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ENGLISH IDIOMS
1. A dead duck
A failure (something is a failure)
2. A hard or tough nut to crack
Hard to find the solution or difficult person  

3. A little knowledge is a dangerous thing. 
Incomplete knowledge can embarrass can harm someone or something
4. A leap in the dark

An act whose consequences cannot be predicted 
5. All hell broke loose

There is chaos, confusion and trouble
6. An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. 
Punishment should be equal the offense

7. Arm in arm.                         Closely allied
8. As cool as a cucumber 
Calm and not agitated
9. As high as a kite

Very high (as drunk or high) 
10. As innocent as a lamb

Guiltless, naive
11. At the drop of a hat

Immediately and without urging
12. Back to the drawing board

Time to start over again
13. Bang one’s head over a brick wall

To waste one’s time trying to accomplish something that is completely hopeless

14. Bark up the wrong tree

To make the wrong choice; to ask the wrong person
15.  Fair and Square (won)
They follow the rules and win conclusively 
16. Fly off the handle

To lose one’s temper
17. Food for thought
Something to think about 
18. Hold your horses!

Doing something too fast and you need to slow down
19. If the shoe fits, wear it

You should pay attention to   something if it applies to you 

20. In a nut shell

A concise summary
21. In deep water

In a dangerous or vulnerable situation
22. In the flesh

In person
23. Like a bat out of hell

With great speed and force
24. Like a sitting duck

Unguarded, Unaware, Unsuspecting; vulnerable to attack, physical or verbal 
25. Live in an ivory tower

To be aloof from the realities of living
26. Lose face
To lose status; to become less respectable
27. Meet someone half way

To offer to compromise with someone
28. Mend (one’s) fences

To restore good relations (with someone)
29. Miss the point

To fail to understand the point, purpose or intent 
30. No use crying over spilt milk

Getting upset after something has gone wrong is pointless
31. Not born yesterday

Experienced; knowledgeable in the ways of the world
32. Not have a leg to stand on
(For an argument or a case) to have no support
33. Off base

Unrealistic; inexact, wrong
34. Once in a blue moon

It happens very rarely
35. One’s number is up 

One’s time to die or to suffer some other unpleasantness 
36. Over my dead body!

You will do everything you can to prevent it 
37. See the light at the end of the tunnel

To foresee an end to one’s problems after a long period of time.  
38. Slip of the tongue

Where something that a speaker did not mean to say is said. 
39. Spill the beans

To reveal a secret
40. Take the bitter with the sweat

To accept the bad things along with the good
41. Take the bull by the horn

To tackle a problem directly without worrying about the risks involved
42. That’s the way the cookie crumbles

Things don’t always turn out the way we want
43. The ball is in your court

It is up to you to decide
44. The sky’s the limit

There is no limit to the possibility of success or progress for someone or something 
45. The whole ball of wax

Everything 
46. To be a horse of a different color

Another matter all together
47. To be the scape goat

Someone who is made to take the blame for what someone else has done
48. To miss the mark 
      To fail to reach the result that  was intended




49. To test the waters

To experiment to see how successful or acceptable something is before implementing it
50. To rack one’s brain

To think very hard in trying to remember something
51. Under the weather

Ill, sick
52. Up in the air

Undecided; uncertain
53. Walk a tight rope
To be in a situation where one must be very careful 
54. Wear more than one hat
To have more than one set of responsibilities 
55. Where there is smoke there is fire
Some evidence of a problem probably indicates that there really is a problem
56. Wild goose chase 
A worthless hunt or chase; a futile pursuit 
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