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Abstract

This research studies about the usse of the prepositions in the Holy Bible of King James Version. The
source of this research is the Holy Bible in the book of Mark chapter 4 and 8. The writer used the theory of Jayanthi
Dakshina Murthy. A preposition is a word placed before a noun or pronoun to show its relation to some other word
in the sentence. The research used qualitative research. According to Soehartono, qualitative research is a way or
strategy to get the data which are needed in the research, in which the data were analyzed by types of preposition.
There are 6 types of prepositions which are used in Holy Bible in Mark chapter 4 and 8, they are preposition of place
or position, preposition of time, preposition of manner or method, preposition of reason or purpose, preposition of
possession and preposition of direction. After analyzing the book of Mark, the writer found that preposition of place
or position is the most dominant in the book of Mark of the Holy Bible. The writer suggests students or readers to
read English Holy Bible more frequently to improve their English because through the English Holy Bible, the
reader can get many new words that they have not found before and suggests the readers can use this thesis as
reference to analyze the using of the preposition in the book of Mark of the Holy Bible.
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l. Introduction

Language is a system of sounds and words, used by humans to communicate thoughts and feelings or
used by people to express their ideas, opinions, feelings, suggestions, and interactions in both spoken and
written communication. According to Sapir (1921:8) “Language is a purely human and non-instinctive
method of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by means of voluntarily produced symbols”. The
language itself should be learned, so that the communication runs smoothly without any misinterpretation.
Language plays a great part of our daily life.
The objectives of the research are to find out the types of preposition which are used in Holy Bible in the
book of Mark and to find out what types of preposition are the most dominantly used in the book of Mark.

This research will be significantly contributed to enrich the writer’s knowledge and the reader about
preposition used in Holy Bible, especially, in the verses written in the Mark, and this research can be a
guide in understanding the preposition, to enrich the students of English department knowledge about
preposition, to present an alternative model for the next research or students of English Department in the
same study.

Il .Preposition

According to Murthy (1998:190) “A preposition is a word placed before a noun or pronoun to
show its relation to some other word in the sentence”.
Preposition is one of part of speech to shows time, place, manner or method, reason or purpose,
possession and direction placed before noun and pronoun.

Types of Preposition
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According to Murthy (1998:199) preposition can be classified into six parts. They are preposition
of time, preposition of place, preposition of manner or preposition of method, preposition of reason or
purpose, preposition of possession and preposition of direction.

Preposition of Time
Time is a part of the measuring system used to sequence events, to compare the durations of
processes and the intervals between events, and to quantify the motions of objects. Time can be classified
into some parts. They are:
1. At: used with a part of the day considered as a point.
Example: | received a letter by post at six O’clock.
2. Before: the event precedes the time given in the before phrase.
Example: You must return before evening.G
3. For: gives a quantity of time. It is usually accompanied by a number or by
an adjective of indefinite quantity.
Example: He worked in the bank for two months.
4. On: used with a day of the week and a day of month.
Example: | phoned her on September.
Preposition of Place or Position
Place is a position where someone or something is located or has been put. Place can be classified
into some parts. They are:
1. Across: in a position reaching from one side to the other.
Example: lin swam across the English Channel.
2. Among: is on each side of a person or thing that has more than two sides.
Example: He slept among the trees in the forest.
3. Behind: the back part or rear; backward; as, to look behind.
Example: Allice waited for me behind the electric pole.
4. Near: is the most general meaning of neighboring a point.
Example: | went near Eva.
5. Next to: is with nothing else between them.
Example : The theater is right next to the post office.
6. Alongside: is adjoining persons or things consible by side.
Example : The tug pulled up alongside the tanker
7. Beside: is on one side of a person or thing that has two sides.
Example : He sat beside his wife during the party.
8. Between: is on each side of a person or thing that has two sides, and if more than two persons or
things are positioned around a point, among is used.
Example :
a. Fidelia sat between her elder brothers.
b. She sat among all his grandchildren.
9. Opposite: directly facing someone or something else.
Example : The museum is just opposite the house.
10. In or inside. In gives the area of something enclosed — a container, a drawer, a room, a building, the
world.
Example : a. Hang your coat in the closet.



b. There was no inside the house. (Inside emphasizes the containment.)
11. a. On: indicates the surface of something - a floor, a wall, a ceiling, a desk and a street.
b. On top of: emphasizes the uppermost horizontal surface. It is used with an object that has some
height.
Example : a. Put the dishes on the table.
b. He’s standing on top of the desk.
12. At: It is refer to a general vicinity, mere presence at a place is indicated and also used for addresses
with street numbers.
Example : a. He’s at school.
b. He lives at 200 Park Avenue.
After the verb arrive, at refers to a place smaller than a city or town.
Example : He arrived in Europe.
For a city, in is more usual, but at may also be used, especially in reference to travelling.
Example : The plane arrived in (or at)Singapore an hour late.
13. Higher
a. Over: is felt to be generally higher than a point.
Example : The plane flew over the mountain.
b. Above: is felt be directly higher than a point.
Example : He lives on the floor above us.
14. Lower
a. Under: is felt to be generally lower than a point.
Example : A subway runs under this street.
b. Underneath: expresses the idea of close under, especially so as to be hidden.
Example : He swept the dirt underneath the rug.
c. Beneath: expresses the idea of directly under, with some space between.
Example : Beneath a tree lay a dog fast asleep.
d. Below: is felt to be directly lower than a point.
Example : He lives the floor below us.

Preposition of Manner or Method
Manner or method is a way and how something is done or how it happens.

1. By: implies no later than, at any time up to this point.
Example : | earn money by teaching.
2. With: has some meaning:
a. With has meaning as accompanied

Example: She answered the questions with care.
b. With as a tool.

Example: We speak with our tongue.
c. With has meaning as possession.
Example: The girl with blue skirt is beautiful.

Preposition of Reason or purpose
Reason or purpose is a thought or a consideration offered in support of an opinion that aim direct in
any plan, measure, or exertion.



1. For: gives a quantity of time. It is usually accompanied by a number or by an adjective of indefinite
guantity. It has some meaning:
a. For, expressing intention or target.
Example: Education is meant for character formation.
b. For, to show time but a given time period.
Example: | have taught this class for ten years.
c. For, as addressing something
Example: Science is useful for mankind.
d. For, express the cause, reason, because
Example: Eva struggled for freedom of speech.
2. Of: has meaning as causes.
Example: He died of heart pain.
3. With: as a causes
Example: Samuel shivered with fear.

Preposition of Possession
Possession is a person has possession of something if the person knows of its presence and has
physical control of it, or has the power and intention to control it. There are several preposition of
possession. They are:
1. Of: shows the part of someone or something
a. Of, to express the name of the place if combined with proper noun.
Example: The city of Jakarta is far from here.
b. Of, has meaning as the part of or as property
2. With: as a property.
Example: I loved a girl with red dress.

Preposition of Direction
Movement is the act of directing and the act of moving, transference, change of place or posture,
by any means, from one situation to another. The kind of movement by each preposition is given below:
1. Into: is used for things or persons in motion.
Example: Jones walked into the theatre.
2. Toward(s): to express the target.
Example: She ran towards the police station.
3.Round: the portion of the surface or of the circumference equally distant from the center.
Example: The earth moves round the sun.

Holy Bible

The history of the Holy Bible is the history of God’s involvement with mankind. Unlike any other
book ever written, the Holy Bible is compilation of writings that cover a span of about 1400 years and
include some 40 writers. The writers were penning God’s Word under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
The time period recorded during those 1400 years covers nearly 4000 years of human history and God’s
revelation of Himself to and through man. Within its pages are 66 books, yet it is considered one book,
The Book, The Holy Scriptures, The Word of God. The Holy Bible is divided into two sections. All



that was recorded prior to the birth of Jesus Christ is referred to as the Old Testament. A testament is a
written account, proof, evidence, a record of events that took place.

The consensus among scholars is that the book of Mark was written between 50 and 60 A.D. This
book has 16 chapters and is the shortest book of the four gospels. However, the details of the events and
miracles of Jesus in this book are consistent with the other three gospels; Matthew, Luke and John.

I Research Design
“Sochartono (1995:9) said that research design is a way or strategy to get the data which are
needed in the research”. This study is conducted by using descriptive qualitative analysis. Qualitative
research involves collecting data to answer questions concerning the status of the subject and to describe
the types of preposition and how the preposition is used in the book of Mark.

Population and Sample
Population

The population in this study is the verses of the Holy Bible, which contains 66 (sixty-six) books
collection written by many people who were inspired by the Holy Spirit of God.

Sample

The Book of Mark is chosen as the sample of the research, which consists 2 (two) chapters, they
are chapter 4 and 8. The writer choose them because in that chapters contain the miracles, describe the life
and ministry of Jesus Christ, the Gospel of Mark presents many important facts and significant lessons.

The technique of collecting the data used was by doing library research. Using the King James
Version (KJV) and using the Book of Mark as the data. The required information collected by reading the
book of Mark carefully, selecting chapter even in Mark of the Holy Bible on King James Version and
studying some references related to the study by doing library research, reading the books and then
describe.

The data were analyzed and compared to Murthy’s theory for finding out the types of preposition in
the Book of Mark for the preposition. After collecting data the writers identifying all prepositions in
chapter even in Mark in Holy Bible using bold letters for the prepositions, classifying them in table based
on Murthy’s theory., analyzing the types of preposition in the book of Mark.

Below is the table of the Data list of prepositions.

Types of preposition Preposition in the book of Mark
Preposition of time At, before, for, till (from-to, until), on, in,
since, past, about, by, during, after.
Preposition of place or position Across, among, behind, near, beside, next

to, out, alongside, between, opposite, in
or inside, on (on top of), at, higher, lower.
Preposition of method or manner By, with, against

Preposition of reason or purpose For, to, of, with, unto, of



Preposition of possession Of, with

Preposition of direction Into, toward(s), round, out, at, up (upon),
up to

Data Analysis

In analyzing these data, the writer analyzed verses from the book of Mark of the Holy Bible and
identified the verse which belongs to the types of preposition. They are preposition of time, preposition of
place or position, preposition of manner or method, preposition of reason or purpose, preposition of
possession and the last preposition of direction.

MARK chapter 1V
Verse 1: And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great multitude,
so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land.
Analysis:
a. By: is preposition of place.
by: explains the place or position of Jesus teach in the sea side.
b. Unto: is preposition of reason or purpose.
unto: explains the purpose of the people that come to Jesus
c. Into: is preposition of direction.
into: means the direction of Jesus entrance to a ship
d. In: is preposition of place or position.
in: explains the place where Jesus began again to teach
e. On: is preposition of place or position.
on: indicates the surface of the land, the place of people that came to Jesus

Verse 2: And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine,
Analysis:
a. By: is preposition of method or manner.
by: explains the way when Jesus taught the people
b. Unto: is preposition of reason or purpose.
unto: explains the reason or purpose of Jesus to His disciples
c. In: is preposition of place or position.
in: to explain the position of Jesus doctrine

Verse 3: “ Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow:
Analysis:
a. To: is preposition of place or position.
to: explains the place or position of sower to sow

Verse 4: And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air came and
devoured it up.
Analysis:
a. To: is preposition of place or position.
to: explains the place or position of seed where it falls.



b. By: is preposition of method or manner.

by: explains the way the seed falls
c. Of: is preposition of reason or purpose.

of: explains the reason of fowls of the air came and devoured it up.
d. Up: is preposition of place or position.

up: to explain the air came and devoured it up

Verse 5: And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang up,
because it had no depth of earth:
Analysis:
a. On: is preposition of place or position.
on: indicates the surface of the stony ground
b. Up: is preposition of direction.
up: to show the movement or growth of the seed
c. Of: is preposition of possession.
of: explains stony ground had no depth of earth

Verse 6: But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.
Analysis:
a. Up: is preposition of direction.
up: to show the sun was risen

Verse 7: And some fell among, thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit.

Analysis:
a. Among: is preposition of place or position.
among: explains some fell among thorns
b. Up: is preposition of direction.
up: describe the thorns growth

Verse 8: And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought
forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred.
Analysis:
a. On: is preposition of place or position.
on: indicates the surface of ground
b. Up: is preposition of direction.
up: to explain the direction of yield fruit that sprang up

Verse 9: And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.
Analysis:
a. Unto: is preposition of reason or purpose.
unto: is the reason or purpose that conveyed of Jesus to them
b. To: is preposition of place or position.
to: explain the place opposition of whoever that have ears so that they hear



Verse 10: And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the parable.
Analysis:
a. With: is preposition of manner or method.
with: explains Jesus was accompanied the twelve disciples
b. Of: is preposition of method or manner.
of: explains the way of Jesus to mention the parable to His disciples

Verse 11: And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but
unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables:
Analysis:
a. Unto: is preposition of reason or purpose.
unto: explains the reason or purpose that conveyed of Jesus to His disciples.
b. To: is preposition of place or position.
to: shows the position of His disciples for know the mystery of the kingdom of God
c. Of: is preposition of possession.
of: explains the mystery of the kingdom of God.
d. In: is preposition of place or position.
in: shows the mystery of the kingdom of God in parables.

Verse 12: That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand,;
lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.
Analysis:
a. At: is preposition of time.
at: is used to explain the time they should be converted

Verse 13: And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables?
Analysis:
a. Unto: is preposition of reason or purpose.
unto: is the purpose that conveyed of Jesus to His disciples to know all parables

Verse 15: And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan
cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.
Analysis:
a. By: is preposition of manner or method.
by: explains the way of disciples to sown the word
b. In: is preposition of place or position.
in: explains the word that was sown in their hearts.

Verse 16: And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the
word, immediately receive it with gladness;
Analysis:
a. On: is preposition of place or position.
on: explains the surface of stony ground



Verse 17: And have no root and themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction for
persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended.
Analysis:
a. For: is preposition of time.
for: shows the time of persecution ariseth
b. For: is preposition of reason or purpose.
for: the reason of word’s sake

Verse 19: And the cares of this word, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things
entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.
Analysis:
a. Of: is preposition of possession.
of: to show the cares of this word, and the deceitfulness of riches
b. In: is preposition of place or position.
in: explains the position of the lusts of other things entering in
Verse 20: And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and
bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.
Analysis:
a. On: is preposition of place or position.
on: shows the place of good ground

Verse 21: And he said unto them, Is candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed?
And not to be set on a candlestick?
Analysis:
a. unto: is preposition of reason or purpose.
unto: shows the purpose or reason Jesus said to His disciples
b. To: is preposition of place or position.
to: shows the position of a candle
c. On: is preposition of place or position.
on: explains the surface of candlestick
d. Under: is preposition of place or position.
under: is position or place of candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed

Verse 22: For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but
that it should come abroad.
Analysis:
a. [For: is preposition of reason or purpose.
for: explains there is nothing hid.

MARK chapter VIII
Verse 1. In those days the multitude being very great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus called his
disciples unto him, and saith unto them,



Analysis:
a. In: is preposition of time.
in: shows the time when the multitude being very great
b. To: is preposition of place or position.
to: explains the position of people that having nothing to eat
c. Unto: is preposition of reason or purpose.
unto: means the reason or purpose that conveyed of Jesus to His disciples

Verse 2: | have compassion on the multitude, because they have now been with me three days, and have
nothing to eat:
Analysis:
a. On: is preposition of place or position.
on: explains the position of Jesus that have compassion on multitude
b. With: is preposition of manner or method.
With: shows the method or manner of the multitude with Jesus

c. To: is preposition of reason or purpose.
to: explains the reason of the multitude that have nothing to eat

Verse 3: And if | send them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint by the way: for divers of
them came from far.
Analysis:
a. To: is preposition of place or position.
to: means position or place of the multitude that send away fasting to their own houses
b. By: is preposition of possession.
by: explains the part of Jesus said about the multitude that will faint
c. For: is preposition of reason or purpose.
for: explains the reason or purpose to send the multitude away fasting to their own houses
d. Of: is preposition of possession.
of: explains some of the multitude came from far
e. From: is preposition of time.
from: explains the time when the multitude came from far

Verse 4: And his disciples answered him, from whence can a man satisfy these men with bread here in
the wilderness?
Analysis:
a. From: is preposition of time.
from: shows the time when a man satisfy these men with bread
b. With: is preposition of method or manner.
with: explains the method how a man satisfy these men with bread here in the wilderness
c. In: is preposition of place or position.
in: explains the position or place to get the food



Verse 6: And he commanded the people to sit down on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, and
gave thanks, and brake, and gave to his disciples to set before them; and they did set them before the
people.
Analysis:
a. To: is preposition of direction.
to: is direction to the people to sit down on the ground
b. On: is preposition of place or position.
on: shows the surface of the ground
c. Before: is preposition of time.
before: explains the event when Jesus gave His disciples to set before the people

Verse 7: And they had a few small fishes: and he blessed, and commanded to set them also before them.
Analysis:
a. To: is preposition of reason or purpose.
to: explains the purpose to gave the disciples a few small fishes that He was blessed
b. Before: is preposition of time.
before: explains that Jesus gave His bless to His disciples before the multitude

Verse 8: So they did eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets.
Analysis:
a. Up: is preposition of direction.
up: to explain the disciples that took up the broken meat
b. Of: is preposition of possession.
of: explains the disciples took up the broke meat that was left seven baskets

Verse 9: And they that had eaten were about four thousand: and he sent them away.
Analysis:
a. About: is preposition of time.
about: explains the four thousand people that had eaten

Verse 10: And straightway he entered into a ship with his disciples, and came into the parts of
Dalmanutha.
Analysis:
a. Into: is preposition of direction.
into: explains the direction to entered into a ship
b. With: is preposition of manner or method.
with: explains Jesus with His disciples entered into a ship
c. Of: is preposition of possession.
of: explains Jesus and His disciples came into the parts of Dalmanutha

Verse 11: And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking of him a sign from
heaven, tempting him.
Analysis:

a. With: is preposition of method or manner.



with: explains the method of Pharisees to question with Jesus
b. Of: is preposition of possession.
of: explains the Pharisees seeking of Jesus a sign from heaven
c. From: is preposition of time.
from: explains the time of the Pharisees seeking of Jesus a sign from heaven

Verse 12: And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a sigh?
Verily | say unto you, There shall no sign be given unto this generation.

Analysis:
a. In:is preposition of place or position.
in: explains the position of Jesus spirit
b. After: is preposition of time.
after: explains the generation time when seek after a sigh
c. Unto: is preposition of reason or purpose.
unto: means reason or purpose of Jesus to no show the sign unto this generation

Verse 13: And he left them, and entering into the ship again departed to the other side.
Analysis:
a. Into: preposition of direction.
into: to explain direction to entering into the ship
b. To: is preposition of purpose or reason.
to: means the purpose of the ship to the other side

Verse 14: Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither had they in the ship with them more
than one loaf.
Analysis:
a. To: is preposition of purpose or reason.
to: explains the reason of the disciples that had forgotten to take bread
b. In: is preposition of place or position.
in: shows the place of the ship
c. With: is preposition of possession.
with: explains the ship with them more than one loaf

Verse 15: And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the
leaven of Herod.
Analysis:
a. Of: is preposition of possession.
of: explains the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod.

Verse 16: And they reasoned among, themselves, saying, it is because we have no bread.
Analysis:
a. Among: is preposition of place or position.
among: explains they reasoned among themselves



Verse 17: And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no bread?
perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet hardened?
Analysis:
a. Unto: is preposition of reason or purpose.
unto: explains the purpose of Jesus said unto His disciples
Verse 19: When | brake the five loaves among five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took
ye up? They say unto him, Twelve.
Analysis:
a. Among: is preposition of place or position.
among: explains the position of Jesus brake the five loaves among five thousand peoples
b. Of: is preposition of possession.
of: explains how many baskets full of fragments took the disciples up
c. Up: is preposition of direction.
up: to show the baskets full of fragments took the disciples up
d. Unto: is preposition of reason or purpose.
unto: explains the purpose of the disciples said unto Jesus

Verse 22: And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him
to touch him.
Analysis:
a. To: is preposition of place or position.
to: explains the place of Jesus come to Bethsaida
to: shows a blind man besought Jesus to touch him
b. Unto: is preposition of reason or purpose.
unto: explains the reason or purpose of the people bring a blind man unto Jesus

Verse 23: And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had
spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought.
Analysis:
a. By: is preposition of method or manner.
by: to explain the method of Jesus took the blind man by His hand
b. Out, is preposition of direction.
out: means direction to out of the town
c. Of: is preposition of possession.
of: explains a blind man that Jesus led to out of the town
d. On: is preposition of time.
on: explains the time when Jesus had spit on a blind man eyes
e. Upon: is preposition of direction.
upon: to explain when Jesus put His hands upon the blind man



Verse 24: And he looked up, and said, | see men as trees, walking.
Analysis:
a. Up: is preposition of place or position.
up: to show position of the blind man when he looked up.

The Findings

After the data were collected, they were analyzed in order to know what types of prepositions are
used in the book of Mark and what types of preposition are the most dominantly used in the book of Mark
of the Holy Bible. After seeing the data, they are identified based on preposition of time, preposition of
place (position), preposition of manner (method), preposition of reason (purpose), preposition of
possession and preposition of direction.
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