
Read the poem then complete the tasks. 

 

Alliteration 

Alliteration is a lot of repetition 

 It’s repeating a sound several times in a row  

Like Becky’s baby beagle barked and barked and barked and bayed 

 or Perry promised Paul he would play and play and play 

 Kim’s cute kids kept kidding around  

And Tommy Tuttleman took a trip out of town 

 Larry’s little lizard likes to leap and leap and leap 

 And Perry’s pretty parakeet peeped and peeped and peeped (peep peep, peep 

peep)  

Well, Dan’s dog Duke dug deep in the dirt  

While Wally Wonderman liked to work and work and work  

Sara’s seven sisters slept soundly on the ship  

And Bobby’s big brother thought he was so hip   

              (so hip, so hip)  

Tim took tons of tools to make some toys for tots 

 Carey cried and cried ‘cause his car wouldn’t start 

 Molly and Manny made many mistakes  

And Randal Robertson liked to rake and rake and rake 

 Alice’s aunt ate an apple a day 

 Bonnie’s baby burrow brayed and brayed and brayed 

 Good as gold, busy as a bee  

Right as rain, Krispy Kreme 

 

 



 

Alliteration – Literacy Task 

Look at this sentence: Silly Sara slipped on a spicy sausage. What do you notice? Look at the 

words, nearly all the words start with the letter ‘S’. This is called alliteration. 

Task One  

Here is a list of animals, you must think of a name that starts with the same letter as that of 

the animal. For example: Tommy Turtle  

  

Task Two  

Here are some sentences to copy and complete. Can you choose a word so the sentence 

makes sense and continues to show alliteration. For example: Tommy Turtle tripped Tony. 

1. Peter Panther ............................................................... poor Paul. 

2. Naughty Nick ................................................................ Nasty Ned. 

3. Groovy Gareth .............................................................. Giddy Graham.  

4. Frisky Fox .............................. flat on his……………………………… ......... . 

5. Cool Carl ............ ………………..for ............................................... Chris. 

Now do 5 of your own sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1…………………………………………………frog 5…………………………………………………….lion 

2…………………………………………………monkey 6…………………………………………………….wasp 

3…………………………………………………rabbit 7……………………………………………………..bear 

4………………………………………………….duck 8……………………………………………………bird 
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Flip this sheet over and ask 
someone to test you.cover me

1st Try 2nd Try

stubborn

syrup

convince

vocabulary

yeast

believe

affection

realise

destroy

envelope

Make sure you use -ise 
in words like realise, criticise, 

apologise, compromise.

Careful! Some words 
ending in -ise are spelt -ize 

in American English.

These words are misspelt. Spot what’s wrong and write the correct spelling beneath:A
vocabb la ry

Make three short sentences using words from the list above, each ending in these 
punctuation marks:B

.

!

s i ruppd i s t roya fec shun

stubborn     syrup     convince     vocabulary     yeast
believe     affection     realise     destroy     envelope

This week’s words

You could try these too symptom     province      burglary     immunise      destruction

?
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The legends of Ancient Greece are amongst the oldest stories in Western 
literature. They tell of the gods worshipped by the Ancient Greeks, and of the heroes 
who battled against treacherous monsters and spirits. Pictures depicting scenes from 
myths have been found by archaeologists on pottery made as far back as the eighth 
century BC. During the centuries that followed, Ancient Greek poets such as Homer 
and Hesiod composed long, ‘epic’ poems that included many of the older myths and 
legends, woven together into a series of linked stories. These poems were designed 
to be performed orally – like a play – but they were also written down on sheets 
of papyrus (a thick paper made from the dried pith from the papyrus plant). Before 
the invention of books, these were rolled up into scrolls. The original would then 
have been copied, by hand, many times. Remarkably, some of these scrolls still exist, 
having been preserved for several thousand years.

  There are many stories from this time, and often they overlap or contradict each 
other. They have also been rewritten time and again, having first been translated 
from the original Ancient Greek. To become an expert on the myths can therefore 
be a lifetime’s work. To simplify the research, some historians group the stories into 
three main categories or periods: The Age of Gods (stories that explain the origins of 
the gods and our Earth), The Age of Gods and Mortals (where the gods started to 
control, or meddle with, the lives of humans); and The Age of Heroes (stories of god-
like heroes who battled with monsters and achieved incredible feats).

  The myths from The Age of Gods are the stories explaining how the world 
began and the origins of the gods. They describe how at first there was nothing, 
but out of this void emerged the Earth, love, darkness, night and the abyss (a hell-
like place between Earth and Hell where the wicked were sent). The sky, mountains, 
sea and storms then came from the Earth. The concepts of Heaven and daytime 
followed, along with many aspects of emotional life such as dreams, blame, 
affection, sleep and distress. 

  Next, the Earth and the sky gave birth to twelve Titans (six male gods and six 
female goddesses) along with a host of other mythical creatures such as giants and 
cyclops (one-eyed monsters). The Titans were often jealous and fearful of each other: 

CO M P R E H E N S I O N 2Myths of Ancient Greece KE
Y 

ST
AG

E

Y E A R  6



PA G E  2  O F  2

some of their legends tell of their horrible deeds. One of the most important stories 
tells of the youngest Titan, Cronus, who was terrified of being one day usurped by 
a more powerful son. His solution was to eat all of his babies until his wife finally 
hid one, called Zeus. Zeus took revenge on his father by poisoning him; Cronus then 
vomited up all the children he had eaten. Zeus did indeed go on to overthrow his 
father, defeating him and the other Titans and sending them all to the abyss.

  Zeus, together with his brothers and sisters and their children, then ruled over 
mankind from Mount Olympus. This is The Age of Gods and Mortals. The twelve 
gods that lived on Mount Olympus are the well-known Greek gods whom school 
children learn about. Each had a special area of responsibility or power. Zeus was 
the king of the gods and was god of the sky, lightning and thunder. Hera was 
goddess of marriage and family. Other gods controlled the sea (Poseidon), love 
and beauty (Aphrodite) and wisdom and literature (Athena). Sometimes, these tales 
explain how things on Earth came about – such as the story of how fire was stolen 
from the gods and given to humankind. Other stories introduced half-god, half-
human children – often with magical powers. These characters, or their children, 
feature in later tales from The Age of Heroes. These are exciting stories describing 
how individuals such as Perseus, Hercules and Theseus overcame monsters like the 
Minotaur and Medusa.

  By this time, however, the Ancient Greek Empire was in decline, losing power 
to the emerging influence of the Roman Empire. Yet the Romans adopted numerous 
ideas from the Greeks, including many of the Greek gods; for example, Zeus became 
the Roman god, Jupiter. The Greek goddess Hera was known as Juno. Similarly, 
Aphrodite became the Roman goddess of love, Venus. To complicate matters, a new 
religion was also emerging at this time – Christianity. Towards the end of Roman 
rule, the many gods had been reduced to one all-powerful God, as Christianity 
became the official religion of the Empire. From then onwards, the gods of Ancient 
Greece were merely studied, not believed in or worshipped. Even so, nearly 3000 
years after their creation, these tales of controlling gods and super-human heroes 
continue to fascinate.
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4 Each of the gods on Mount Olympus 
had special areas of power. Which of 
these are correct? 
Tick more than one.

£ Hera was goddess of love.

£
Zeus was god of lightning and 
thunder.

£ Theseus was god of literature.

£ Athena was goddess of wisdom.

£ Poseidon was god of the sea.

5 Cronus 'was terrified of being one day 
usurped by a more powerful son.' Which of 
these words means the same as usurped, in 
this context? 
Tick one.

£ rejected

£ murdered

£ abused

£ supplanted

6 Which of these are names of Roman 
gods and goddesses? 
Tick more than one.

£ Venus

£ Hera

£ Aphrodite

£ Jupiter

£ Zeus

£ Juno

2KEY STAGE

Y E A R  6Myths of Ancient Greece
COMPREHENSION    SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

1 How do we know the approximate age of 
Ancient Greek myths? 
Tick more than one.

£
Scenes were found painted on ancient 
pottery. 

£
Hesiod's diaries were discovered with 
details of the older stories.

£
Epic poems were found written on 
papyrus scrolls.

£ Recordings of oral plays were found.

2 According to the text, which of these 
factors make it difficult to be an expert 
on Greek myths? 
Tick more than one.

£
The stories concern gods rather 
than humans.

£
The stories have been translated 
then rewritten many times.

£
The stories were originally written 
in many languages.

£ Many stories contradict each other.

3 The Age of Gods myths tell how the world 
began. 
Number these things 1-5 to show the order 
they were created, starting with the earliest.

mountains

Titans

love

daytime

dreams
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8 The statements below summarise the contents of the text's paragraphs. Number them to show  
the order that the paragraphs appear in the text.

The Age of Gods – the 12 Titans

Grouping the myths

How the myths have been preserved for thousands of years

Romans and Christianity

The Age of Gods and Mortals and The Age of Heroes

The Age of Gods – how the world began
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7 Why did people stop worshipping the Ancient Greek and Roman gods?
Tick one.

£ People thought the gods and their stories had become outdated.

£ Christianity became the dominant religion.

£ The Romans didn't believe in any gods and outlawed religion.

£ The gods and goddesses argued too much and the stories were too violent.
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4 Each of the gods on Mount Olympus 
had special areas of power. Which of 
these are correct? 
Tick more than one.

£ Hera was goddess of love.

n
Zeus was god of lightning and 
thunder.

£ Theseus was god of literature.

n Athena was goddess of wisdom.

n Poseidon was god of the sea.

5 Cronus 'was terrified of being one day 
usurped by a more powerful son.' Which of 
these words means the same as usurped, in 
this context? 
Tick one.

£ rejected

£ murdered

£ abused

n supplanted

6 Which of these are names of Roman 
gods and goddesses? 
Tick more than one.

n Venus

£ Hera

£ Aphrodite

n Jupiter

£ Zeus

n Juno

2KEY STAGE

Y E A R  6Myths of Ancient Greece
COMPREHENSION    ANSWER SHEET

1 How do we know the approximate age of 
Ancient Greek myths? 
Tick more than one.

n
Scenes were found painted on ancient 
pottery. 

£
Hesiod's diaries were discovered with 
details of the older stories.

n
Epic poems were found written on 
papyrus scrolls.

£ Recordings of oral plays were found.

2 According to the text, which of these 
factors make it difficult to be an expert 
on Greek myths? 
Tick more than one.

£
The stories concern gods rather 
than humans.

n
The stories have been translated 
then rewritten many times.

£
The stories were originally written 
in many languages.

n Many stories contradict each other.

3 The Age of Gods myths tell how the world 
began. 
Number these things 1-5 to show the order 
they were created, starting with the earliest.

2 mountains

5 Titans

1 love

3 daytime

4 dreams
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8 The statements below summarise the contents of the text's paragraphs. Number them to show  
the order that the paragraphs appear in the text.

4 The Age of Gods – the 12 Titans

2 Grouping the myths

1 How the myths have been preserved for thousands of years

6 Romans and Christianity

5 The Age of Gods and Mortals and The Age of Heroes

3 The Age of Gods – how the world began
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7 Why did people stop worshipping the Ancient Greek and Roman gods?
Tick one.

£ People thought the gods and their stories had become outdated.

n Christianity became the dominant religion.

£ The Romans didn't believe in any gods and outlawed religion.

£ The gods and goddesses argued too much and the stories were too violent.






