Synonym Match

(Pany, Jenkins, and Schreck, 1982)

Background and Research Question
Teachers typically introduce vocabulary in reading selections by displaying the word, giving a definition, and then providing a sentence that highlights the word in context. Darlene Pany, Joseph R. Jenkins, and Janice Schreck compared this traditional procedure with two other approaches: (1) a strategy for deriving meanings from context and (2) a technique called “synonym match.” 

Results indicated that students learned and retained more words from synonym match instruction than from either providing meanings or deriving meanings. Average students learned some word synonyms under all conditions except the noninstructional control condition; students with learning disabilities required more direct instruction to produce any learning. Although vocabulary training was found to transfer to comprehension of single sentences, on two of three measures of passage comprehension no effects were observed that could be attributed to vocabulary instruction.
Translating Research Into Practice
Synonym match involved the following seven steps:

1. The student reads a word printed on an index card, and the teacher states a synonym and a sentence using the target word.

2. The student then repeats the target word and the synonym.

3. After four words are presented, the teacher reviews the words and then shuffles the cards.

4. The teacher then presents all four cards, one at a time.

5. One student reads the words and attempts to state their synonyms.

6. The procedure continues until the student has given the correct synonym for all target words on three consecutive trials.

7. The teacher repeats the process with the next student.
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