Ms. Preciado

English 12

Beowulf

Alliteration
Alliteration is the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words. Poets and writers use alliteration to add emphasis and rhythm to a text. Alliteration can heighten an image, a mood, or an idea in a poem.

Find examples of alliteration in the Beowulf excerpts. Work with a partner to figure out what is emphasized byu the alliteration. One example has been done for you.
	Alliteration
	Image, Mood, Idea Emphasized

	(216 – 217) Of ale, sworn to stay after dark/And stem that horror with a sweep of their swords.

	The s sound gives a sense of action, and the st of stay and stem emphasizes forcefulness and determination.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


