Name: __________________________

Figurative Language Graphic Organizer
“The War After the War”
Directions: As you read the poem, look for examples of figurative language. Make note of these examples on the graphic organizer. Be sure to cite each example found in the poem—focus on examples of simile, metaphor, imagery, and personification. 

	Example of Figurative Language
	Type of Figurative Language
	Meaning of Figurative Language
	How the Figurative Language Impacts Meaning or Tone

	toy airplanes droned over quilted fields
(line 6)
	Imagery 
	The airplanes are flying over crops, which look a patchwork quilt.
	The airplanes on the television seem like toys. This is not scary to the child, it is something familiar.

	Bouquets of jellyfish fell: parachutes abloom, gray toy soldiers drifting together, drifting apart (lines 7-8)
	Imagery and Metaphor
	The paratroopers jump from the planes and then their parachutes open as they drift through the sky. 
	It creates a more innocent image; very childlike.

	The tv was an aquarium… burst into flame when they hit bottom (lines 10-12)
	Metaphor
	It makes it seem like the “fish” (which are actually bombs) are not really dangerous.
	It creates a more innocent image; very childlike.

	A dollhouse surrendered a wall
 (line 13)
	Personification
	The buildings are collapsing due to the bombs.
	The “dollhouse” makes it seem like it is all a game.

	Furniture hung onto wallpaper for dear life
(line 14)
	Personification
	The items in the houses seem to try to stay in place, like they are alive and “clinging for dear life” when the bombs hit them. 
	It creates a desperate feeling.

	in the crumble of what had been a street… filling a baby carriage
(lines 15-16)
	Imagery
	An image of rubble and debris and destruction
	This shows the results of the war that even the child can understand.

	fought the Battle of Bedtime, bath by bath
(line 22)
	Metaphor
	The children are fighting about going to bed.
	Very childlike-- The only version of “war” she has seen is the kind where her siblings resist going to bed. 

	in the living room... from helmet to boot (lines 23-28)


	Imagery and Personification
	The toys are creating an image of war and are described like real combatants. 
	This shows the parallel of lingering innocence and developing maturity of a growing child.

	a coil of white rope slung over his arm like a mint Lifesaver, tried to help 

(lines 29-30)
	Simile and Personification
	The toy fireman’s rope is perhaps the color of a mint Lifesaver, and might also be coiled in a circle, like the roundness of a Lifesaver candy. She describes the fireman toy as if it were alive, trying to help the other figures around it who have been “injured” or “killed” in whatever make believe battle has taken place.
	This also shows the parallel of lingering innocence and developing maturity of a growing child.

	A few inches of ladder… and waited to trip my mother
(lines 31-36)
	Imagery and Personification
	The toy soldier is described as “pickle green.” The toy fireman’s ladder is described as if it were alive “crawling under a cushion and looking for crumbs.” The plastic toy foxhole is also described as if it were alive digging into no man’s land (a term from World War II), and “waiting to trip my mother.” 
	This also shows the parallel of lingering innocence and developing maturity of a growing child.

	In the theater...glow (lines 37-40)


	Imagery and metaphor
	It is a description of the movie theater as people look at their lit up cell phones before the movie begins. The cell phone screens are described as if they were a “constellation of postage stamps.” 
	This describes the everyday world and also reveals the passage of time with the reference of cell phones being used (compared to the beginning of the poem when the television screen was described as the size of a small dinner plate—the size of many televisions in the 1950s).  

	Village...horizon 
(lines 50-55)


	Imagery
	This is a description of the war torn territories that she sees on the movie she is watching at the theater. 
	It is a contrast of the everyday world in which she lives to the harsh realities of war.

	in pencil, in tiny hurried script (line 67)
	Imagery and metaphor
	A description of the log her father kept
	This describes the possibly fleeting life of a soldier.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


