REPORTING VERBS

Reporting verbs are used to report what someone said more accurately than using say & tell.

1. verb + infinitive
agree, decide, offer, promise, refuse, threaten
· They agreed to meet on Friday.

· He refused to take his coat off.

· verb + object + infinitive
advise, encourage, invite, remind, warn
· Tom advised me to go home early.

· She reminded me to telephone my mother.

· verb + gerund
deny, recommend, suggest
· They recommended taking the bus.

· She suggested meeting a little earlier.

· verb + object + preposition
accuse, blame, congratulate
· He accused me of taking the money.

· They congratulated me on passing all my exams.

· verb + preposition + gerund
apologise, insist
· They apologised for not coming.

· He insisted on having dinner.

· verb + subject + verb
admit, agree, decide, deny, explain, insist, promise, recommend, suggest
· Sarah decided (that) the house needed cleaning.

· They recommended (that) we take the bus.

Passive voice with reporting verbs

If we want to avoid mentioning the generalised agents we, they, people, everybody, one etc. with reporting verbs, we can use the following passive patterns:

1.it + passive reporting verb + that-clause

In this pattern, the generalised agent + active reporting verb is replaced with it + passive reporting verb:

Everybody knows that my grandfather likes red wine.

It is known that my grandfather likes red wine.

2.subject + passive reporting verb + to-infinitive

In this pattern we start with the subject of the reported clause, which is followed by the passive reporting verb and the to-infinitive form of the verb in the reported clause:

Everybody knows that my grandfather likes red wine.

My grandfather is known to like red wine.

The reporting verb (is known) is in the same tense as it was in the active sentence (knows). The type of to-infinitive we use (to like) corresponds to the temporal relationship between the action of reporting and the reported event. This temporal relationship can be of two basic types:

oThe reporting and the reported event happen simultaneously (as in the example above).

oThe reported event happens before the reporting.

The following table shows examples of reporting verbs which can be used with the patterns above:
Examples of reporting verbs used in the passive voice

	allege

assume

believe

claim

consider

declare
discover

estimate

expect

feel

find

intend

	know

observe

presume

prove

report

reveal
say

see

show

suppose

think

understand
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