Helping advanced students increase their vocabulary store


Adjective affixes

Complete the gaps with appropriate adjectives formed from the words in capitals and the suffixes in the box. You may need to add a negative prefix.

-ory

-ary

-ful

-less

-able

-ial

-ing

-ed

-ious

-ive

1 As a child I had an _______ friend called Eric – he was invisible to everyone except me. 
IMAGINE
2 The parachute jump was an _______ experience, but I don’t think I’d do it again.  
FORGET
3 A perfectly safe drug? I’ve heard that all drugs have potentially _______ side-effects.
HARM
4 We understand the problem but feel _______ to do anything about it.  


POWER
5 The opposition leader found a _______ audience among students, angered by the government’s education policies.
RECEIVE
6 It was a totally _______ outcome: who could have predicted such a result? 
EXPECT
7 Her _______ laugh had us all in fits of giggles.
INFECT
8 Don’t forget to write an _____ paragraph and a conclusion.
INTRODUCE
9 _______ expressions are a form of non-verbal communication.
FACE
10 Pensioners have been hardest hit by the _______ cost of energy.
RISE

Phrasal verbs with ‘put’ 

1 Match each sentence beginning 1 - 12 with an appropriate ending a) – l).
1                                                                 It’s cold outside. You should put on

2                           These trousers are too tight for me now.  I must have put on
3                                                        There’s nothing on the telly.  Let’s put on

4                                           I’m going to have to move.  My landlord’s put up                

5   


           The best way to advertise the concert is to put up

6                                                                  Don’t shout out the answer.  Put up

7                Rob’s coming to London tomorrow and I’ve offered to put him up

8        




                   Teachers have to put up with

9    The groom had an accident on his way to the church so they had to put off

10                              It rained every day and the tent got flooded.  It put us off

11                She found it hard to study, as several things were putting her off:
12                          It was a non-smoking compartment so I told him to put out
a) for the night.

b) weight.

c) the wedding to a later date.

d) a lot of silly behaviour sometimes.
e) something warmer.

f) his cigarette.

g) camping for life.

h) the noise of the traffic outside, the neighbours 
    arguing next door and her brother’s drumming. 
i) my rent again.

j) the radio instead.

k) posters around the school.
l) your hand first.

2 Which of the above phrasal verbs have the following meaning or meanings?
A increase; fix to a wall or board; raise into the air; accommodate
________________

B place on your body; increase (weight); start sthg working)
________________

C postpone; discourage; distract




________________

D extinguish







________________

E tolerate







________________

Three-part phrasal verbs

Match the sentence beginnings 1 – 8 with the endings a – h.

1 Not surprisingly, the government has come in

2 No more tinned food – I’m going to sign up

3 When I was about eleven or twelve I went in

4 Their plans to build a house in Spain came up

5 The new legislation is designed to crack down

6 They had to move – they just couldn’t put up

7 It really is so expensive – they’re getting away 

8 A self-made man, Relf puts his success down

a for a competition and won a trip to Paris.

b with daylight robbery!

c on juvenile crime and delinquency.

d for criticism over its handling of the crisis.

e to hard work and persistence.

f with the constant noise of the motorway.

g for a cookery course!

h against a few problems and they had to abandon the idea.

4 Work in pairs. Cover up the endings a – h in exercise 3 and see how many you can remember.

Vocabulary: adjectives formed with particles

A number of adjectives are formed using particles such as in, out, on, off, up, down, over, under, away. These may be written with or without a hyphen or as one word. The following examples are all from the listening:

head-on collision    
run-down estates     
built-up area

worn out 

fed up 
         

cheesed off

faraway place     
oncoming lorry     
overnight train

1 Complete each gap with an adjective from the box.

sit-down      
outdoor     
uphill     
off-the-peg

out-of-the-way    
online       
comfortably off

up to date   
outspoken  
indoor   
out-of-town    

1 Is learning English an _______ struggle for you or a relatively easy task?

2 Do you prefer _______ superstores or town centre shops? 

3 Would you rather have a holiday in an _______ place or a crowded resort?

4 Do you do more _______ or _______ activities in your free time?

5 Are you more a supporter or an _______ critic of your government?

6 For weddings and other celebrations do you prefer a _______ meal or a finger-food buffet?

7 Are you more likely to buy an  _______ suit or a made-to-measure one?

8 Which do you do more - use _______ banking services or visit your local branch?

9 Do you keep _______ with the latest celebrity gossip or does it bore you?

10 Are you hard up or ______ at the moment?

2 Work in pairs. For each sentence in exercise 1, underline the alternative which you think your partner is most likely to choose in answer to the question.

3 Check and discuss your ideas for exercise 2 with your partner. How accurate were they?
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Revision

Write an appropriate noun from the box in each gap to complete the collocations.

activities  
collision 
critic  

meal  

place  


struggle  
suit  

superstore 
traffic

1 an uphill 
_______
6 an off-the-peg                _______   

2 an out-of-the-way 
_______ 
7 oncoming 
  _______ 

3 an out-of-town 
_______
8 a head-on 
  _______

4 an outspoken 
_______
9 indoor and outdoor        _______

5 a sit-down 
_______

uphill

Google

Uphill on its own does not yield very much. With the verb ‘to be’ however, we get the information we are looking for. Here are the four most frequent collocates.

“is an uphill”

struggle
battle

task

climb

Macmillan English Dictionary

1 towards the top of the slope or a hill: a steep uphill climb

2 difficult to do or achieve: uphill battle/struggle/task etc The Opposition face an uphill 

struggle to win back voters.

Oxford Collocations Dictionary

No entry for uphill, though it does appear as a collocate of battle, struggle etc
www.sketchengine.co.uk
This site, for which there is an annual charge, organises the information from the British National Corpus. Students would not want to pay to have access to this, but if your or your school has it, it’s a useful check device. The numbers show the number of hits: if you click on the number it takes you to a concordance.

	struggle 
	58

	battle 
	24

	task 
	25

	slope 
	7

	work 
	7


______________________________________________________________________
Vocabulary record for ‘uphill’
adj /phonemes/ [stress on first syllable] 

[translation]

Example from exercise: Is learning an uphill struggle for you or a 

relatively easy task?

1 towards the top of the slope or a hill: a steep uphill climb
2 difficult to do or achieve: The Opposition face an uphill struggle to win 

   back voters.

+ noun: 
struggle

battle

task

climb

adv /phonemes/ [stress on second syllable]

The road leads uphill towards the church.
___________________________________________________________
overnight

Google

“an overnight” success
sensation
stay
visit
trip
train
Macmillan English Dictionary

 [only before noun] 

1 working, travelling or happening during the night: an overnight stay: the overnight train/flight/ferry [my bold]

2 happening after a very short time: an overnight success
Oxford Collocations Dictionary

No entry for overnight, though it does appear as a collocate of success and others.
www.sketchengine.co.uk
stay 40

accommodation 38

bag 35

stop 19


rain 20

train 11


success 13
lead 8 (golf)

____________________________________________________________________
Key to exercises at the end of this booklet
Page 3: Effects

Words included in the last two categories may describe either positive or negative effects.

A positive effect: beneficial, the desired, soothing

A negative effect: adverse, catastrophic, damaging, detrimental harmful

A big effect: dramatic, far-reaching, important, lasting, noticeable, significant 

A small effect: limited, minimal

Page 4: Problems

a small problem: minor, trivial

a big problem: major, serious, (possibly also tough, urgent)

a problem which occurs often: common, recurrent

a problem which may occur later: potential

Changes

A  Possible Answers
your name
you don’t like it / you become a performer / you get married (some 




women in some countries)

your mind
someone persuades you or you realise you’re wrong / your opinion simply changes

your tune
(=to express a different opinion or behave differently) when your 




situation changes and it no longer interests you to express a certain opinion

your baby
his or her nappy is dirty

the subject
(=to start talking about a different thing) what you are talking about is 




embarrassing or causing people to get upset or angry

sides

you no longer share the opinions of the people or group (eg political 




party) you have previously supported

places

to see a film, play etc better / you want to sit next to someone else / you 




want to move to a non-smoking section

gear

(on a bike or in a car) you want to increase or decrease your speed / you 




go up or down a hill

a tyre

when you have a puncture or when the tyre is bald (= worn down)

B a)   1 c
2 d
3 a
4 b

Avoiding Repetition of Basic Words
Which adjective?
1 _________
delighted
elated
thrilled
overjoyed
on top of the world

2 _________
tearful
miserable
weepy
close to tears
in low spirits

3 _________
anxious
tense 
apprehensive
on edge
a bundle of nerves

4 _________
crucial
vital
essential
fundamental
indispensable
5 _________
dull
tedious
uneventful
monotonous
repetitive

6 _________
fascinating 
absorbing
compelling
intriguing
of (special/particular/






considerable) interest

7 _________
helpful
practical
(in)valuable
of (great) use
(come in) handy

8 _________
stunning
attractive
picturesque
fine-looking
gorgeous

9 ________
worn out
exhausted
weary
drained
ready to drop
What type of people?
10 _________
youngsters
teenagers
adolescents 
today’s youth
courting couples

11 _________
pensioners
the elderly
the aged
senior citizens
retired couples

What type of buildings?

12 _________
historic
ancient 
crumbling
ramshackle
tumbledown

The Longman Language Activator is a good source.
eg happy
describing the person
on top of the world
 in a good mood
over the moon

cheerful
content(ed)
radiant

ecstatic
joyful

jolly

pleased
glad

delighted
thrilled

overjoyed
elated

describing the occasion or situation
gleeful

blissful

idyllic

heartwarming

verbs

cheer up
raise someone’s spirits
make sb’s day

put in a good mood
Vocabulary: emotional reactions

1 What alternative words & expressions do you know for the following?

I nearly cried

I cried

I laughed

I got angry

It surprised me

It frightened me

It made me happy

It depressed me

2 Underline the correct alternative.

1 I was close of/to/on tears but I didn’t actually cry.

2 It was so sad – I cried my eyes out/in/from.
3 It was so funny – I roared for/with/by laughter.

4 It’s such a funny book – it had me laughing up/out/off loud.

5 I got very worked out/on/up and I was trembling with/to/over anger.

6 The news took me completely from/in/by surprise. I just couldn’t get up/over/above it.

7 It frightened the life out of/up to/down from me.

8 I’d never do that.  Just the thought of it scares me with/to/by death.

9 It always cheers me up/around/out and puts me through/to/in a good mood, no 
   matter how fed up I’ve been feeling.

10 It’s so depressing – it really gets me along/down/off.
3 Work in small groups.  Choose five of the sentences in exercise 2 and for each one think of an example which is true for you.  Describe your examples to your group, who must guess which sentences you are illustrating. 

Adapted from Straightforward Advanced

Revision

In a later lesson, ask students to do exercise 1 again. How many of the expressions from exercise 2 can they remember?

Key:
1 to
2 out
3 with
4 out
5 up, with

6 by, over

7 out of
8 to
9 up, in
10 down

Comparisons

1 Complete each gap with a word from the box.

about

with

as

than

to

in

1 There’s nothing more irritating ____ having to wait for someone who’s late.
2  The food in my country is unlike any other ____ the world – it’s fantastic.

3  There is little to choose between the political parties in my country. They’re all just 

as bad ____ each other.

4 The worst thing _____ my school/work is that I have to get up so early.

5  My country’s national football team compares very favourably _____ most others.

6 Our English teacher bears a striking resemblance _____ a famous TV personality.

2 Discuss each of the statements in exercise 2.  Do you agree or disagree with them?

3 Use the expressions in bold in exercise 2 to write five sentences expressing your own opinions. Discuss your sentences with another student.
__________________________________________________________________

Roy Norris
Straightforward Advanced

Procedure for teachers 

Comparisons

1 Elicit the following or similar from your students when they’ve done the 

coursebook exercise. 

1 The most irritating thing in the world is having to wait for someone who’s late. 

2 The food in my country is very different from that in the rest of the world.

3 The political parties in my country are all very similar to each other.
4  …….

5 My country’s national football team is just as good as most others.
6 Our English teacher looks remarkably similar to a famous TV personality.

2 They can use the above information for their student record.

eg
There’s nothing more irritating than having to wait for someone who’s late.

=

The most irritating thing in the world is having to wait for someone who’s late. 

3 In the same or a later lesson, give them the following exercise. [You could use different contexts for your sentences (see number 1).]
1 The most irritating thing in the world is having to wait for someone who’s late. 

NOTHING

There ______________________________ having to wait for someone who’s late.

or

1 The most irritating thing in the world is having to take work home at the weekend. 

NOTHING

There ______________________________ having to take work home at the weekend.

2 The food in my country is very different from that in the rest of the world.

UNLIKE

The food in my country ______________________________ in the world.
3 The political parties in my country are all very similar to each other.
CHOOSE

There is ______________________________ the political parties in my country.
5 My country’s national football team is as good as most others.

FAVOURABLY

My country’s national football team ______________________________ most others.
6 Our English teacher looks remarkably similar to a famous TV personality.

STRIKING

Our English teacher ______________________________ a famous TV personality.

End of a friendship

For the first time in my life I have been dumped by a friend. I should have seen it coming: the phone calls not returned, the excuses about “not feeling very sociable right now”, the e-mails that languished unreplied in the ether. Yet the letter suggesting that the time had come for us to move on still came as a shock. 

It didn’t seem to fit in with our modern ideal of friendship. As growing numbers of us live alone, friends are becoming more important. They are our families of choice, we’re told, taking on the roles of parent, spouse, sibling — and best friend. 

Tula and I had been firm friends for nearly ten years. We met at a singing workshop and took to each other immediately. She was warm and vivacious, and we shared an enthusiasm for grappling with life’s conundrums over glasses of wine or long walks in the country. She helped me to move house and, when her long-term partner walked out, I put the kettle on and supplied tissues. 

But life changed for both of us: I got married and she responded to her newly-single status by developing a fresh set of social networks. Then she took a long holiday, reviewed her life and decided what to keep and what to throw out. In her letter she described our 
friendship as a “borderline” case and suggested it might be time we “let each other go”. 

Extract of text from Straightforward Advanced Unit 8 p81

Initial paraphrasing exercise

Find expressions in the text which have a similar meaning to the following.

1 It was silly of me not to realize it would happen.             I should have seen it coming. 
2 It was time for us to make a change.
______________________________

3 It gave [me] an unpleasant surprise.
______________________________

4 More and more of us.
______________________________

5 Adopting the positions of
______________________________
6 We started to like one another straight away
______________________________
7 ________________________________
    we shared an enthusiasm for           . 
8 ________________________________
Developing a fresh set of social networks
Possible follow-up exercise

Write transformation exercises using the information above.
It was silly of me not to realize it would happen, wasn’t it?

SEEN
I should _________________________ , shouldn’t I?

It was time for us to make a change.

TIME

The __________________________ for us to make a change.

Reading Task: 

Read the following text. Do you think Lily is happy now in her professional life?
The Fast Track to Burnout
Lily Tan left university with an MBA distinction and was quickly snapped up by a major retail chain. In just five years she achieved a senior management position and after receiving news of the promotion she was elated. ‘I rang round just about everyone I could think of,’ she laughs. ‘But the next day I felt nothing. I had no inclination to get out of bed and face the constant pressure.’ Despite her sudden disillusionment, she continued to persevere and was the brains behind a new strategy. ‘Everyone seemed to be in favour of it at the planning stage,’ she says. But during the implementation stage, unforeseen problems arose and eventually the strategy was abandoned. Lily’s next performance appraisal gave her a really low rating, which she found devastating. The whole experience was quite traumatizing and I was too emotionally immature to deal with it.’ It wasn’t long before Lily left and set up her own recruitment company, which is now flourishing. She still regrets her discovery that there is no such thing as team spirit when one of the members makes a mistake.
Ready for CAE

Post-reading Task:

Select between 6 & 8 chunks of language which you would like to record. 

Remember: 
· Look for nouns first, then underline associated adjectives and/or verbs etc.
· Look for familiar words in unfamiliar surroundings. 
· Where possible, students should record language in the form in which they find it. (ie copy out the sentence from the text)

Magazines

Tip: Google the topic of interest + magazine

eg curling magazine = http://www.sweepmag.com/ 

birdwatching magazine = http://www.birdwatch.co.uk/website/ 

knitting magazine = http://www.knittinguniverse.com/flash/universe.php 
Music 

http://home.q4music.com/ for music reviews, news and articles

http://www.frootsmag.com/ for music reviews, news and articles
http://www.uncut.co.uk/ including music review and film review archives

Sport

http://fourfourtwo.com/ for football articles and news

http://www.tennis.com/ for tennis articles and news

http://www.swimmingworldmagazine.com/ for swimming

http://www.powdermag.com/ for skiing

[see Tip in box above]

Cinema

http://www.premiere.com for film reviews and film news and articles 

http://www.empireonline.com/reviews for film reviews and film news and articles as well as DVD, book and game reviews

Newspapers

Breaking news
http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
Website with readymade worksheets based on short articles. Includes work on collocation.

Daily Telegraph
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/russia
A whole subsite devoted to Russian news. For other countries, simply change the country name at the end of the address.

The Guardian
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/russia
The same applies to the Guardian too.
The Independent

http://www.independent.co.uk 
Type in the word Russia to their search engine. When you print articles from this newspaper, there are some very strict rules relating to copyright. If you want to print or email more than 5 copies you have to pay: for printing there are no educational rates and you may have to pay as much as £1 per copy; for email, educational rates mean it would cost you around 40p per copy. 
Really Useful Words

Complete each of the gaps with an appropriate adjective from the box.

shrewd
awkward
love-hate
moving
minor

fascinating
social
unreliable
catastrophic
absurd
1. The television is a/an ________________ method of obtaining information, so I always buy a newspaper to get my news.
2. She found herself in a/an ________________ position; money was tight and she could only afford to send one of her children to school.
3. We only anticipated ________________  problems so we decided to go ahead with the plan.
4. It was a/an ________________ idea, and I, for one, would not be supporting it.

5. Buying land near the proposed site for the shopping complex was a/an _____________  move and he made millions on the resale.
6. I’m glad you raised that point; it’s a/an ________________ question and one which we’ll come back to later.

7. I have a/an ________________ relationship with my job; how I feel about it usually depends on what mood I’m in when I get to work. 

8. Judi Dench gave a/an ________________ performance and many of those sitting near me were in tears.

9. The pace of ________________ change has been rather slow in this country in recent years.

10. The terrorist attacks had a/an ________________ effect on the local tourist industry.

Effects
Look at the adjectives to describe effect and write down at least two words in each of the following categories.  

	A positive effect
	A negative effect
	A big effect
	A small effect 

	
	
	
	


adverse
beneficial
catastrophic
damaging
(the) desired
detrimental

dramatic
far-reaching
harmful
immediate
important
lasting
limited
long- / short-term 

minimal
noticeable
side

significant
soothing
have a/an 
____________
effect (on sbdy/sthg)

Problems
Adjective + Noun




a common

a major

a minor

a potential

a recurrent
problem
a serious

a tough

a trivial

an unexpected

an urgent

Task 1: Adjective + Noun
Find another word or words for:

a small problem

a big problem

a problem which occurs often

a problem which may occur later

Task 2: Verb + Noun

One of the verbs in each group of five is very different in meaning to the other four.  

Underline the odd one out.
1 encounter
run into
tackle 

come up against
come across


2 sort out
resolve

overcome
pose 


rise above
Vocabulary: Changes

A  Change as a verb:  Verb + noun collocations

The nouns in the box can all be used after the verb change.  

When or why might you change each of the items?  Discuss with your partner. 

Example:

You would probably change your doctor if you moved to a different neighbourhood, town or area.  You might also change if you weren’t happy with the treatment you received from him or her.

your doctor    
your name  
your mind   
your tune


your baby
the subject 
sides 
places


gear
a tyre

B  Change as a noun:  Adjective + noun collocations

The following adjectives can all be used with the noun change.

Complete each of the sentences 1 - 4 with a suitable group of adjectives a) – d).  All of the adjectives in each group must be appropriate for the sentence you choose.

a)  economic / political / social

b)  dramatic / sudden / considerable


c)   pleasant / refreshing / welcome

d)  far-reaching / significant / sweeping

1  It made a/an _____________________ change to see Alex in a suit.  He looked very smart for once.

2  The Government has announced plans to make ________________changes to the tax system.

3  The pace of __________________________change has been rather slow in this country in recent years.

4  The lottery win brought about a/an _____________________ change in her circumstances.

2   Rewrite sentences 1 – 4 so that they are true for you / your country.  Use the words in bold, together with an appropriate adjective.  Compare your sentences with those of other students in your class.

Verb + Noun


combat


come up against


confront


face (up to)	


pose	a problem


resolve


rise above


run into


sort out


tackle











1
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