 
3. Let's sing [image: image3.wmf]

song.
4. Peter has got [image: image4.wmf]

aunt in Berlin.
5. Emily needs [image: image5.wmf]

new desk in her room.
6. He has got [image: image6.wmf]

exercise book in his school bag.
7. I must find [image: image7.wmf]

blue pencil.
8. We listen to [image: image8.wmf]

English CD.

C. Adjectives modify nouns or pronouns in three ways:

1. By telling what kind:


green eyes, large animals, sunken ship

2. By pointing out which one:


that plane, this street

3. By telling how many:


Ten boxes, many barrels of flour

II. Usually an adjective precedes the noun it modifies. Sometimes, for emphasis, a writer may place it after the noun.

Example: This land, so rich and flourishing, gave new life to the immigrants.

III. A predicate adjective is separated from the word it modifies by a verb.


Examples:    Leroy was late.




The heat was unbearable.



Paris is wonderful in the spring.




Thomas seems lazy.

	1. Kittens and cats make fun pets. 
ADJECTIVE: [image: image9.wmf]



	2. This computer works well. 
ADJECTIVE: [image: image10.wmf]



	3. The concert last night was fantastic. 
ADJECTIVE: [image: image11.wmf]



	4. Playing on the computer is my favorite pastime. 
ADJECTIVE: [image: image12.wmf]



	5. I usually put ketchup on my hotdog. 
ADJECTIVE: [image: image13.wmf]



	6. When I listen to music, I enjoy listening to loud music. 
ADJECTIVE: [image: image14.wmf]



	7. My teacher was very helpful. 
ADJECTIVE: [image: image15.wmf]



	8. The little girl I was telling you about is sitting over there. 
ADJECTIVE: [image: image16.wmf]



	9. During basketball last night, Shaq threw a wild ball, but it went into the net! 
ADJECTIVE: [image: image17.wmf]



	10. Students who study often learn more quickly. 
ADJECTIVE: [image: image18.wmf]




IV. Be careful!! A word may be used as more than one part of speech. This is especially true of the following words, which may be used as adjectives or pronouns:

All
another
any
both
each
either
   few     many     more     most     much     neither     one     other     several     some     that     these     this     those     what     which

Examples:

Adjective
Which museum did you visit in Chicago? (Which modifies the noun museum). 

Pronoun
Which did you visit? (Which replaces the noun museum).

Adjective
Leslie Silko wrote these stories. (These modifies stories).

Pronoun
Leslie Silko worte these. (These takes the place of stories). 

V. Sometimes, words that seem like nouns can be used as adjectives:

Examples:


Cattle ranch


bank owner


Animal trainer

business letter

When you are identifying parts of speech and find a noun used as an 

adjective, call it an adjective. 

For the most part, nouns and pronouns found directly before another noun 

are considered adjectives, because more often than not, they describe the 

noun that follows.
VI. Positive, Comparative, Superlative

A. Positive- Used to describe a feature of a person, place, thing, idea.
B. Comparative- Compares one noun/pronoun to another.

C. Superlative- Identifies a noun or pronoun as the highest degree.

Positive            Comparative            Superlative 
bold                  bolder                     boldest 

clever               cleverer                   cleverest 

deep                 deeper                    deepest 

sweet               sweeter                   sweetest 

tall                   taller                        tallest 
When the positive ends in “e”, add “-r” for the comparative and “-st” for the superlative.   

Positive              Comparative            Superlative 
able                     abler                      ablest 

brave                   braver                    bravest 

When the positive ends in “y”, preceded by a consonant, the “y” is changed into “i” before adding “-er” for the comparative and “-est” for the superlative.   

Positive              Comparative            Superlative 
busy                   busier                     busiest 

happy                 happier                   happiest 

When the positive is a word of one syllable and ends in a single consonant, preceded by a short vowel, the consonant is doubled before adding “–er” for the comparative and “-est” for the superlative.   

Positive             Comparative            Superlative 
big                    bigger                     biggest 

fat                    fatter                      fattest 

Adjectives of more than two or more syllables form the comparative by using the adverb “more”, and form superlative by using the adverb “most”.  

Positive              Comparative              Superlative 
beautiful            more beautiful            most beautiful 

courageous        more courageous        most courageous

Notes 

(a).  Be careful, not to use “more” along with a Comparative formed with “er”, and “most” along with a  Superlative formed with “est”, i.e. do not write  ‘more heavier’ or ‘most heaviest’. 

(b).  The “as.....as” construction is used to make a comparison expressing equality.         

Example    

· She is as intelligent as her mother. 
Irregular Comparison: Some adjectives are compared irregularly, i.e. their comparatives and superlatives are not formed from the positive.   

Positive             Comparative           Superlative 
good                 better                      best 

bad                   worse                      worst 

little                  less                         least 

far                    farther                     farthest 

many                more                        most 
Review of Nouns+Pronouns- Define the following and give an example

Pronoun- 

Antecedent-

Personal pronouns-

Possessive pronouns- 

Reflexive pronoun-

Intensive pronoun- 

Relative pronouns-

Interrogative pronouns-

Demonstrative Pronouns-

Indefinite pronouns- 

Noun- Concrete, abstract, common, proper, 
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Submitted by: L. Frabbiele, Sixth Grade Teacher 


Bottom of Form

	A cooperative learning activity on how to describe adjectives. 

Materials:

Divide the class into groups of three or four students. Have one student be the secretary for their group.

You will need enough food items for the class. I use M&Ms, potato chips, marshmallows, and pickle slices. These cover all shapes, colors, tastes, and textures.

Plan:

I pass out each food item. When I give the signal, each group must come up with as many adjectives as possible to describe that item. I will give three to four minutes for each one. Once time is called, the secretary stops writing, and the groups await the next item. Once all have finished, the group with the most adjectives will win an additional prize. My students remember this lesson for years.

Comments:

Copyright (c) 1999 by L. Frabbiele. 
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