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One prominent member of the class of figurative language is the idiom.  Figurative language, including metaphor, sarcasm, and exaggeration, differs from literal language in that it’s words connote an extra layer of meaning.  These words add richness, complexity, and sometimes confusion to a language.

Idioms change rapidly.  They typically serve social cohesiveness functions within groups.  Young people may not use the idiom “Its raining cats and dogs” while people of earlier generations may not say, “hold on”.  Typical lists of idioms used by speech and language pathologists don’t begin to scratch the surface of the amount of idioms actually used in everyday language.  Several idiom dictionaries claim to contain at least 4,000 idioms. More detailed information on idioms is abundant in language texts, libraries, and on the internet.  Some idioms are comprehended during late preschool.  (Abkarian, Jones, and West, 1992).  Idioms are sometimes learned solely as concrete blocks of expression as has been traditionally thought, and also sometimes by breaking down and understanding the constituent parts of the idiomatic expression (Nippold, 1998).

Phrasal verbs are idiomatic, defined as a two word combination with a verb that isn’t necessarily understood by understanding the constituent parts, e.g. catch up, hold on, work into, show up, run into, quiet down, take over, show off, etc.  Tests that assess for idioms include the CASL and the OWLS tests.
Prerequisites:  comprehension of two word (or two syllable) utterances
figure out, what’s up, all the time, feel up to, go through with, hand-me-down, hang in there, in charge, keep an eye on, last straw, let it rip, never mind, on top of, out of place, put up with, all mixed up, driving me crazy, rub it in, sick and tired, make something up, make believe, hold on, up to you, out of the blue, check it out, watch out, pass up, tire out, catch up, get away with, wrap it up, show off, etc.
wait a minute, hand it to her, wrapped up in, foot in the door, turn the other cheek, skating on thin ice, blow off some steam, by the book, let your hair down, put your foot down, run out of steam, down the drain, end of your rope, go to your head, gung-ho, needle in a haystack, off the top of my head, on the dot, play with fire, beat around the bush, butterflies in my stomach, a long fuse, down in the dumps, eyes on the board, take it easy, do the trick, piece of mind, off the wall, out of shape, have a clue, come across, a sure thing, out of luck, get ahead of, get by with, live up to, talk back to, make up for, back out of, fall back on, do without, talk over, etc.
your eyes are bigger than your stomach, fit to be tied, get off the ground, go through the motions, have a soft spot, jump through a hoop, read between the lines, sing a different tune, put our heads together, spread it on thick, wave a white flag, go without saying, paint yourself into a corner, roll out the red carpet, turn over a new leaf, sick as a dog, make up for, pull through, drop in on, etc.
