PAGE  
2

Elementary Lesson Plan (Group Investigation): What’s in a Biography?

Grade: 5

Objective

Students will be able to identify the characteristics of a good biography.

Students will be able to produce a biography that meets the characteristics of a good biography.

Standards

State Language Arts Standards

The student will identify the characteristics of biographies and autobiographies.

The student will present an oral report.

The student will use strategies to read a variety of printed materials.

The student will demonstrate comprehension of a variety of print materials.

The student will write across content areas.

State Technology Standards

The student will communicate through application software.

The student will use technology for research.

Procedures

Clarify Goals and Establish Set

Tell students that the goal of the project is to define and use the characteristics of a biography. At the same time they will learn about a famous American historical figure. Describe the project: Students will work in groups. Each group will choose and research a famous American. Each group will keep a biography planner in which to record and organize their research according to the characteristics of a biography. They can use print resources and the Internet for their research. Each group will create a Biography Slide Show on their famous American and present it to the class. Each individual will write a biographical report. Tell students they will receive a group grade for their slide show and an individual grade for their report. They will be graded on the extent to which the products exemplify the characteristics of a biography, accuracy of information, and quality of writing.

Present Information

Present the characteristics of biographies. Ask students for examples. Remind students that their wok will be assessed on these characteristics.

Organize Students into Learning Teams

Organize groups: Have students generate a list of famous American historical figures they would like to study and write about. From the list, have students form themselves into groups of 4–6 depending on whom they would like to study.

Assist Team Work and Study

Have groups meet to organize their biography planner according to the characteristics of a biography and design a work and responsibilities plan. When the planner and work plan are approved, the teacher goes over the rubric with the students and they begin their research.

Research activities continue for 2–3 days. Each daily session begins with a short whole-group discussion of what the students are learning about the characteristics of biographies. Each daily session ends with a short whole-group discussion of how group work is proceeding.

While doing research, students record information on their biography planner. Each day they check their work plan to see how they are doing. The teacher monitors and assists the groups. On the 3rd and 4th days, students then plan and create their Biography Slide Show using either Kid Pix or PowerPoint. The teacher continues to assist and monitor. Students begin writing their biographical reports as homework, using a copy of their group's biography planner.

Test Groups on the Material and Provide Recognition

On the 5th day, each group presents its Slide Show to the rest of the class. Other students comment on the extent to which the Slide Show addressed the characteristics of a biography.

Individual reports are due the following day.

Assessment

Groups will be assessed on their Biography Slide Show using a rubric based on characteristics of biographies, accuracy of content, and clarity of presentation.

Individuals will be assessed on their written biographical reports using a rubric based on characteristics of biographies, accuracy of information, and quality of written expression.

Group work will be assessed by self, peers, and teacher using a rubric that addresses contribution to group goals and interpersonal skills.

Differentiation

The teacher will assist group members in creating an appropriate work plan with responsibilities appropriate to students' strengths and abilities. This is particularly important, because the groups were formed by interest, not ability levels and social skills. The teacher will monitor group progress and help groups adjust as needed.

Individual students with writing difficulties will have their report assessed on a modified rubric.

Source: Adapted from a lesson plan by Kea Cosgrove-Grogan, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA/Randolph Elementary School, Arlington, VA, 2002.
