Mrs. Luciano — English 1A

Examples of Irony in "The Cask of Amontillado"

Directions: Each example of irony is in chronological order. Explain each question relating to
the quotation and explain how it is an example of verbal, situational, or dramatic irony.

Example of Irony with Quote

How is quote ironic? Contribute fo the plot?

At the beginning of the story,
Montresor says, "The thousand injuries
of Fortunato I had borne as I best
could.." (209)

How is Fortunato's hame an example of situational
irony?

Montresor's behavior tfoward

Fortunato is described as follows: "It
must be understood that neither by
word nor deed had I given Fortunato
cause to doubt my good will. I continued
as was my wont, to smile in his face, and
he did not perceive that my smile now
was at the thought of his immolation"
(209).

How is Montresor's behavior an example of dramatic
irony?

Montresor encounters Fortunato, saying
"It was about dusk, one evening during
the supreme madness of the carnival
season, that I encountered my friend"
(209).

How is Montresor using verbal irony here?

Montresor's first words to
Fortunato are "My dear Fortunato, you
are luckily met" (210).

How are Montresor's words to Fortunato verbal
irony?
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Montresor says things such as "As you
are engaged, I am on my way to Luchesi”
and "My friend, no. I will not impose
upon your good nature. I perceive you
have an engagement. Luchesi” (210).

How do Montresor's words represent verbal irony?

Montresor pretends to be worried about
Fortunato's cough, but Fortunato
exclaims, "I will not die of a cough."
Montresor responds, "true" (211)

How does this conversation represent both verbal &
dramatic irony?

Montresor then offers Fortunato "A
draft of..Medoc,"” which is a red
Bordeaux wine, that Montressor says
"will defend us from the damps” (211).

How is this an example of dramatic, verbal, or
situational irony?

Montressor then drinks to Fortunato's
"long life" (211).

How is this comment an example of verbal irony?

When Fortunato asks Montressor about
his family's coat of arms and its motto,
Montressor’'s answer is that it
translates to "Nobody provokes me with
impunity” (211).

How is the translation of Montresor's motto
dramatic irony?
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As Montressor leads Fortunato through
the catacombs, Montressor explains
that they are passing “through walls of
piled bones"” (211).

How is this dramatic irony?

The conversation regarding the
Masons at the end of p. 211 and the
beginning of p. 212

How is this verbal or situational irony?

After Montresor mentions Luchesi
again, Fortunato responds by saying, "He
is an ignoramus” (212).

How is the word "ignoramus” an example of verbal
irony here?

Montresor's reaction to the crime he
commits is described as follows: "My
heart grew sick -- on account of the
dampness of the catacombs" (214).

How is Montresor's comment an example of verbal
or situation irony?




