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Chapter 35

COMPARISON OF ADVERBS

· Just as with adjectives, there are three degrees of adverbs, the Positive, the Comparative, and the Superlative. 
· Adverbs are for the most part derived from adjectives and depend on them for their comparison. 
How do I recognize a Positive degree adverb in English?
· Positive adverbs in English almost always end –ly.
How do I form a Positive degree adverb?
· Adverbs derived from adjectives of the First and Second Declension form the Positive  by adding –e to the stem.  Those derived from adjectives of the Third Declension, by changing the -is of the gen. sing. to -iter, as: 
  

	carus, -a, um          gen. car-i
	car-e      dearly 

	pulcher, -ra, -rum  gen. pulchr-i
	pulchr-e     beautifully

	acer, acris, acre     gen. acr-is
	acr-iter     fiercely

	levis, leve              gen. lev-is
	lev-iter    lightly


· But the adjectives in -ns, and a few other, add -er (instead of -iter), as:   
	sapiens       gen. sapient-is
	sapienter     wisely

	prudens      gen. prudent –is
	prudenter    wisely

	vehemens   gen. vehement -is
	vehementer  violenty


Note audax, audacter, boldly 

Turn this page over to find the comparative adverb formation rules.

How do I recognize a Comparative degree adverb in English?

· Comparative adverbs use “more, too, rather” + -ly [i.e. more wisely, too slowly, rather quickly]

How do I form a Comparative degree adverb?
· The comparative of all adverbs regularly looks like the neuter of the Comparative adjective.
   
	Adjective
	Adverb

	carus      gen. car -i
	carius

	pulcher  gen. pulchr - i
	pulchrius

	acer       gen. acr-is
	acrius

	levis      gen. lev -is
	levius

	sapiens  gen. sapient -is
	sapientius

	audax    gen. audac -is
	audacius


 How do I recognize a Superlative degree adverb in English?


· Superlative adverbs use “very, most” + -ly [i.e. very wisely, most quickly]

How do I form a Superlative degree adverb?
· First create the superlative adjective following all the rules you have learned in the last chapter.  Then change the final –us of the nominative masculine singular to –e.
	Adjective
	Superlative Adjective
	Superlative Adverb

	carus      gen. car -i
	     carissimus
	     carissime

	pulcher  gen. pulchr - i
	     pulcherrimus
	     pulcherrime

	acer       gen. acr-is
	     acerrimus
	     acerrime

	levis      gen. lev -is
	     levissimus
	     levissime

	sapiens  gen. sapient -is
	     sapientissimus  
	     sapientissime

	audax    gen. audac -is
	     audacissimus
	     audacissime


Irregular Adverb Formation in Comparative and Superlative must be memorized.

Note however, that they are similar to the corresponding irregular adjective forms
	bene  well
	melius
	optime

	male     ill
	peius
	pessime

	magnopere   greatly
	magis
	maxime

	multum    much
	plus
	plurimum

	paulum      little
	minus
	minime

	saepe      often
	saepius
	saepissime


  
 Note also these irregular forms:  facile = easily





     Paulatim = gradually
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