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ADVERBS 
An adverb is a word that modifies a verb.  This also means that the adverb describes a verb. 

 Adverbs often end in –ly.

Adverbs and Verbs share a special relationship.  

To understand this relationship, we must memorise the fact that an adverb describes the verb in many different ways.  

However, for grade five, we will learn the secrets, clues  as well as memorise five of these basic ways in which an adverb can modify or describe a verb. THESE FIVE ARE:  adverbs of time, place, manner, frequency and degree
ALWAYS REMEMBER:  With all adverbs, they tell us more about the verb. This means that we must always first identify the verb of the sentence.  The clue and the secret  is know that a sentence always has a SUBJECT and a VERB.    You must therefore first find out what the subject of the sentence is and then the verb  (doing word or action) in the sentence.  Refer to our previous lessons and worksheets in your 3 quire.  Now let us look at the five basic types of adverbs.  
1. Adverb of Manner, This means that they describe the way an action is happening. Ask yourself the question:  In what manner? How does Phillip sing? Loudly. How does my cat wait? Impatiently.  Some examples of adverbs of manner include:
· Slowly.

· Rapidly.

· Clumsily.

· Badly.

· Diligently.

· Sweetly.

· Warmly.

· Sadly.
In other words, Adverbs of manner express how something happens. In most cases for adverbs of manner, you can take an adjective (this is a describing word) and simply add -ly to form an adverb. For example, if you take the sentence – “The cat is quick (adjective).”

Instead of describing a noun, an adverb describes or modifies a verb. In this case, the noun is the word ‘cat’. Because adverbs describe verbs, you need to add a verb in the sentence. For example, you can use the verb “run” in this sentence – “The cat runs quickly.” Now let us break down this sentence in order to understand how we did it.
The is an article

Cat is the subject and a common noun.  

Runs is the verb in present continuous.  

Quickly is the adverb that describes HOW the cat runs.  
Adverbs of manner tell us the way or how to do something. However, not all adverbs end with -ly. For example, the words ‘fast’ and ‘well’ describe verbs but do not end in -ly. For example:  He runs fast.  He is the subject, Runs is the verb and Fast is the adverb, because fast tells us How he runs.  Now you break this sentence down:  He did well in his exam.  
Let us look at some more EXAMPLES:

· The cat runs quickly.

· She plays the violin terribly.

· The horse moved fast.

· She plays the piano well.
· Mr Moonieya can shout loudly.  
2. Adverb of Time, (do not confuse an adverb of time with an adverb of frequency.  The secret is to know what the verb of the sentence is in order to identify whether the adverb is time or frequency because the adverb is describing or modifying the verb.)
They can also tell you when, (We arrived early) OR At what time.  

As with all adverbs, they tell us more about the verb. For adverbs of time, they tell us when the verb happened or will happen. For example, “afterwards”, “every day” and “recently’ are adverbs of time and describe “when”.

On the other hand, adverbs of time can describe the duration (how long) an event occurs. Also, it can show when an action is complete.
Adverbs of time can also be specific to real time,

EXAMPLE: 

· School starts at 7:30 am.  
MORE EXAMPLES:  you must identify the subject and the verb in each sentence.  Then you will understand why I have underlined the adverb of time.  
· We’ll go to the festival tomorrow.

· Yesterday, we played in the basketball tournament.

· She’ll eventually finish studying and go to university.

· They ate popcorn and watched movies all day.

3. Adverb of Place, where (Turn here).
Adverbs of Place describe “where” an action takes place. In addition, we usually find adverbs of place after the main verb. (remember that I told you that in English, there are always exceptions to the rule.  Watch out for these exceptions. They are like crocodiles in a muddy river.
For example, “indoors”, “next week” and “still” all describe where something happens. Again, we often find these adverbs of place after a verb in a sentence.

EXAMPLES:

· If you want to see the hot air balloon, you will have to go outside.

· When she entered the classroom, she sat down. (sat is the main verb, then you ask:  where did she sit?)
· I searched everywhere but I couldn’t find him.

· He walks downstairs to meet his father.

4. Adverb of Frequency,  
Adverbs of frequency express “how often” something takes place. In other words, it explains the intensity of occurrence that an event happens. Adverbs of frequency are usually in this form or sequenc: Subject + Adverb + Verb.  Just like dishing curry and rice with salad.  What is the sequence? First the rice, and then the curry, then the salad.  Do not confuse frequency with time.  Remember, you must identify the verb to know the adverb.
NB: (nb is the abbreviation for “important note”) Adverbs of frequency answer “how often” in a more specific way.

ADVERBS OF FREQUENCY EXAMPLES:

· I usually go to the gym on weekends.

· She always wakes up at 7:00 am.

· The family rarely eat brown rice for dinner.

· I never take sick days.
Just for fun, Let us look at adverbs of frequency in percentages.  The percentage relates to the adverb of frequency.  This is an important clue for speaking or reporting because the adverb is strengthened by the percentage.  %
	Adverb of Frequency
	How Often

	Never

	0%


	Hardly Ever

	10%


	Rarely

	20%


	Seldom

	30%


	Occasionally

	40%


	Sometimes

	50%


	Often

	60%


	Frequently

	70%


	Usually

	90%


	Always

	100%



	


In addition, adverbs like “daily”, “weekly”, “monthly” and “yearly” also describe frequency.

5. Adverb of Degree. 
For adverbs that answer “how much” or to “what extent”, these are adverbs of degree. For example, they usually modify other verbs, adjectives or adverbs making them stronger or weaker.  These types of adverbs modify adjectives but not the other way around. In other words, adverbs can combine with other adverbs to put more emphasis on the verb. When you use ‘more’, ‘most’ and ‘least’, they can show degree when describing a verb. For this we must remember our lessons on Degrees of Comparison for Example good, better best.
EXAMPLES:
· He’s very good at playing the piano.

· She’s almost always late arriving at school.

· It’s pretty interesting to see the history of China.

· The English test was extremely difficult.

· When he wears his running shoes, he moves more quickly among everyone.

Just when you thought that it was safe to get into the water……HERE IS A QUICK TEST TO SEE HOW WELL YOU UNDERSTAND THIS LESSON.
Choose the correct form of the adverb to complete the sentence. Just underline your answer.  The box in the bottom is for us to mark in class.  
1
She worked (hard) than the student who auditioned before her.

Hard

Harder

hardest

[image: image1.wmf]
2.
Tell whether the adverb in ALL CAPS indicates time, place, or manner.


Mr. Wilson searched EVERYWHERE for his briefcase.

Time

Place

manner

[image: image2.wmf]
3.
Tell whether the adverb in ALL CAPS indicates time, place, or manner.

Students are SOMETIMES dismissed from the tuckshop.

Time

place

manner

[image: image3.wmf]
4.
Tell whether the adverb in ALL CAPS indicates time, place, or manner.

The ballerina put on her shoes and danced GRACEFULLY.
Time

place

manner

[image: image4.wmf]
6. Choose the best adverb to fill in the blank.

Jason said that he did not feel __________              .

Well
good

[image: image5.wmf]
7. Choose the best adverb to fill in the blank.

The witness answered the question                .

Tomorrow
loudly

never

truthfully

[image: image6.wmf]
8. She opened her present quickly to see what was inside.

The word QUICKLY should be changed to:
Quick
quicker

more quickly

no change
[image: image7.wmf]
9. Choose the best adverb to fill in the blank,

Ring the bell                .

more loudly
louder

[image: image8.wmf]
10. What is the adverb in the sentence?

The boy moved slowly across the field.

Boy
moved

slowly

field

[image: image9.wmf]
11. The basketball player dribbled the basketball across the court and scored.

Which adverb could be added to tell how the basketball player dribbled the basketball?

Quickly

gracefully

suddenly

hopefully

[image: image10.wmf]
12. What question does the adverb answer?

Sally ran quickly.

How

When

Where

[image: image11.wmf]
13. Choose the correct form of GOOD to complete the sentence.
We were __________ prepared for the tornado than the hurricane.

Best

better

good

[image: image12.wmf]
14. The beautiful ballet dancer danced across the stage.

What adverb could be added to tell how the ballet dancer danced across the stage?

Everywhere

gracefully

almost

around

[image: image13.wmf]
15. The lunch lady threw my tray of food at me.

Which adverb could be added to tell how the lunch lady threw the tray of food?

Angrily

suddenly

usually

occasionally

[image: image14.wmf]
16. An adverb is a word that describes a verb or an adjective. Give a reason for your answer.  
True
False

[image: image15.wmf]
17. An adverb is a word that describes a verb or a noun. Give a reason for your answer.  
True_________________________________________________________________________
False________________________________________________________________________
[image: image16.wmf]
18. What is the adverb in the sentence that answers, how?

John swiftly kicked the ball into the net.

[image: image17.wmf]
19. An adverb is a word that describes a noun or an adjective.  Give a reason for your answer.  
True___________________________________________________________________________
False__________________________________________________________________________
[image: image18.wmf]
Great! In our next lesson I will mail some comprehension, as well as a lesson on the special relationship between adverbs and adjectives.  For parents:  if you are using the E Classroom app.  We are currently in week one of term two.  
Much Love and Light:  Mr S.D. Moonieya 
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