
ALLITERATION

Alliteration is a literary device that reflects repetition
in two or more nearby words of initial consonant
sounds. Alliteration does not refer to the repetition of
consonant letters that begin words, but rather the
repetition of the consonant sound at the beginning of
words. For example, the phrase “kids’ coats” is
alliterative; though the words begin with different
consonant letters, they produce the same consonant
sounds. Similarly, the phrase “phony people” is not
alliterative; though both words begin with the same
consonant, the initial consonant sounds are different.
In addition, for alliteration to be effective, alliterative
words should flow in quick succession. If there are
too many non-alliterative words in between, then the
literary device is not purposeful.

For example, alliterative “tongue twisters” are useful
for encouraging language learners, generally
children, to hear the similar sound repeated at the
beginning of several words. A well known alliterative
tongue twister is: Peter Piper picked a peck of
pickled peppers. A peck of pickled peppers Peter



Piper picked. However, though alliterative tongue
twisters are associated with children, they are useful
for practicing and improving pronunciation, fluency,
and articulation. They are often utilized by actors,
politicians, and public speakers for verbal exercises
in clarity of speaking.

Common Examples of Alliteration in Everyday Life:-
People use alliterative phrases frequently in
everyday conversation. These phrases can
sometimes sound cliché; however, they are effective
in expressing both broad and familiar meaning. Here
are some examples of alliteration in everyday
speech:

● rocky road
● big business
● kissing cousins
● jumping jacks
● no nonsense
● tough talk
● quick question
● money matters
● picture perfect



● high heaven


