Figurative Language 


Place in KEEPERS!
Alliteration - The repetition of the same initial letter, sound, or group of sounds in a series of words. Alliteration includes tongue twisters. 
Example: She sells seashells by the seashore. 

Allusion A reference in a work of literature to something outside the work, especially to a well-known historical or literary event, person, or work. 
Example: When journalist sat down for the interview, she had no idea she was about to open Pandora ’s Box. 

Hyperbole - An exaggeration that is so dramatic that no one would believe the statement is true. Tall tales are hyperboles. 
Example: I’m so hungry I could eat a horse. 

Idiom - An idiom is an expression that has a meaning apart from the meanings of its individual words. It’s not meant to be taken literally. 
Example: It’s raining cats and dogs.
Metaphor - The metaphor makes a direct comparison between two unlike things. A simile would say you are like something; a metaphor is more positive - it says you are something. 

Example: Her eyes are stars shining in the sky.

Extended Metaphor – In an extended metaphor, the metaphor is carried over many sentences or lines.

Onomatopoeia – The use of a word to describe or imitate a natural sound or the sound made by an object or an action. 

Example: snap, crackle, pop.
Oxymoron – When something is described using contradictory terms.

Example: jumbo shrimp; definite maybe; deafening silence.

Personification - A figure of speech in which human characteristics are given
to an animal or an object. 
Example: My teddy bear gave me a hug.
Repetition - When a specific word, phrase, or structure is repeated several times, usually in close proximity, to emphasize a particular idea.
Example: from Martin Luther King Jr.’s  “I Have a Dream” speech – 

Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York.

Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!

Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado!

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous peaks of California!

But not only that, let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia!

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee!

Let freedom ring from every hill and every molehill of Mississippi.

Simile - A simile uses the words “like” or “as” to compare one object or idea with another to suggest they are alike. 

Example: She is busy as a bee.
Symbolism - A symbol is an object, color, person, character or figure used to represent abstract ideas. A symbol, unlike a motif, must be visible. Symbols exist all around us in “real” life, like a heart (() used to represent “love”.
Examples: Cars are symbolic in The Outsiders. They represent the social mobility the Soc’s have that the Greasers don’t.
