Position of Adverb of Frequency

The position of adverbs of frequency is often very tricky. However, there are several good rules that you can follow. 

Let's divide adverbs of frequency into two groups. 

Group "a": always, continually, frequently, occasionally, often, once, twice, periodically, repeatedly, sometimes, usually.
Group "b": ever, hardly ever, never, rarely, scarcely ever, seldom. 

Adverbs in both groups are normally placed:

1. After the simple tenses of "to be": 

· He is always in time for meals.

2. Before the simple tenses of all other verbs: 

· They sometimes stay up all night.

With compound tenses, they are placed after the first auxiliary, or—with interrogative verbs—after "auxiliary + subject":

· He can never understand.

· You have often been told not to do that.

· Have you ever ridden a camel?

Exceptions

"Used to" and "have to" prefer the adverb in front of them: 

· You hardly ever have to remind him; he always remembers. 

Frequency adverbs are often placed before auxiliaries when these are used alone, in addition to remarks or in answers to questions: 

· Person A: Can you park your car near the shops?

· Person B: Yes, I usually can. 

· I know I should take exercise, but I never do.

and when in a compound verb, the auxiliary is stressed:

· I never can remember. She hardly ever has met him.

Similarly when "do" is added for emphasis: 

· I always do arrive in time!

But emphasis can also be given by stressing the frequency adverb and leaving it in its usual position after the auxiliary: 

· You should always check your oil before starting.

Adverbs in group (a) above can also be put at the beginning or end of a sentence or clause. 

"always", "often"

The adverb "always" is rarely found at the beginning of a sentence/clause except with imperatives. 

· Always wash your hands before the meal! 

"often", if put at the end, normally requires "very" or "quite": 

· Often he walked.

· He walked quite often.

Adverbs in group (b) above: "hardly ever", "never", "rarely" etc. (but not "ever" alone), can also be put at the beginning of a sentence, but inversion of the following main verb then becomes necessary: 

· Hardly/Scarcely ever did they manage to meet unobserved. (Inversion of word order for emphasis) 

"hardly" / "scarcely ever", "never", "rarely" and "seldom" are not used with negative verbs.

"never", "ever"

"never" is chiefly used with an affirmative verb, never with a negative one. It normally means "at no time"

· He never saw her again.

· I've never eaten snails. 

· They never eat meat, (habit)

· I've never had a better flight.

"never + affirmative" can sometimes replace an ordinary negative:

· I waited but he never turned up. (Meaning: He didn't turn up) 

"never + interrogative" can be used to express the speaker's surprise at the non-performance of an action:

· Has he never been to Japan? I'm surprised, because his wife is Japanese.

· Position of adverbs of frequency - Exercise 1

	Rewrite the complete sentence using the adverb in brackets in its correct position.

Example: I play tennis on Sundays. (often)

Answer: I often play tennis on Sundays.


	
	1) He listens to the radio. (often)
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2) They read a book. (sometimes)
[image: image2.wmf]


3) Pete gets angry. (never)
[image: image3.wmf]


4) Tom is very friendly. (usually)
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5) I take sugar in my coffee. (sometimes)
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6) Ramon and Frank are hungry. (often)
[image: image6.wmf]


7) My grandmother goes for a walk in the evening. (always)
[image: image7.wmf]


8) Walter helps his father in the kitchen. (usually)
[image: image8.wmf]


9) They watch TV in the afternoon. (never)
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10) Christine smokes. (never)


	

	


· Bottom of Form

· Position of adverbs of frequency - Exercise 1

· Top of Form
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	1) He listens to the radio. 
He often listens to the radio. 

2) They read a book. 
They sometimes read a book. 

3) Pete gets angry. 
Pete never gets angry. 

4) Tom is very friendly. 
Tom is usually very friendly. 

5) I take sugar in my coffee. 
I sometimes take sugar in my coffee. 

6) Ramon and Frank are hungry. 
Ramon and Frank are often hungry. 

7) My grandmother goes for a walk in the evening. 
My grandmother always goes for a walk in the evening. 

8) Walter helps his father in the kitchen. 
Walter usually helps his father in the kitchen. 

9) They watch TV in the afternoon. 
They never watch TV in the afternoon. 

10) Christine smokes. 
Christine never smokes.


	

	Position of Adverb

Adverb of Manner

(e.g.: slowly, carefully, awfully)

These adverbs are put behind the direct object (or behind the verb if there's no direct object).

subject

verb(s)

direct object

adverb

He

drove

the car

carefully.

He

drove

 

carefully.

Exercise on adverbs of manner
Adverbs of Place

(e.g.: here, there, behind, above)

Like adverbs of manner, these adverbs are put behind the direct object or the verb.

subject

verb(s)

direct object

adverb

I

didn't see

him

here.

He

stayed

 

behind.

Exercise on adverbs of place
Adverbs of Time

(e.g.: recently, now, then, yesterday)

Adverbs of time are usually put at the end of the sentence.

subject

verb(s)

indirect object

direct object

time

I

will tell

you

the story

tomorrow.

If you don't want to put emphasis on the time, you can also put the adverb of time at the beginning of the sentence.

time

subject

verb(s)

indirect object

direct object

Tomorrow

I

will tell

you

the story.

Exercise on adverbs of time
Adverbs of Frequency

(e.g.: always, never, seldom, usually)

Adverbs of frequency are put directly before the main verb. If 'be' is the main verb and there is no auxiliary verb, adverbs of frequency are put behind 'be'. Is there an auxiliary verb, however, adverbs of frequency are put before 'be'.

subject

auxiliary/be

adverb

main verb

object, place or time

I

 

often

go swimming

in the evenings.

He

doesn't

always

play

tennis.

We

are

usually

 

here in summer.

I

have

never

been

abroad.

Adverbs of frequency

always, usually, regularly, normally, often, sometimes, occasionally, rarely, seldom, never are adverbs of frequency.

The position of these adverbs is:

before the main verb 
 

 

Adverb of frequency

Verb

 

I

 

always

get up

at 6.45.

Peter

can

usually

play

football on Sundays.

Mandy

has

sometimes

got

lots of homework.

after a form of to be am, are, is (was, were)
 

Verb

Adverb of frequency

 

Susan

is

never

late.

The adverbs often, usually, sometimes and occasionally can go at the beginning of a sentence.
Sometimes I go swimming.
Often we surf the internet.

Somtimes these adverbs are put at the end of the sentence.
We read books occasionally.

Adverbs of Frequency

The most common adverbs of frequency are always, usually, often, sometimes, seldom, rarely, and never. The following chart shows the relative frequencies of these adverbs. It is important to understand that the percentages only show approximate frequencies; other sources will have slightly different numbers. What is important is not the absolute number, but only the relative frequency. 
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What are adverbs? 

Traditionally an adverb is defined as a word that modifies a verb, adjective, another adverb, or a whole clause or sentence. There are many kinds of adverbs; common types include adverbs of manner that tell how (easily, quietly), adverbs of time that tell when (afterwards, later), adverbs of place and direction that tell where (there, downstairs, backward, up), adverbs of degree that tell how much (very, almost, extremely) and adverbs of frequency that tell how often (always, sometimes, never). 

What do we mean by adverbs of frequency? 

Adverbs of frequency tell us how often an action takes place. 

Are there other adverbs of frequency? 

Yes. In addition to the adverbs in the chart above, other common adverbs of frequency include constantly, generally, normally, regularly, frequently, routinely, repeatedly, occasionally, infrequently, and hardly ever. 

Where do we put adverbs of frequency? 

The basic rule is that adverbs of frequency come before the main verb but after present and past forms of be (am, are, is, was, were). In the case of tenses that use an auxiliary, we put the adverb between the auxiliary and the main verb. The following tables show the position of the adverbs of frequency in affirmative, negative, interrogative, and imperative sentences. 

Affirmative Sentences

Subject 

Auxiliary 

Adv. of Frequency 

Main Verb 

Predicate 

The side effects 

  

usually 

go 

away after a few hours. 

I 

  

sometimes 

have 

trouble accessing my favorite web site. 

Beethoven 

  

often 

went 

to Baden for the summer. 

Kevin 

has 

never 

been 

a fan of SUVs. 

Brian 

has 

always 

wanted 

to own a restaurant. 

I 

will 

always 

be 

grateful to you. 

Affirmative Sentences with BE

Subject 

BE 

Adv. of Frequency 

Predicate 

The bus 

is 

usually 

on time. 

Some people 

are 

never 

satisfied. 

Negative Sentences

Subject 

Auxiliary 

Adv. of Frequency 

Main Verb 

Predicate 

Suzanne 

doesn't 

usually 

get 

involved in politics. 

It 

doesn't 

often 

snow 

here at Christmas. 

I 

don't 

ever 

download 

music from the Internet. 

Negative Sentences with BE

Subject 

BE + not 

Adv. of Frequency 

Predicate 

Iron supplements 

aren't 

usually 

necessary for men. 

Professor Morgan 

isn't 

often 

at a loss for words. 

Interrogative Sentences

Auxiliary 

Subject 

Adv. of Frequency 

Main Verb 

Predicate 

Does 

Kimberly 

usually 

have 

breakfast at home? 

Do 

you 

always 

read 

the fine print? 

Did 

Chris 

ever 

play 

basketball? 

Don't 

you 

ever 

get 

tired? 

Interrogative Sentences with BE

BE 

Subject 

Adv. of Frequency 

Predicate 

Are 

you 

always 

so cheerful in the morning? 

Isn't 

Ted 

usually 

here by eight o'clock? 

Imperative Sentences

Adv. of Frequency 

Verb 

Predicate 

Always 

do 

your best! 

Never 

forget 

this rule! 

Always 

be 

truthful! 

Short Answers with Adverbs of Frequency

Subject 

Adv. of Frequency 

Auxiliary or BE 

A: Will you ever change?
B:I 


never 


will. 

A:Has Shirley ever been to Austria?
B:She 


never 


has. 

A: Do they ever study together?
B:They 


sometimes 


do. 

A: Is Jessica ever wrong?
B:She 


seldom 


is. 

Distribution of Adverbs of Frequency by Sentence Type

Adv. of Frequency 

Affirmative 

Negative 

Interrogative 

Imperative 

always 

X 

X 

X 

X 

usually 

X 

X 

X 

  

often 

X 

X 

X 

  

sometimes/occasionally 

X 

  

X 

  

rarely/seldom/hardly ever/scarcely ever1 

X 

  

  

  

never1 

X 

  

  

X 

ever 

  

X 

X 

  

1Although used in sentences with affirmative form, the meaning is negative.


Distribution of Adverbs of Frequency by Sentence Position

Adv. of Frequency 

Initial 

Medial 

Final 

always 

  

X 

  

usually 

X 

X 

  

often 

  

X 

X 

sometimes/occasionally 

X 

X 

X 

rarely/seldom/hardly ever/scarcely ever2 

X 

X 

  

never2 

X 

X 

  

ever 

  

X 

  

2If placed in initial position, subject-verb inversion occurs. See below for examples.

Subject-Verb Inversion

Negative Adverb 

Auxiliary 

Subject 

Main Verb 

Predicate 

Never 

did 

I 

think 

I would see my book in print. 

Seldom 

have 

we 

had 

a professor with such enthusiasm. 

"Scarcely 

had 

he 

finished 

speaking when the door of the queen's apartment opened...." 

Relative Frequencies of the Adverbs3
ADVERB 

FREQUENCY 

never 

202 

often 

153 

always 

141 

ever 

103 

sometimes 

63 

usually 

51 

generally 

39 

normally 

20 

constantly 

16 

rarely 

16 

regularly 

16 

frequently 

15 

repeatedly 

15 

routinely 

11 

occasionally 

7 

almost never 

3 

seldom 

3 

Position of Adverb of Frequency

The position of adverbs of frequency follows the following rules: 
1. Immediately before the main verb:

Examples:

I never eat meat. 
She always drinks coffee in the morning.
They often play tennis on Sundays. 

2. After an auxiliary verb.

Examples:

I can never answer that question.
They have always played together.
We should always follow our dreams.

3. After the verb to be.

Examples:

He is always happy.
They are never on time for the meeting. 
We were sometimes bored at school.

Note

Some adverbs of frequency can be used in different positions in the sentence.

Examples:

I go out on Saturdays sometimes.
Occasionally they play duets on the piano. 
We have a cup of coffee after lunch usually. 

If you are not sure, follow the above rules - they are always correct. 




· Bottom of Form
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