Hot List - Figurative Language 

Euphemism  (YOO-fuh-mizm – noun)
Definition: A polite or vague word or phrase used to replace another word or phrase that is thought of as too direct or rude.

Examples: The room where the toilet is: washroom, bathroom, powder room

Foreshadowing [challenge]
Definition: a narrative device that hints at coming events.  Because foreshadowing is used to create suspense, if it is too obvious it can spoil the surprise.

Hyperbole  (hi-PER-buh-lee – aka: overstatement, exaggeration)

Definition: the use of exaggeration for emphasis, not meant to be taken literally.  Hyperbole loses its effect if used too often.

Examples: She cried a flood of tears.  The man was as wide as a mountain.

Metaphor  (MET-uh-for – noun)
Definition: a figure of speech that compares unlike things by saying that one thing is the other. [No “like” or “as”]

Examples: She was a flower.  The boy was a snake.

Onomatopoeia  (On-uh-mat-uh-PEE-uh – aka: echoism)

Definition: the use of a word or words formed by imitating the sound of the thing represented, where the sound suggests the meaning.

Examples: crash, bang, meow, slurp, hiss, crunch, splash, buzz

Personification  (pers-on-uh-fih-KAY-shun)
Definition: the representation of a thing (animal, plant, force of nature, etc.) or abstraction (love, hate, chastity, etc.) as a person, or the giving of human attributes to animals, abstractions, or other things.
Examples: The wind whispered to the girl as she passed by.

Simile  (SIM-uh-lee – noun)
Definition: a figure of speech that, like metaphor, compares unlike things in order to describe something.  However, similes do not state that something is another thing, rather, they compare using the words “like” or “as.”

Example: The truck was as big as Jupiter.  

Alliteration  (uh-LIT-uh-ray-shun – noun)
Definition: True alliteration is the repetition of initial sounds in two or more words (usually nearby words). 

Examples: Find me fifteen friendly fireflies.  All my aunts have gone away.

Idiom
Definition: a combination of words that has a meaning that is different from the meanings of the individual words themselves.

Examples: You are the apple of my eye.  Break a leg!  She got up on the wrong side of the bed.
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