Figurative Language Stories #3


Task A: Identify Figurative Language

Dad’s Barbecue
Find, underline, and label each instance of figurative language

in the paragraph. Check it on the list as you go. You should find:
____ simile 


 ____ personification (2)
 ____ idiom

____ metaphor

 ____ 
alliteration 

 ____ allusion

____ hyperbole (2)
 
 ____ onomatopoeia 
As Mom pulled the car into the driveway, I stepped out and heard the sizzle of barbecue. I walked towards the backyard and smelled the delicious scent of grilled chicken. The sun was getting ready for its nightly rest and the moon prepared to take its place. The picnic table felt as hot as a frying pan, but I sat down anyway. I looked around the yard and realized that the grass was freshly mowed. Poised next to the barbecue pit, Dad looked more dreamy than Tom Cruise. Soon, Dad carried to the table a mountain of food stacked a mile high. Not caring what anyone thought, I pigged out on chicken, hot dogs, and hamburgers. I savored the sweet, sour, and salty flavors as they danced on my taste buds. Dad is the best barbecue chef in the entire world!

Read the story again. Then, answer the questions.

1. In line 9, the author states that “Dad is the best barbecue chef in the entire world!”Why is this sentence considered a hyperbole? 
a) Dad is really not an actual chef.

b) It is an opinion. 
c) The author could not possibly have taste-tested all of the chefs

in the world to verify dad’s “best” status. 
d) Dad’s barbecue is just average.
2. The allusion in line 6 suggests that dad looked 
a) sleepy
b) handsome

c) busy 
d) talented
3. In line 4, the picnic table is said to be as hot as a frying pan. What has most likely made the table so hot? 
a) the sun 
b) the flames from the barbecue pit

c) Dad 
d) mosquitoes
4. Read the idiom in line 7. Which adjective best describes how the main character ate her dad’s barbecue? 
a) politely 
b) slowly
 c) greedily
d) carefully
5. What is the metaphor in lines 6-7? ________________________________________________________________
Change this metaphor into a simile. Hint: Be sure to use like or as.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In Task A, you found 10 instances of figurative language in the story.

Choose any 5 of the 10 instances of figurative language and rewrite

them, using the table below. If you choose a simile, you must write a new simile. Do not change one form of figurative language to another. There are two examples in the table to help you. 

	Figurative Language
	Original (from story) 


	New (My own)

	hyperbole
	food stacked a mile high
	a ton of food



	personification
	flavors as they danced on

my taste buds


	flavors as they tickled my

taste buds
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