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The Writing on the Wall
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Alliteration, assonance, and consonance are devices that the poet uses to play with the sounds you hear when you read or listen to poetry. All of them use the repetition of certain sounds. They create a musical feeling for the poem that makes it memorable.

Alliteration: This is the repetition of the consonant sounds at beginnings of words, usually formed by repeating the first letter of the word in each following word.

Example: The statue stared across the empty field. 

Assonance: This is the repetition of vowel sounds in words grouped together. Look for the same vowel or vowels in words that are close to each other.

Example: We saw the eagle rise high into the violet clouds. 

Consonance: This is the repetition of internal or ending consonant sounds in words that are close to each other.
Example: It was only a hop, a skip, and a jump away. 

Directions: Read these lines from the poem “Queen Alice.” Then, answer each question below. Multiple-choice items may have more than one correct answer.
Fill up the glasses as quick as you can,

And sprinkle the table with buttons and bran:

Put cats in the coffee, and mice in the tea—

And welcome Queen Alice with thirty-times-three! 


1.
If you repeat the words can and bran, what sounds do you hear in both words that sound the same? This is an example of      

 FORMTEXT 
     .
A. alliteration
B. consonance
C. assonance


2.
If you repeat the words cats and coffee, what consonant sounds do you hear in the beginning of both words that are the same in each word? This is an example of      

 FORMTEXT 
     .
A. alliteration
B. consonance
C. assonance



3.
If you repeat the words live, like, and lie, what sounds do you hear in the words? This is an example of      

 FORMTEXT 
     .
A. alliteration
B. consonance
C. assonance
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