Figurative Language 

Idiom, Alliteration, Hyperbole, and Onomatopoeia


Name: ___________________________


Directions: Read the poem carefully.  Use the poem to answer questions 1 and 2.

Sally Snookers, Sourpuss

by James Proimos

Sally Snookers may be a sourpuss,   (1)

but the same could happen to you    (2)

if you also suck on a lemon              (3)

‘cause your brother dares you to.     (4)

1) Which line in this poem shows an example of alliteration?

a) Line 1


b) Line 2


c) Line 3


d) Line 4
2) What letter is being repeated in this poem?

a) The letter B is being repeated. 



b) The letter H is being repeated.

c) The letter S is being repeated.



d) The letter D is being repeated.
Directions: Read the poem carefully.  Use the poem to answer questions 3.

An excerpt from The Peace Process

by James Priomos

Hey, I’m a believer in nonviolence,   (1)

but this must be simply put,               (2)

I’ll have to knock you silly                (3)

 If you don’t get off my foot.            (4)

3) Which line in this poem contains an idiom?

a) Line 1

b) Line 2 

c) Line 3

d) Line 4
4) What does it mean if someone says, “Hang in there!”?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

5) Draw a picture showing:  “I want all eyes of me!”


Directions: Read the poem carefully.  Use the poem to answer questions 6.

Sidewalking

by Shel Silverstein

They say if you step on a crack,

You will break your mother’s back.

But that’s just silly, ha – ha – ha –

Oops – Plop – Sorry, Ma.

6) Which of the following is an example of onomatopoeia in this poem?

a) oops



b) plop
c) crack


d) Ma
Directions: Read the poem carefully.  Use the poem to answer questions 7.

My Sneaky Cousin

by Shel Silverstein

She put on her clothes, 

Then thought she’d get  

A free bath here    

At the launderette. 

So round she goes now,

Flippity – Flappy,

Lookin’ clean – 

But not too happy.

7) The author uses the onomatopoeia, flippity – flappy,  to show
a) the way the girl’s clothes sounded in the washing machine.

b) the way it sounded when the girl walked.

c) the way the girl sounded spinning in the washing machine.

d) the way it sounded as the girl threw her clothes in the machine.

Directions: Read the poem carefully.  Use the poem to answer questions 8, 9 and 10.

Screamin’ Millie

by Shel Silverstein

Millie McDeevit screamed a scream

So loud it made her eyebrows steam.

She screamed so loud her jawbone broke,

Her tongue caught of fire, her nostrils smoked,

Her eyeballs boiled and then popped out,

Her ears flew north, her nose went south,

Her teeth flew out, her voice was wrecked,

Her head went sailing off her neck – 

Over the hillside, ‘cross the stream,

Into the skies it chased the scream.

And that’s what happened to Millie McDeevit 

(At least I hope all you screamers believe it).

8) Identify one example of hyperbole in this poem.  Write it on the line below.

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.

9) Identify another hyperbole in this poem. Write it on the line below.

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.

10)  What is the author exaggerating about in this poem?

a) Millie McDeevit’s large jawbone

b) Millie McDeevit’s breathe
c) Millie McDeevit’s singing 

d) Millie NcDeevit’s loud scream
The way it sounds like it means.





The idiom’s actual meaning.








