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 POETIC LANGUAGE
Avarice | The Good Life | Money

Yusef Komunyakaa | Tracy K. Smith | Reginald Gibbons

Poets use sound devices to make sound effects with words. Sound devices help draw attention to words and create the musical feeling of a poem.

Alliteration is repeated consonant sounds at the beginning of words, as in salty sea spray.

Consonance is repeated final consonant sounds in stressed syllables with different vowel sounds, as in hat and sit.


A.
Directions: Write the letter of the correct answer in the space provided.


1.
          Which pair of words from “Avarice” is an example of alliteration?




A. twelve and times

C. christening and gown



B. sheet and cork

D. Prince and Albert

2.
          Which pair of words from “The Good Life” is an example of consonance?



A. mysterious and lover
C. woman and journeying


B. went and out

D. coffee and bread


3.
          Which pair of words from “Avarice” is an example of consonance?



A. spidery and crawlspace
C. eight and engagement


B. buried and beneath
D. Junebugs and pinned


4.
             Which pair of words from “Money” is an example of alliteration?



A. desperate and guile
C. school and supplies


B. weeding and sewing
D. weaving and baskets

B.
Directions: Read these lines from “The Good Life.” Then, write the letter of the 

correct answer.



“For the years I lived on coffee and bread,



Hungry all the time, walking to work on payday”



          The sounds of the words walking and work are an example of



A. alliteration

B. consonance
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